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REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

Iran's 'Diagnosed Transsexuals'

Homosexual relationships are banned in Iran, but the country allows sex change operations and hundreds of men have elected for surgery to change their lives. "He wants to kill me. He keeps telling me to come home so he can kill me. He had put rat poison in my tea." For more information: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7259057.stm 
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… and It Bans Female 'Schumacher'

Laleh has been accused of engine tampering by the Iranian authorities. Iranian women are exploring new boundaries and opportunities in education and careers - not least female racing car champion Laleh Seddigh - until that is she was banned from competitions following allegations of engine tampering. For more information:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/7250826.stm 

Stop Stoning to Death of Two Women in Iran: Zohreh & Azar Kabiri

The Women Living Under Muslim Laws International Solidarity Network, and the Global Campaign Stop Killing and Stoning Women! urges all concerned citizens to immediately contact the Iranian officials by phone and/or fax to request them to stop the scheduled stoning to death of Zohreh and Azar Kabiri in Iran.

http://stop-stoning.org:80/node/41
Turkish MPs Plan Reform of Headscarf Ban

Two major parties in Turkey have submitted a joint plan to parliament to ease a ban on the Islamic headscarf in the country's universities. Polls suggest there is strong public support for lifting the ban. The Islamist-rooted governing AK Party and the nationalist MHP say it is an issue of human rights and freedoms. The two parties have enough votes in parliament to overturn the constitutional ban on headscarves. For more information: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560144 

Hundreds of Girls in Liverpool Subjected to Genital Mutilation

The most recent figures from Liverpool maternity services identified 237 women with FGM in three years. (Liverpool Daily Post via WUNRN) "African tribal elders are being flown into the UK to mutilate young Liverpool girls in a “heartbreaking” cultural tradition.

For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560227 

Saudi Woman Speaks Out Against Extremism

Iman Al-Qahtani addresses the issue of fanaticism in Islam and blames the clerical establishment for misinterpreting the Qur'an and the education system for inflaming the youth. (Political Islam Online / Al-Arabiya)
For more information: http://www.politicalislam.org/Articles/PI%20539%20Quranic%20re-interpretations.pdf 

Zanan, Iran’s Leading Women’s Magazine, Shut Down by Government

In a significant setback for the women’s movement in Iran, the Press Supervisory Board of Iran backed by the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, revoked the license of Zanan, the country’s most prominent and important women’s magazine. Zanan, which means “women” in Persian, is a monthly magazine dedicated to the reporting and analysis of women’s issues, problems, and achievements. For more information: 
http://www.learningpartnership.org/en/advocacy/alerts/zanan0208 

Recognizing the Unrecognized: Inter-Country Cases & Muslim Marriages & Divorces in Britain

WLUML has conducted a brief policy research project with the aim of beginning a dialogue on how to address the human rights violations being suffered by women in Muslim communities in Britain and South Asia in connection with the recognition of Muslim marriages and divorces in Britain. We believe this to be the ﬁrst in-depth report of the issue to combine sociological, legal and political analysis. http://www.wluml.org/english/pubsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[87]=i-87-507849 

Marriage in Egypt

*In Egypt and across the Middle East, many young people are being forced to put off marriage, the gateway to independence, sexual activity and societal respect. http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2008/02/16/world/20080217EGYPT_5.html 

U.N. Calls on Saudi Arabia to End Practice of Polygamy

Saudi Arabia should end the practice of polygamy because it runs counter to the principle of equality between the sexes, a U.N. committee on women's rights said Friday.
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/02/01/news/UN-GEN-UN-Saudi-Polygamy.php 
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Too Scared to Tell - Sexual Violence in Darfur 

People working in the vast humanitarian operation in Sudan's western region of Darfur are more than willing to talk about rebel attacks and the need for civilian protection, but when asked specifically about sexual violence against girls and women - reported to be rife - they fall silent. http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=76705
UN Human Rights Expert on Violence Against Women Concludes Visit to Saudi Arabia

The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Human Rights Council on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences, Prof. Yakin Ertürk delivered the following statement on 13 February 2008:

http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/8CC2308714A0566CC12573EE0062286B?opendocument 
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief Concludes Visit to Israel & the Occupied Palestinian Territory

