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NEWS & ARTICLES 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
Campaign for Human Rights in Muslim Societies “One Day One Struggle” 
This campaign is designed to raise awareness of how human rights—including sexual and reproductive rights — have been under attack in Muslim societies. Rising conservatism, fueled by militarism, increasing inequalities, the politicization of religion and Islamophobia have strengthened patriarchal and extremist religious ideologies. For more information: www.wwhr.org/csbr.php 
Saudi Princess Launches 'My Guardian Knows What's Best For Me' Campaign

Recently, Saudi women activists, led by Saudi Princess Jawaher bint Jalawi, launched a campaign called "My Guardian Knows What's Best For Me," calling for redefining the term "guardian" (Mahram) and for opposing calls by those with liberal views to improve the status of women in Saudi Arabia. Princess Jawaher's campaign is a response to the struggle launched in July 2009 by Saudi women's rights activist Wajeha Al-Huweidar calling for abolishing the mahram ("guardian") law, which requires women to obtain the approval of a male relative for nearly any move they make in their lives. For more information:  http://www.memri.org/bin/latestnews.cgi?ID=IA55909 
… and Saudi Women Launch "Black Ribbons Campaign" for Rights in Saudi Arabia

On November 6, 1990, 40 brave Saudi women drove their cars publicly in the capitol of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh, to demand their right to drive. They were subsequently detained; their passports were confiscated, and fired from their jobs. On the 19th anniversary of this event, Saudi women’s activists, led by Wajeha al Huwaider, are launching the “Black Ribbons Campaign”. To know more about this campaign, please follow this link: 

http://www.metransparent.com/spip.php?page=article&id_article=8564&lang=en  


World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse in Lebanon
On the occasion of the World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse 2009, the Higher Council for Childhood-the Ministry of Social Affairs, in partnership with KAFA (enough) Violence &Exploitation, UNICEF, World Vision, Save the Children Sweden, War Child Holland, AFEL, Nabaa Association, Amel Organization, Sustainable Democratic Center, SASCD, Lebanese Union of Child Care, Dar El Amal, launched a nation-wide campaign designed to increase awareness on child abuse and on the preventive measures needed to impede exploitation. For more information please refer to the full article http://www.kafa.org.lb/about.html 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISM 
Being Born to a Lebanese Woman is a Crime…One Risks to be Deported for
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Khaled, now 21, is born to a Lebanese mother and a Palestinian father registered in Syria. He spent all of his life with his mother in Lebanon. At his coming of age, Khaled turns into a persona non grata in his mother’s homeland. He has not committed, has not violated public order and has not even earned a traffic ticket! Khaled can only remain in Lebanon if he vouches not to work, a matter which is hardly feasible since almost anybody needs to earn a living. To know more about women’s right to nationality please follow this link: 

http://www.learningpartnership.org/blog/2009/11/lebanon-deportation 
… and ‘Age of Stupid’ in Women’s Rights in Lebanon
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Journalists and reporters from international media often remark with admiration and awe that women in Lebanon are the most emancipated in the Arab region. This may hold true for the handful of fashionistas who enjoy the douceur de vivre of Lebanon’s famous restaurants, terraces and nightlife in downtown Beirut.

