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NEWS & ARTICLES 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
Protesters Demand Full Nationality Rights for Women
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Hundreds of people protested against Lebanon’s discriminatory nationality law Sunday, holding a mock court hearing to decry what they called the absurdity of denying women equal citizenship rights. 

Around 300 people braved the blistering midday heat to march from the Interior Ministry in Beirut’s Sanayeh neighborhood to the Corniche. Protestors holding banners calling for gender equality sang and chanted: “We want nationality rights for all Lebanese women.” To Read more: plz follow the link
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=116188#ixzz0rSyn6LyN 
UN Gender Equality Architecture Reform – GEAR Campaign 
The creation of the new UN entity for gender equality and the empowerment of women is near. Member States of the United Nations have begun negotiations on System Wide Coherence, of which GEAR is a part. GEAR Campaign as well as the most optimistic representatives hope that an agreement on the resolution is reached in the beginning of July. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/06_10/05_31_10/053110_gear.htm
New GEAR Campaign Website 

The United Nations is undergoing a historic reform process that has the potential to change the status quo for women's rights all over the world by creating a new, strong, and well-resourced UN agency for gender equality and women's empowerment.

Hundreds of civil society organizations from all over the world have been working together over the last four years as the global Gender Equality Architecture Reform (GEAR) Campaign to press governments and the UN Secretariat to improve the UN's work on gender equality and women's empowerment by consolidating the existing UN gender equality bodies into a single strong women's entity. For more information please follow the link 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/06_10/06_07_10/060710_gear.htm
Letter from Wajeha Al-Huwaider to the President of the U.S.A. 

“Dear Mr. President, Allow me to introduce myself: I am Wajeha Al-Huwaider, Saudi writer and women’s rights activist in the Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia. When you meet with King Abdullah Bin Abdul-Aziz, we kindly request that you bring to his majesty’s attention the issue of reforming the Saudi male guardianship system”. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6460
WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISM
Saudi Women Threaten to Breastfeed Drivers if They Aren't Allowed to Drive 

Many were stunned when Saudi cleric Sheik Abdel Mohsen Obeikan recently issued a fatwa, or Islamic ruling, calling on women to give breast milk to their male colleagues or men they come into regular contact with so as to avoid illicit mixing between the sexes. But a group of Saudi women has taken the controversial decree a step further in a new campaign to gain the right to drive in the ultra-conservative kingdom. If they're not granted the right to drive, the women are threatening to breastfeed their drivers to establish a symbolic maternal bond. For more information please follow the link 
http://www.wluml.org/node/6440
Women leaders Called to End the Three-year-old Blockade of Gaza 
Women leaders attending a United Nations-hosted conference in Madrid called for a just and peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including an end to the three-year-old blockade of the Gaza Strip.   The conference, co-hosted by the International Women’s Commission for a Just and Sustainable Israeli-Palestinian Peace, was convened in part to mark the 10-year anniversary of the passage of Security Council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security.  For more information please follow the link: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34910&Cr=palestin&Cr1=
… And Lebanese Women Organize Aid Ship to The Strip 

An aid ship transporting medical supplies to Gaza is to leave Lebanon in the coming days with dozens of women activists on board. "We are all independent women who believe in breaking the (Israeli) siege on Gaza," said Samar Hajj, who is coordinating the trip. But Israel warned that it will not allow the boat to pass or for Lebanon's Iranian-backed militant group Hezbollah to use it to transport arms to the Gaza Strip. For more information plz follow the link

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/06_10/06_14_10/061410_lebanon.htm
Launch for Changing Masculinities, Changing Communities in Egypt
We are pleased to announce the blog launch for Changing Masculinities, Changing Communities. The blog is an activity pertaining to the project implemented by The Danish Egyptian Dialogue Institute (DEDI) in cooperation with the Danish Center for Information on Gender, Equality and Ethnicity (KVINFO) in 2010 titled Changing Masculinities, Changing Communities, facilitating the meeting of a group of Egyptian and Danish activists, artists, academics and social workers in Cairo and Copenhagen whose work involves an exploration and awareness of masculinity as a crucial factor in the construction of social relations and its impact on communities. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6383 
Aswat Palestinian Gay Women Publish Coming Out Narratives 

Palestinian Gay Woman is pleased to announce the publication of “Waqfet Banat”. Today, for the third time, Arab women make a decision to no longer remain silent; they choose to speak about their most intimate and challenging times, their coming out journeys, not only to family, friends and society, but specifically to themselves. These stories were written as the need to tell and share them, and document our life experiences became a deep part of our self-empowerment process as individuals and as a community. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6403 