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2008/01_08/01_28_08/012808_isreal.htm  

Shelter for Abused & Trafficking Women & Children to Open In Abou Dabi 

A new centre in Abu Dhabi will soon serve victims of human trafficking and exploitation in a collaborated effort to protect and shelter abused women and children in the country.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/08/01/13/10181624.html 

Bahrain Bans Informing Pregnant Women of Fetus Gender To Curb Abortions

Pregnant Bahraini women will no longer know the gender of their fetus despite the advances of modern technology. The country's health authorities banned medical staff from disclosing the baby's sex to prevent abortion of female fetuses.

http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7010002638 

GENDER LAWS 
UK: Comment: "On the Issue of Equality it is not Just the Sharia That Needs Reform, But all Monotheistic Faiths"

Ziauddin Sardar: "Faith folks, such as the archbishop and I, have legitimate moral qualms about "legal universalism". Nevertheless, we are obliged to follow the law, which applies to all, equally and universally." (New Statesman) 
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560504 

GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 
Women's Status in Bahrain

Bahrain has no written personal status law. Instead, separate Sharia-based family courts for Sunni and Shia Muslims hear marriage, divorce, custody, and inheritance cases. 
For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560110 
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Appeal to Amend Nationality Law

Compared to Kuwaiti men, Kuwaiti women are oppressed when it comes to their r ights. The nationality of children is one of the most serious problems Kuwait's society is facing. For more information: http://www.kuwaittimes.net/read_news.php?newsid=MzM0MjYwNDI4 

Human Rights Watch Urges Saudi King to Spare Woman Convicted of 'Witchcraft' 

Human Rights Watch appealed to Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah on Thursday to spare the life of a woman who was condemned to death for "witchcraft".
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=381039&news_type=Top&lang=en 

GENDER, EDUCATON & CULTURE 
Consideration of Restrictions on School Textbooks to Differ for Girls & Boys in Iran 

Iranian authorities are looking at new restrictions that will create different school textbooks for boys and girls. Ali Reza Ali Ahmadi, responsible to the interim public education minister, told a seminar on textbooks there was a need to provide students with books according to "the requirements of age and sex" to satisfy their particular needs.http://www.adnkronos.com/AKI/English/CultureAndMedia/?id=1.0.1810317115
Morocco Nomad Woman Of The High Atlas Mountains

Many of the Moroccan Atlas nomad women have facial tattoos which signify their marital status. 
http://www.worldisround.com/articles/311121/photo3.html 

GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

Arab Girls & Young Women: The Millennium Development Goals in the Arab Region 2007: A Youth Lens

http://www.uis.unesco.org/template/pdf/EducGeneral/MDGsArab07.pdf 

The Invisibility of Poor Women in Official or Conventional Statistics
There is no doubt that the problem in official statistics is one of approaches, measures, and definitions used in determining poverty, leading in the process to the under-reporting of impoverished women and consequently to their marginalization and invisibility. http://www.pwrdc.org/manag2/index.php?Studies:Poverty
Women and World Poverty: Why It Matters

Ending world poverty begins with women. Research and experience have shown that women in poor countries are more likely to spend their income on food, education, and healthcare for their children - a long-term investment that lifts entire families and communities out of poverty. http://www.womenthrive.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=440&Itemid=126 

GENDER & POLITICS 

Male-Dominated Political World in Iraq 

Political parties pay only lip-service to women’s demands for greater political clout.

Despite a reputation for courage on the battlefield, Kurdish women are unable to penetrate the upper echelons of power in the region’s top parties and government, according to politicians and women’s activists. 

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=342417&apc_state=henh
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Number of Women in United Arab Emirates Cabinet Doubled

The number of women in the cabinet of the oil-rich United Arab Emirates was doubled to four on Sunday, in a reshuffle in which new economy and labour ministers were named.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=381678&news_type=Top&lang=en 

GENDER & ECONOMY  

Arab World - More Women Must Join Workforce

The Arab world has very ambitious economic plans, and to get anywhere close to where they want to be, they will need to use every part of their population to the full. This means that women have to play a full and active part at every level and become completely economically empowered. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Gulf_States 
GENDER MOVEMENTS 

Essay: "Women Activists without a Movement"

Mariz Tadros considers the modern Egyptian women's movement and the obstacles it faces. 

