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CONFERENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Launch of the Arab Human Rights Fund
An Independent Fund to Support Human Rights Groups and Activists in the Arab Region

The Fund calls upon organizations and individuals working on every kind of human rights issue to apply for grants. 

Deadline for grant applications is end June 2008. 
Please download the application, http://ahrfund.org/english/grantees/howtoapply.php
Advancing Women's Rights via Strategic Partnership Grants - Open Society Institute
In 2007, the Women’s Program, in collaboration with national and regional Soros foundations, identified groups in the Middle East/North Africa, Africa, Latin America, and Asia to fund, with the focus on gender and transitional justice as well as multiple discriminations against women, while maintaining its partnerships in CEE/fSU. For more information:  

http://www.soros.org/initiatives/women/focus_areas/strategic/
Focus Areas - http://www.soros.org/initiatives/women/focus_areas/
Guidelines - http://www.soros.org/initiatives/women/focus_areas/strategic/guidelines
International Coalition Launches Groundbreaking Disability Rights Fund

The Open Society Institute, Sigrid Rausing Trust, the United Kingdom Department for International Development, and an anonymous donor today announced a groundbreaking collaborative to support the human rights for people with disabilities. http://www.soros.org/newsroom/news/disability_20080331 
First World Conference Of Women’s Shelters
Call for Registration – September 8-11, 2008  
The Alberta Council of Women’s Shelters is thrilled to present the first, ever World Conference of Women’s Shelters featuring 120 presenters from over 35 countries. For more information: http://www.womenshelter.ca:80/
Coalition for Sexual and Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies (CSBR): Sexuality Institute 2008

Call for the Coalition for Sexual and Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies (CSBR) "Sexuality Institute". Deadline for applications: May 15, 2008! Institute to be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 16-23 August 2008. (WWHR-New Ways) http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561271 
NEWS & ARTICLES 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
Iran Anti-Vice Chief 'In Brothel'

Tehran's police chief, who was reportedly discovered in a brothel, has been arrested, it has been confirmed. Local media have reported that General Reza Zarei was found with six naked women in a house of prostitution in the Iranian capital last month.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7350165.stm 
GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

Campaign to Stop Gender Apartheid in Afghanistan
In 1997, The Feminist Majority launched the Campaign to Stop Gender Apartheid in Afghanistan, urging the US government and the U.N. to do everything in their power to restore the human rights of Afghan women and girls. For more information: http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1144107 
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National Fashion Show - Tehran, Iran 

The second national fashion show of Islamic and Iranian women's clothes opened at the Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults (IIDCYA) in Tehran. For more information: 
http://www.payvand.com:80/news/07/jan/1214.html 

Government Retreats on Women’s Rights in Bangladesh after Clerics Protest
"Bangladesh, whose population is 90 per cent Muslim, has a secular legal system but in matters related to inheritance and marriage Muslims follow Sharia law." Bangladesh’s military-supported government has backed down from a policy to ensure equal property rights to women amid angry protests by Muslim clerics that the move would override Islamic law. http://wluml.org:80/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd%5B157%5D=x-157-560894
Iran to Confront ’Bad Veiling’ in Offices, Cafes  

Iranian police will confront women in private offices, or even socialising in cafes, whose dress is deemed improper, as part of a continued morality crackdown, Tehran’s police chief said today.

http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/world.aspx?ID=BD4A750579
 Basketball Team Resists Saudi Restrictions on Female Athletes
The Jeddah United Women's Basketball Team trickled onto the court, each player wrapped in a black abaya and head scarf. Within minutes, the women had shed their cloaks and were in uniform -- white pants and jerseys with their names in red -- practicing layups, passes and foul shots until they were wet with sweat. For more information: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/14/AR2008041402653.html
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8 year old girl Awarded Annullment of Marriage in Yemen
After taking her own case to court, eight-year-old Nojoud has been granted an annullment of a marriage she was forced into with a man in his 20s. A Yemeni court has annulled an eight-year-old girl's marriage to a man in his 20s, after she filed for divorce. For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561393 
Restrictions on Dancing Persist in Pakistan
Nahid Siddiqui is one of the finest Kathak dancers and choreographers from Pakistan. Meenakshi Sinha spoke with her at Jaipur: Q: Is the Pakistani society open towards dance and other performing arts? 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561342 
Sex Segregation Keeps Saudi Women Out of Public Life

Saudi Arabia's male guardianship of women and policies of sex segregation stop women from enjoying their basic rights, Human Rights Watch said in a report released today. (Human Rights Watch) 
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561422 

Enforcing a Repressive Law on Dress Codes in Kuwait
New arrests show that Kuwait has resumed enforcing a repressive dress code that criminalizes "imitating the appearance of the opposite sex," Human Rights Watch said today.