Beyond this rather tiny and over-privileged surface area, the less fortunate of the Lebanese women have to deal with the constraints of what is probably the most patriarchal of Arab societies. Until today, the Lebanese state does not recognise women as being full citizens. To know more, please follow this link: http://www.learningpartnership.org/blog/2009/10/lebanon-nationality 
"Underground" Shelters Help Women Escape Abuse in Iraq
On a bullet-scarred side street in Baghdad’s downtown, where the statue of Saddam Hussein was torn down in April of 2003, an inconspicuous entryway tucked between a steel-shuttered shop and a rickety candy stall leads to a flight of steep concrete stairs. Rusted water pipes run precariously over and across the poorly lit top step, tripping first-time visitors. The second-floor landing bottlenecks into a dark, empty hallway. Women in black abayas hurry across the buckled floor tiles in silence and quickly disappear through an unmarked plywood door on the right. Full article
 http://www.utne.com:80/Politics/Baghdads-Underground-Shelters-Help-Iraqi-Women-Escape-Violence-Abuse.aspx 
Women Lawyers Will Be Able to Represent Women Clients in Saudi Arabia 
Justice Minister Muhammad Al-Eisa said the Kingdom’s efforts to revamp the judicial system were well under way and that women would eventually be allowed to practice as lawyers representing women clients. Speaking at a meeting of heads of notaries in Riyadh, the minister said the judicial reforms will not only modernize the system but also reduce the backlog of cases by adding more basic infrastructure, like more courthouses. http://www.wunrn.com/news/2009/11_09/11_09_09/110909_saudi.htm 
GENDER RIGHTS 
Al Qaeda Against Mixed Education at Saudi University 

The Yemen-based branch of Al Qaeda has accused the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia of violating Islam by launching the kingdom’s first public university where men and women can mix, SITE Intelligence reported. for more information: 
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=494110&news_type=Top&lang=en 
Asia Pacific NGO Declaration on Beijing + 15 Review

Acknowledging and recognizing the hard work and struggles of many women who have walked with us to this point and paying tribute to those who have passed on, we, close to 700 women and girls  representing women’s movements from the Asia and Pacific Region, reaffirm the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA) as a strategic document for women and girls empowerment, human rights, peace, human security and gender-inclusive development and as a key tool for advancing government’s commitments to the Millennium Development Goals. For the full article 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2009/11_09/11_09_09/110909_asia.htm 
Women's Fight for Equality, Rights in Iran
The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a joint programme of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT),  requests urgent intervention in the following situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The Observatory has been informed by reliable sources, including the Iranian League for the Defence of Human Rights, of summons to appear in court issued against women human rights defenders and active members of the “One Million Signatures” Campaign. According to the information received, over the past weeks, a number of Campaign activists have received phone calls to appear in the Third Security Branch of the Revolutionary Courts. In turn, they requested written summons. http://www.signforchange.info:80/english/spip.php?article589 
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First Female Graduates of Police Officer Academy In Iraq 
As one, the stony faces broke into a free-for-all of kisses, hugs and tears as the 50 women who called themselves the Lioness group became the first female graduates of Iraq’s police officer training academy.

For more information: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2009/11_09/11_09_09/110909_iraq.htm  
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
Vulnerable Women without Support as Widows, Orphans in Iraq 

Wedad can't bear to live this way much longer. Disgusted by the work, she can hardly stand it. Wedad is a prostitute in Iraq. Sectarian violence claimed the life of her husband three years ago. Unable to rely on her family, Wedad tried getting a job to support her three young daughters, but found the men interviewing her didn't want her for her work skills, only her body.
Full article: http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/11/02/iraq.prostitute/index.html 
Concern over Lebanon maid deaths 
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A human rights group wants the Lebanese government to investigate the deaths of eight foreign maids last month (October), six of whom fell or jumped from high places. 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said four of the deaths were classified as suicides by the police, three as possible work accidents and one as a heart attack. 

Officials had to explain why there was such a high death rate among Lebanon's 200,000 domestic workers, it said. 

Last year, HRW reported that at least one foreign maid was dying every week.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8351389.stm 
Efforts to Hide Loss in Syria

Ever since she lost her virginity to a classmate from college, 27-year-old Roula has been anxious about her family finding out. Her worries grew when she got engaged to another man two years ago. 
She put off fixing a date for the wedding for fear that her husband-to-be would discover she had been with other men before him.
But recently, Roula, who only wished to be identified by her first name because of the sensitivity of the subject, found a solution to her problem. To know more: 