"There are signs that Egyptians are challenging the political inertia that has gripped the country for so long. Workers are protesting poor wages and potential lay-offs, the Muslim Brotherhood is campaigning despite government crackdowns, university students are protesting frequently, and even property tax collectors are camping out with their families to protest meager wages. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560223 

IWC Call to Lift the Siege on Gaza 

A call to lift the siege on Gaza and end the occupation, from the International Women's Commission for a Just and Sustainable Palestinian-Israeli Peace (IWC). (IWC via WiB).

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-560218 

Strategies for Enhancing Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa

There has been an increase in the participation of women in Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region governments. The shift from three percent to seven percent across the board is partly due to the case of Iraq’s enforced twenty-five percent quota for women in parliament. 

http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/gender&id=33754&type=Document 

Women in Islamist Movements: Toward an Islamist Model of Women's Activism

Islamist women are increasingly involved in political processes and could spawn a full-fledged Islamist movement for women’s rights, find a new study by the Carnegie Endowment.  For more information: 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=19423&prog=zgp&proj=zme 

Nobel Women’s Initiative
The Nobel Women's Initiative was established in 2006 by sister Nobel Peace Laureates Jody Williams, Shirin Ebadi, Wangari Maathai, Rigoberta Menchú Tum, Betty Williams and Mairead Corrigan Maguire. 
http://www.nobelwomensinitiative.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7&Itemid=3 

Muslim Women's Advisory Group to be Launched by UK Government
 Leading Muslim women are being brought together to advise ministers in a new tactic to root out extremism.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7203925.stm
GENDER & COMMUNICATION 4 CHANGE 
Genderstanding Mobile Telephony: Women, Men and their Use of Cellular Phones in Jamaica 

The mobile phone has emerged as the most widely-used communication device of the present era, with penetration levels among both men and women exceeding 94% in Jamaica. The cellular phone is also widely used across all classes, including those described as living ‘at the bottom of the pyramid’... for more information: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1126747

Video and Community Dreams Project - Egypt 

As part of the Partnership Projects for Girls and Young Women, the Centre for Development and Training Activities (CEDPA) subcontracted Communication for Change (C4C) to provide participatory communication training for development field workers and young women in several "New Horizons" communities. 

http://www.comminit.com/en/node/133415/38
The Strategy Planning Workshop of the Feminist Network on Gender, Development and Information Society Policies 
A strategy planning workshop of the Feminist Network on Gender, Development and Information Society Policies (GDISP) was held on October 5-7 2007 in Bangalore, India, co-organised by IT for Change, the Association for Progressive Communications... for more information: 

 http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1130166

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

Childless No Longer: Addressing Infertility & Miscarriage in Jordan

Six years ago Sana and her sister were wedded on the same day to two brothers. This in not an uncommon practice in Jordanian traditional societies, where weddings solidify family bonds and where women are also expected to bear and have children within the first year of marriage http://www.unfpa.org/news/news.cfm?ID=1055 
REFUGEES RIGHTS 
UNHCR Welcomes Lebanon's Recognition of Iraqi Refugees

The UN refugee agency has praised the Lebanese government for its decision to recognize thousands of Iraqi refugees who had been considered as illegal immigrants liable to detention. For more information: 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/MUMA-7C22LU?OpenDocument 

RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS

GENDER & MEDIA 

Photo Essay: How TV Helps Give Voice to Palestinian Youth

This photo essay assesses the strategy of using communication for social change (CFSC) to give voice to Palestinian youth, especially young women. The photos and narratives included emerge from the conviction that public and private dialogue is critical to peace in the Middle East. For more information: http://www.comminit.com/en/node/265711/348 

Video: Egypt Women Gather Water Where is it Clean?

Women are responsible for gathering water in many locations worldwide today. The Nile Delta in Egypt is suffering from a severe shortage of clean water - a shortage which is affecting hundreds of thousands of people, forced to drink heavily polluted water everyday.

http://womennewsnetwork.vodpod.com/video/779485-egypt-women-gather-water-where-is-it-clean 
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