Women's Movement Grows in Iraq

Iraq is still in the grips of fierce political negotiations to form a government [image: image4.png]


following parliamentary elections in March. But as votes are recounted and parties struggle to form coalitions to choose the prime minister, women are pushing under the radar to assert their rights across all sectors of society. Basma Fakri, President of the Women’s Alliance for a Democratic Iraq (WAFDI), a women’s empowerment organization uniting women across political, ethnic, and religious lines, told MediaGlobal: “Unfortunately, women’s rights is not one of the main factors on the negotiation table between the main political parties…” For more information please follow the link http://www.mediaglobal.org/article/2010-04-29/womens-movement-in-iraq-grows-despite-lack-of-international-support
GENDER RIGHTS 
Literacy & Education for Rural Girls in Egypt 

Literacy programmes are teaching millions of Egyptians to read, but are struggling to keep up with the country’s high population growth. "Egypt is one of the most challenging countries for any literacy programme," said a literacy programme administrator at Catholic relief agency CARITAS. "You can’t afford to step off the pedal for a minute." One in every four Egyptians is illiterate. Despite free education and long- running literacy programmes, the number of illiterates has changed little in over two decades. Nearly 17 million adult Egyptians can neither read nor write, according to recent government data. For more information please follow the link 
http://globalgeopolitics.net/wordpress/2010/03/12/egypt-population-growth-overtakes-literacy-rise/
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Financial Incentive for Rural Girls' School Attendance in Yemen 

A two-year-old government scheme offering financial incentives to parents in the rural areas of two of the country’s poorest governorates to send their daughters to school or to prevent them from dropping out is paying off as girls' enrollment rates have increased by around 9 percent in the targeted schools, according to education officials. For more information please follow the link
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=89381
Quarrel Over Dress Code at al-Jazeera Indication of Ideological Conflict in Qatar
Al-Jazeera's Arabic channel takes pride of place among Middle East's satellite news outlets. It was the first of its kind, broadcasting – ostensibly with an unprecedented level of editorial independence – to a pan-Arab audience. The channel is no stranger to controversy. In the latest instalment, five of its most high-profile female presenters have resigned in an apparent dispute about the dress code. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6392  

Women Reflect on Rare Political Victory in Syria
Jailed activist writer Sarah Shourd filed this story in July, shortly before she was seized by Iranian border forces during a hiking trip in Iraqi Kurdistan. With the assistance of her mother, who reached out to Women's eNews, we are able to post the piece with staff updates: A year ago, this country was on the brink of passing a revision of the personal status law that some feared would be the most devastating blow to women's rights in Syrian modern history. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6395 
New Report on Sharia Law in Britain 
A new report by One Law for All has found Sharia Councils and Muslim Arbitration Tribunals to be in violation of UK law, public policy and human rights (see report here). The report is being launched to coincide with a 20 June 2010 rally on the issue of Sharia law. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6422 

Religious leaders to Meet to Look at Issuing Fatwa on FGM in Iraqi Kurdistan
A committee of religious leaders in Iraqi Kurdistan will be meeting to look at the issue of female genital mutilation (FGM). Ahmed Shafee, member of the high commission for fatwas assured the media that the committee will hold a meeting to look at the phenomena of FGM in Kurdistan. The head of the media section of the committee, Mula Jaffar Kuani, complained about the report recently issued by Human Rights Watch, saying that “blaming religious leaders for the increase of FGM cases is not right; in addition those who published the report did not consult us during the editing of that report”. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6432  

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
Alleged Victim of Gang Rape Sentenced to One Year in Prison in Dubai

The Criminal Court of Abu Dhabi, in the capital of the United Arab Emirates, ruled that an 18-year-old Emirati woman who accused six men of gang-raping her will herself serve a one-year sentence for consensual sex. It's one of in the latest in a scourge of reported rape cases in Dubai, The court proceedings were marred by legal travesties, experts say. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6437
Women's Political Victory in Halt of Personal Status Law Revision in Syria
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status law that some feared would be the most devastating blow to women's rights in Syrian modern history.
"The only rights a woman (would have had) under this law is to food and shelter from her husband," Rodaina Haidar, a member of Syria Women's Observatory, a women's rights watchdog group based in Damascus, said in an interview in 2009, shortly after the bill stalled. For more information please follow the link http://www.womensenews.org/print/8158
HRW Report: FGM perpetuated by women who want best for their children 

While internationally recognized as a form of violence against women and girls, the tragedy is that female genital mutilation is perpetuated by mothers, aunts and other women who love and want the best for their children, who see the practice as ensuring that girls are marriageable, are conforming to the tenets of Islam, and are growing up to be respectable and respected members of Kurdish society. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6420
Family of 17-Year-Old Girl Abuses Her for Leaving Islam 