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=syr&s=f&o=357280&apc_state=henh 
GENDER & PERSONAL STATUS LAW  
Niqab, Chador, Burqa, Debate - Divisive Views in Egypt 
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Hijab, chador, burqa or niqab? The veiling of Muslim women continues to provoke controversy. This time it is the niqab, or face veil, at the center of the conflict-charged fundamental debate. 
The bone of contention is none less than the Grand Imam of Cairo University and the Al-Azhar Mosque. Mohammed Sayed al-Tantawi, one of the most senior legal scholars in Sunni Islam, declared that a veil that covers a woman's face leaving only a slit for the eyes is not religiously permissible. http://www.awid.org/Issues-and-Analysis/Library/Egypt-Niqab-Debate-Divided-Scholars 
BOOKS & REPORTS

GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT  
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Gender in Agriculture Sourcebook
The latest updates of the follow-up activities of the Gender in Agriculture Sourcebook is now online. You can download new additions (new thematic notes and innovative activity profiles) to the Sourcebook, new publications building on the modules of the Sourcebook, proceedings of the International Expert Consultation on Gender in Agriculture, and other updates at www.worldbank.org/genderinag 
 
GENDER EQUALITY 
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New Publication: Iranian Women's One Million Signatures Campaign for Equality: The Inside Story
The newest volume of Women Learning Partnership’s Translation Series: an English language edition of Iranian Women's One Million Signatures Campaign for Equality: The Inside Story has been newly released. 
Written by women's rights activist and campaign co-founder Noushin Ahmadi Khorasani, Iranian Women's One Million Signatures Campaign for Equality: The Inside Story details the history, strategies, and values that brought together a diverse group of Iranian women, men, and rights activists for the well-known women's equality campaign. It is a valuable case study of a new model for grassroots movements in the twenty-first century, applicable not only in societies ruled by autocratic governments or influenced by radical fundamentalism, but also in more open and tolerant societies that have yet to achieve full equality for women

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2009/11_09/11_09_09/110909_gender.htm 
GENDER AND SOCIETIES 

From Charity to Social Change: Trends in Arab Philanthropy 
This is a landmark study of philanthropic action in the modern Middle East. Persistent societal problems and wealth creation in the Arab region are driving a new generation of actors to commit their resources for the greater public welfare. Widely known as philanthropy, voluntary contributions to causes that serve a public good are a long standing and important aspect of cultures in the Arab region. For more details please check the link 
http://www.aucegypt.edu/ResearchatAUC/rc/gerhartcenter/Pages/Publications.aspx
Iraq - Kurdistan & S.Central Iraq - Human Rights, Women's Issues
A longstanding territorial conflict in northern Iraq between the Arab-dominated central government in Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional Government, mostly invisible to the outside world, threatens to erupt again. It risks creating another full-blown human rights catastrophe for the small minority communities who have lived there throughout the ages. 

Direct Link to Full 87-Page Human Rights Watch Report: 
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/86355/section/2 
RESOURCES 

WUNRN Offers Multilingual Website & Releases Archives

WUNRN Website & Releases Archives Now Include Multilingual Translations - 35 Languages. Check it out online: http://www.wunrn.com:80/news/news.htm 
 Call for Proposals - UN Democracy Fund - Gender
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 UN Democracy Fund - Fourth Round of Funding Opens for Applications on 16 November included in Considerations: "Gender/Women: All successful proposals must ensure that projects are sensitive to gender issues and that greater participation of women in democratization is a likely outcome of the project."
To prepare, please study the Fourth Round proposal guidelines in English and in French, as well as the FAQs. You may also wish to look at feedback and lessons learned issued to the Third Round applicants in English and in French. http://www.wunrn.com/news/2009/11_09/11_09_09/110909_call.htm 
Gender And Development E-Brief is published by CRTD.A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm
For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtda.org.lb
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD.A / IRIS.

Please direct any comments to rchemaly@crtda.org.lb 
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtda.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtda.org
All the available links were accessible during the preparation process

(Please accept our apologies if your subscribe / unsubscribe needs are not being met to your satisfaction, as errors will inevitably occur)










PAGE  
1
C:\DOCUME~1\wfliti\LOCALS~1\Temp\GAD_90.doc

