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CONFERENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Arab Human Rights Fund – AHRF – Call for Grant Application 

AHRF grant application deadline: end of June 2008. 

The Arab Human Rights Fund calls upon organizations and individuals working on every kind of human rights issue to apply for grants. For more information: http://ahrfund.org/english/grantees/approach.php  

European Commission calls for proposals to boost gender equality
EC Application Deadline: 7 May 2008 
The European Commission launched over the weekend a call for proposals to finance activities aimed at "strengthening the capacity of civil society organizations active in the field of promoting women's rights and equality between women and men.  http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=2&article_id=90012 
NEWS & ARTICLES 
GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

Saudi Women Make Video Protest

Saudi women's rights activists have posted on the web a video of a woman at the wheel of her car, in protest at the ban on female drivers in the kingdom. "Wajeha Huwaider talks of the injustice of the ban and calls for its abolition as she drives calmly along a highway. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560891 

… As Such, Shura Council Recommends Allowing Saudi Women to Drive With Limitations

On March 17, 2008, Alarabiya.net reported that the Saudi Shura Council has recommended allowing women to drive. 
The recommendation follows recent efforts by Saudi women rights activists headed by Wajeha Al-Huwaidar and Fawziya Al-Uyuni. For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561089  
… But Council of “Supreme Scholars” Rejects the Appointment of Women

"A controversy erupted this week in Saudi Arabia when some scholars suggested that the top religious organization in the Kingdom, the Supreme Council of Scholars, should include women." In the following article, Political Islam Online examines the politically-charged rationale offered by one of the strongest members of the Council who rejected the idea. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-561088 
Saudi Government Invites Human Rights Watch to Visit

Saudi Arabia, which is strengthening human rights and initiating appropriate reforms and regulations, has invited members of the Human Rights Watch (HRW) on a week-long visit to the Kingdom.

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560911 

Malaysian Islamists turn to women in poll campaign

Malaysia's Islamist opposition party has chosen a record number of women as candidates for next month's general election, as its tries to become a more inclusive force.
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSKLR13997220080221 

New Party To Focus On Women's Rights in Afghanistan 
For nearly three decades, Afghans have endured war and foreign occupation, extreme poverty, and the Taliban. Yet some suffer more than others. Not all Afghans are created equal. Fatima Nazari wants to change that.
http://www.azadiradio.org/en/news/2008/02/ABF5D2FB-1393-4F22-9D69-0A38E12A3EF9.ASP 
Egypt Appoints Woman to Perform, Register Marriages
An Egyptian court appointed a woman to perform and register marriages, the first such appointment in Egypt's history, state news agency MENA said. http://in.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idINIndia-32140420080225   

Women Act against Repression and Intimidation in Iran

The Iranian authorities are continuing to harass activists working to defend women’s rights. Ronak Safarzadeh and Hana Abdi – two Kurdish Iranian activists – currently remain detained without charge or trial. They were arrested in October and November 2007 for peacefully exercising their rights. For more information: http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/women-act-against-repression-and-intimidation-iran-20080228 
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

Poster: Promoting Violence against Women Legislation in Morocco

The Global Rights Morocco field office, in collaboration with NGO partners, announces the launch of a legislative advocacy campaign including a poster "Penalisation, Protection, Zero Tolerance: Women demand a law against violence". For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560903 
Women's Day in Iraq: "Surviving Somehow Behind a Concrete Purdah"

"In today's Iraq, women are being killed by militia groups for not conforming to strict Islamist ways." 

"Iraq, where women once had more rights and freedom than most others in the Arab world, has turned deadly for women who dream of education and a professional career. For more information: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560867 

… and Iraqi Women Demand Equality, End to Violence   

Scores of women rallied outside a Baghdad hotel demanding an end to violence and equal social status with men as part of the observations of International Women's Day. For more information: http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=386646&news_type=Top&lang=en 
Man sentenced to 16 years imprisonment for 'honour' killing in Israel 
An Israeli court sentenced a man to 16 years in prison for aiding in the so-called honor killing of his sister. The case was unusual in that the women of the family broke their code of silence and testified against the man. For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560850 
... and in Germany, Volunteers Rescue Women From Arranged Marriages, 'Honour' Killing

A volunteer rescue organisation in Germany has sheltered more than 100 Muslim women who fear they will be killed if they do not go through with marriages that their families have arranged for them. 
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560841 
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EGYPT: Are Attitudes to Rape Beginning to Change?