The Muslim parents of a 17-year-old Somali girl who converted to Christianity severely beat her for leaving Islam and have regularly shackled her to a tree at their home for more than a month, Christian sources said. “When the woman’s family found out that she converted to Christianity, she was beaten badly but insisted on her new-found religion,” said the source on condition of anonymity. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6427 

Moroccan Immigrant in Fast-track Trial for Daughter's Murder in Italy

The fast-track trial of a Moroccan immigrant accused of stabbing his 18-year-old daughter to death last year in an 'honour' killing opened in the northeastern Italian town of Pordenone. El Ketaoui Dafani, a cook, allegedly became enraged after discovering his daughter Sanaa had a love affair with a 32-year-old Italian man. Sanaa Dafani was stabbed in the throat in September with a large kitchen knife while she was sitting in a car with her 31-year-old boyfriend in the small town of Montereale Valcellina, northwest of Trieste. For more information plz follow the link  http://www.wluml.org/node/6416 

SKSW/WLUML Statement on Planned Stoning to Death of Young Mother in East Azerbaijan Province 

The Global Campaign to Stop Killing and Stoning Women and the International Solidarity Network, Women Living Under Muslim Laws urge all concerned to immediately contact the Iranian officials to express their concern over the planned stoning to death of Sakineh Mohammadi-Ashtiani. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6419 
US and UK Failing to Take Gay Pogrom Seriously in Iraq
Last week, 12 Iraqi police officers burst into a house in Karbala, beat up and blindfolded the six occupants and bundled them off in three vans, taking the computers they found with them. The house was then burned down by unknown people. The house was a new "emergency shelter" run by the Iraqi LGBT organisation. Two days later, one of the men turned up in hospital with a throat wound saying he'd been tortured. Iraqi LGBT has ordered those in its other two safe houses to move immediately. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6453
High Price of “Bad Hejab” 

When Iranian girls go out these days, their friends warn them they face trouble if they are wearing makeup or are fashionably dressed. Their friends point out that they have a 1,000-dollar price tag on their heads. They would do well to heed such advice, because the Iranian police launched a new drive a few weeks ago to crack down on anyone deemed to be wearing “bad hejab” or to be flouting the rules of chaste behaviour in other ways. The campaign is being called the “new approach to moral security”. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6446
Palestinian Knesset Parliamentarian Fights Death Threats 

"I stopped counting after I had received 50 death threats. I told my secretary not to tell me about them any more," Arab-Israeli Knesset (parliament) member, Haneen Zoabi told IPS. "As a result of the death threats I’ve been given personal body guards both within the Knesset and outside," adds Zoabi. Zoabi, a member of the Arab-Israeli political party Balad, was on board the ‘Mavi Marmara’, part of the Free Gaza (FG) flotilla, when it was attacked by Israeli commandos in international waters as it tried to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza several weeks ago. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6444
BOOKS & REPORTS

GENDER RIGHTS

Women Confronting Violence by Azza Charara Baydoun, (2010)

This book consists of three independent parts, approaching the issue of violence against women from three different angles: The first part is a critical review of literature produced during the past two decades in Lebanon on violence against women. Sixty eight texts comprising books, book chapters, research studies and articles, unpublished university theses and reports, etc. written both in Arabic and in English are cited, and most of them summarized and analyzed in an attempt to provide a background for activists, researchers and policy makers necessary in their various endeavors.      

The second part is a field study on reported violence against women. The third part addresses the role of Non-governmental organizations in combating violence against women and stresses the importance of performing a mapping of all organizations working on gender-based violence.  The book shows that those women, whether social workers, researchers or reporters of violence, have implicitly or explicitly joined efforts to combat violence against women. 
Publication of 2009 annual report of EMHRF 

The year 2009 has highlighted the recurring situations confronting defenders in the southern and eastern Mediterranean. These situations are closely linked to the nature of their activities but they are also related to broad political trends at the national and international levels. It is in this context that the Euro-Mediterranean Foundation of Support to Human Rights Defenders (EMHRF) increased its responsibilities and provided assistance to 36 defenders in 2009. For more information plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6443
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Women in Middle East & North Africa - Agents of Change

This book examines the position of women in the contemporary Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. Although it is culturally diverse, this region shares many commonalities with relation to women that are strong, deep, and pervasive: a space-based patriarchy, a culturally strong sense of religion, a smooth co-existence of tradition and modernity, a transitional stage in development, and multilingualism /multiculturalism. For more information please follow the link
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/06_10/06_07_10/060710_women3.htm 

Limits of Public Discourse: Case of Gaza - Feminist Perspective 

To read the full report please follow the link to A Wall of Silence: The Limits of Public Discourse in Israel. The Case of Gaza from Feminist Perspective http://www.isha.org.il/default.php?lng=3
ILO - Guidelines on Gender in Employment Policies 

To read the report you may follow the link 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/06_10/06_14_10/061410_ilo.htm 
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