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561194 
Islam "Recognizes Homosexuality" in Indonesia
"Homosexuals and homosexuality are natural and created by God, thus permissible within Islam, a discussion concluded here Thursday." Moderate Muslim scholars said there were no reasons to reject homosexuals under Islam, and that the condemnation of homosexuals and homosexuality by mainstream ulema and many other Muslims was based on narrow-minded interpretations of Islamic teachings. For more information: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561173 
Muslim Sex Offenders May Opt Out of Treatment in UK
"Muslim sex offenders may be allowed to opt out of a prison treatment programme because it is against their religion, it has emerged." The Prison Service's Muslim advisor has said there is a "legitimate Islamic position" that criminals should not discuss their crimes with others. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561270 
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

Violence Against Pakistani Women 

A Pakistani human rights organization says violence against women more than doubled to over 4,000 cases last year. It also says that more suicide attacks took place in the country in 2007 than in all previous years combined. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7349167.stm 
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… and Couple Stoned to Death for Adultery  
A man and a woman have been stoned to death by militants in Pakistan's north-west border region after an Islamic 'qazi' court found them guilty of adultery. For more information: 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,345088,00.html
Woman University Teacher’s Story of Torture Trauma as a Political Prisoner in Libya 

Najla’s Story: Overcoming Prejudice 
Her quiet demeanor conveys a sense of calm and resolve, but it betrays the unimaginable horrors that Najla had to endure before she could even come close to reclaiming her identity.

http://www.torturecare.org.uk/client_stories/350
Call for action against murderers of women in Baghdad 
Residents of a western Baghdad neighborhood have said militant groups in the area are hunting down women and killing them, and have appealed to parliament to do something, a member of parliament (MP). For more information: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561464 
Non-Muslim Polygamous Marriages in North America
In the United States and Canada, about 37,000 people live in polygamous marriages. (Kingston Whig Standard) 
"The hundreds of women and children from a Texas polygamist compound shown streaming onto school buses over the weekend are the latest public face of polygamy. But they're hardly the first. For more information: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561269 
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GENDER EMPOWERMENT 
Moves towards political empowerment for women in Mauritania
Mauritania is often held up as a beacon when it comes to the proportion of women elected to political office - a 20 percent minimum quota was instituted in 2006 - but experts say that once in power many women are still sidelined from taking important political decisions. For more information:  
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportID=77544 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Submits report to Inter-Parliament Union on Gulf Cooperation Council Women Parliamentarians Meeting   

The UAE submitted a report on The 2nd Conference of GCC Women Parliamentarians and Women at Decision Making Positions (Oct. 30th and 31st, 2007) to the Inter-Parliament Union (IPU).

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=396174&news_type=Top&lang=en 
GENDER, TRADE AND ECONOMY 
Why Italy's women are out of work

The economy is one of the big issues in the forthcoming general election in Italy. 

Some are questioning why in particular the country has one of the lowest rates of women's employment in the European Union. For more information: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/7337145.stm 
BOOKS & REPORTS
GENDER
GENDER RIGHT
Early Marriage Hampering Country’s Development, Says Report 
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“One girl was 14 and got married. Now she has a son and she is still a child herself.” "It should not be allowed because it deprives a girl of enjoying her childhood." "One girl was married off by her parents at the age of 14… She gave birth to her first child normally but with the second child she almost died." http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=77454
GENDER & ICT  
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Where is the Money for Women's Rights Work on ICT? 

A brief look at the funding landscape for women’s organizations working on information and communication technologies in collaboration with the Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID), Lucía Carrasco, Fernanda Hopenhaym and Cindy Clark focus the findings from "Where is the money for women's right?. For more information: http://www.genderit.org/en/index.shtml?w=a&x=95582
RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS

NGO & PROJECT PROFILE 

NEW CAMPAIGNS 
Arab Regional Coalition "Equality Without Reservation"
[image: image3.png]Regional campaign forthe withdrawal Bif 000 LU oiene regionaepour lalevedes

ofreservations and the ratification ofthe time Serfile Somnt ESene e arlaCEDA ficati
Optional W’Z‘fgﬁmwof bty nithot e
s de son protocole facultatif
by Arab states parlespays arabes




11/04/2008: Coordinated by the Democratic Association of Moroccan Women (ADFM), the Coalition "Equality Without Reservation" includes over 600 Arab organizations and calls for the removal of all reservations to CEDAW and the ratification of the Optional Protocol. 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561284 
GENDER RESOURCES  
Crimes of Honor Resolution-19 Languages
Working towards the elimination of crimes against women and girls committed in the name of honor.  United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/C.3/59/L.25: 15 October 2004 
http://www.wunrn.com/reference/crimes_honor.htm 
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