Egypt was scandalized last summer when an 11-year-old girl named Hend Farghali was allegedly raped by a 21-year-old man. Petrified, the girl did not tell anyone until she was five months pregnant.
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=76827 
GENDER EMPOWERMENT [image: image2.png]
Women's Empowerment in United Arab Emirates Unique: General Women's Union Official   

The experience of women empowerment in the UAE - United Arab Emirates - is unique considering the number of women nationals who have made significant achievements in different fields in a record time, said a senior official. For more information: 
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=388289&news_type=Top&lang=en 
… and Activists in Bahrain Call for New Legislation to Empower Women 
Women remain unequal before the law unless vital legislations pertaining to their rights are passed, according to human rights activists. As NGOs and pro-women advocacy groups prepare to celebrate anew the International Women’s Day this week, many say that the government had continued to stall proactive action on legislations relating to women.
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=384933&news_type=Top&lang=en 
Kuwait's Sole Female Minister Survives Vote of No-Confidence Averting Political Showdown

Kuwait's only woman in politics survived a no confidence vote in parliament Tuesday averting a political crisis in this small oil-rich Gulf state where women were only allowed to participate in political life in the last two years. http://www.aawsat.com/english/news.asp?section=1&id=11540 
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More Marriage, Less Divorce Attributed To New Moroccan Family Code
Four years after its introduction, Morocco's family code has received a positive assessment fro m the justice ministry. At a conference held Monday (February 11th) in Rabat, Minister of Justice Abdelwahed Radi said the family code has brought with it a number of advances, ensuring that both men and women can enjoy their full rights and dignity.
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2008/02/15/feature-01 

BOOKS & REPORTS
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GENDER

GENDER RIGHT
Honor Killing In Lebanese Justice

Azza Charara Baydoun  

In this book, the author reviews the legal cases of some 66 accused of honor killings that were tried in Lebanese courts. To secure your copy, please contact kafa@kafa.org.lb 
WLUML statement: "Women's Human Rights are Universal"

WLUML's statement on the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Message of the international solidarity network Women Living Under Muslim Laws / Femmes sous lois musulmanes (WLUML) on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the UDHR". To read the message please follow this link: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560884 

GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 
Thoughts on Marriage in Yemen - Mu’aadh ( Shabab Diaries) 
In the Middle East, marriage and family formation are significant milestones for young people in their transition to adulthood. A generation ago, marriage was both early and universal - 63 percent of Middle Eastern men when reaching their mid- to late 20s were married. For more information: 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/youth/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1132283

GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

Gender and Water Demand Management in the Middle East and Noth Africa – December 2007 

UN-Water & Interagency Network on Women & Gender Equality

 Direct Link to Report:

http://www.unwater.org/downloads/unwpolbrief230606.pdf 
GENDER & ECONOMY  

Problems and Contemporary Cultural Trends - Women in the Workplace

Dr. Janne Haaland Matlary - University of Oslo, Norway

http://www.laici.org/matlary.ppt    
CIVIL SOCIETY 
The Quiet Rise of Civil Society in The Middle East 
One of the most inspiring developments seen over the past few years in the Middle East has been the quiet rise of civil society. Non-government organisations dedicated to quiet, but revolutionary change have sprung up in countries that were long ruled by authoritarian… for more information: 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20080317.WBwmackinnonbaghdad030320080317064734/WBStory/WBwmackinnonbaghdad0303 
Lawyers and Civil Society Differ in Pakistan 
Campaign for Democracy and Rule of Law (CDRLP) secretary Khurram Latif Khosa said the CDRLP, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, the Women Action Forum (WAF) and all major organisations decided to stay away from the demonstration because such activities could derail the process of democracy.
http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?id=101933 

RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS

UNFPA Video: Campaign for Women’s Rights in Turkey Shows Success 

A wide-reaching campaign in Turkey is slowly showing progress in changing attitudes towards women and galvanizing government action. http://www.maximsnews.com/news20081103tvturkeywomensrights10803110301.htm 

GENDER RESOURCES  
AWID- Resources on Aid Effectiveness
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Source: Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID)
AWID is pleased to announce that their Aid Effectiveness and Women's Rights Series shares critical information and analysis about the new aid architecture that has emerged as a result of the Paris Declaration (PD) – the most recent donor-partner agreement designed to increase the impact of aid.
http://www.awid.org/go.php?pg=aid_effectiveness 
Reporting Skills and Professional Writing Handbook
Source: ELD Publishing
A self-study Programme on how to plan research, gather and analyze data, and plan, draft and edit monitoring and evaluation reports, this handbook is based on the best of 10 years' experience working with INGOs, NGOs, GOs and IOs over hundreds of training courses. For more information: http://www.reportingskills.org/contents.htm 
GENDER STUDIES 
Gender Research Methodologies  

Gender research methodologies include the theories and methods employed to conduct gender research or gender-sensitive research that takes into account the differing needs and interests of women and men and their unequal representation through specific design, sampling, analysis and other criteria. For more information: 

http://www.un-instraw.org/en/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=1054&Itemid= 
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OXFAM Free Online Women & Gender Resources

 To mark International Women's Day 2008 Oxfam Publishing is providing free online access to Oxfam books, journal articles and policy papers on women and gender.

http://publications.oxfam.org.uk:80/oxfam/IWD.asp
NGO & PROJECT PROFILE 

Towards Protection of Women from Family Violence - Silent Witness 
Within the framework of the AFKAR II Project, KAFA (enough) Violence & Exploitation held a conference for the launch of its legal reform campaign entitled “Towards Protection of Women from Family Violence”, which is funded by the EU and managed by Omsar, on March 5 at the Crowne Plaza hotel in Hamra, Beirut between 3 and 5 pm. 
Silent Witness - http://www.silentwitness.net 
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