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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Financing for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 

[image: image3.png]


The United Nations Commission on the Status of women will consider the theme: “Financing for gender equality and the empowerment of women” at its 52nd session at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 25 February to 7 March 2008. 

As part of efforts to increase its focus on national-level implementation, the Commission will return to this theme in two to three years time to review the implementation of the policy recommendations adopted and to identify remaining gaps and challenges. For more informaiton: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/52sess.htm
NEWS
GENDER

WOMEN’S VOICES
Turkish Women Condemn Turkey Constitution 
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 Women's groups in Turkey have condemned a new draft constitution, saying it sets the country back years in terms of gender equality. A new civilian constitution is being prepared to replace the current one, introduced after a 1980 military coup. The document describes women as a vulnerable group needing protection. The proposed constitution has already sparked fierce debate with a clause to allow women to attend university wearing the Islamic headscarf.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7025294.stm
GENDER RIGHTS 
[image: image5.jpg]15 0CTOBER
WORLD
DAY




15 October 2007 - World Rural Women’s Day - Open Letter to Rural Women of the World 
“Dear Sisters living in rural communities around the world,

Today, we wish to inform you of your right to food. The right to food was first recognized at the international level in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. ‘See the full letter at: 
http://www.woman.ch/women/files/OpenLetter2007-1.pdf 
UNIFEM and Women’s Funding Network Call for Investment to End Global Poverty
UNIFEM, the women’s fund at the United Nations, and the Women’s Funding Network, a global network of 124 women’s funds, have called for greater investment in equal opportunities for women as key to combating global poverty.

<http://www.womenfightpoverty.org/> 
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REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS
Research Report on Kurdish Women and Trauma

Psychological Consequences of Trauma Experiences on the Development of Migrated Kurdish Women in the European Union 
This research report is the result of an empirical study. During the process of the survey 1,127 Kurdish female migrants and refugees in five European countries and Turkey have been consulted. The one year’s study was coordinated by the International Free Women’s Foundation (Rotterdam) and conducted in co-operation with the Department for Clinical Psychology at Utrecht University and the Kurdistan Information Centre (Paris). For more information: http://www.kwrw.org/index.asp?id=120 
“Honour” Killings Pose Serious Challenge to Rule of Law in Jordan 
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Omaima was disposed of within minutes of her birth on 4 September in a rubbish bin. The illegitimate baby, however, was saved thanks to a street cleaner who heard her screaming from her makeshift tomb. The incident sent a shockwave throughout the conservative kingdom, with local papers dubbing Omaima "the rubbish bin girl". Sari Nasir, a sociologist at the University of Jordan, showed no surprise at the chain of events that led to this travesty. "Values are stronger than life in Jordan," he said. For more information: http://www.irinnews.org:80/Report.aspx?ReportId=74591
 
… and in Iraq, Honor Killings of Women Persist in Kurdish Areas

Out-of-wedlock pregnancies can still be a death sentence for some Kurdish women 

She is 18, unmarried and eight months pregnant. She hates it when the baby shifts and kicks. ''I don't hate the child,'' she said. ``But the movements keep reminding me of my past.'' http://www.miamiherald.com:80/519/story/262647.html
Updated Version of "The Status of Women in Iraq: an Assessment of Iraq’s de Jure and De Facto Compliance with International Legal Standards" 
The Assessment covers: political participation, civil society and women in decision making; violence against women and the right to personal security; labor & economic rights; family & marriage; nationality; health; education. [updated Dec. 2006] http://www.wluml.org/english/news/aba-status-of-women-in-iraq-2007-en.pdf 
Women Suffering In India Because of the Misuse of Triple Talaq
There is a phenomenon occurring in India at this very moment with the use of three words that torment, create fear and are misused against Muslim women by their husbands, creating such an outcry it is difficult to not find an article in an Indian newspaper almost every day about Triple Talaq.  Triple Talaq is a form of divorce that is practiced only amongst Muslims and only the husband can say to his wife, instantly divorcing her and many times leaving her destitute.  For more information: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/10_07/10_01_07/100707_india.htm 

[image: image7.png]


… and Muslim Indian Women Seek Secular Justice 

After years of silence, Muslim women in India are loudly battling repressive religious laws. The case of one semi-literate woman, a survivor of rape, ignited their cause. Second in a series on the changing role of women in India.  For more information: http://www.womensenews.org:80/article.cfm?aid=3324
Iranian Girl Hanged from a Crane - Age 16

It was exactly 6am and the start of another blisteringly hot summer day when 16-year-old Atefeh Rajabi was dragged from her prison cell and taken to be executed. 

Every step of the way the troubled teenager plagued by mental problems shouted "repentance, repentance" as the militiamen marched her to the town's Railway Square. The Iranian judge who had sentenced Atefeh to death was left unmoved as he personally put the noose around her neck and signalled to the crane driver.  For more information: 

http://www.sundaymirror.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17431866&method=full&siteid=62484&headline=hanged-from-a-crane-aged-16--name_page.html 
… and Top UN Human Rights Official Says Iran Should Stop Executing Children

 Iran should immediately halt the execution of children, the U.N.'s top human rights official said on September 17, 2007. Louise Arbour, the U.N. high commissioner for human rights, said she met with Iranian officials during a visit to Tehran earlier this month and urged them to impose a moratorium on the execution of minors. For more information: 
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/09/17/news/UN-GEN-UN-Rights-Iran.php
Iran: “We Are Not Ashamed of ‎Stoning!”

Secretary General of the Iranian Human Rights Committee declares stoning is neither torture nor an incongruous punishment. "The secretary general of Iran’s Human Rights Committee, Dr. Mohammad Javad Larijani declared: The West has had an extensive Propaganda campaign against Iran on Human rights issues; most of which are caused by political incentives. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-557531 
Iraqis Divided by Constitution's Treatment of Women

It has been nearly 30 years since she got married, but Iraqi legislator Samira Musawi still bristles at what she considers the ultimate indignity: a law requiring witnesses to certify the rite.
She and her husband-to-be grabbed a couple of strangers, gave them each about $10 and were legally wed. "I didn't even know these people; they could have been thugs," Musawi said of the men who validated the 1979 civil ceremony in a west Baghdad court. For more information: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/10_07/10_08_07/100807_iraq2.htm 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=74610
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Few Legal Options for Abused Palestinian Women, Say Activists 

Palestinian female victims of domestic violence have little chance of escaping their situation or bringing the perpetrators to justice as they face a legal system stacked in favor of the accused and a prevailing attitude that places blame on the victim, women's rights experts said. http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/10_07/10_08_07/100807_palestine.htm 
Britain Remains Undecided on Veils in Schools
"Leaving it up to schools to 'behave reasonably' does not really help. The concept lacks precision. What seems reasonable to one individual or group seems unreasonable to another." "Mehdia, a British Moroccan living in London says: "Wearing the hijab - the Islamic headscarf - has been a source of pride for me; it's something very beautiful." But the 20-year-old found it a struggle to convey this to the primary and secondary schools she attended in this country. "Does this comply with our uniform rules?" they seemed to silently ask. 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-557736 
Saudi Woman Files for Divorce When Husband Sees her Face

Recently, a Saudi woman filed for divorce because her husband had removed her veil while she was sleeping. The husband attempted to see her face after thirty long years of marriage siring several children and both being over fifty years old. The man apologized to her several times and begged of her to keep their marriage. This is a reality of life prevailing in some tribes in Saudi Arabia where customs and traditions are running people's lives even today. Men there are not allowed to see the faces of their mothers, sisters or even their wives under any circumstances during any stage of their lives. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-557603 
Bahraini authorities impose media blockade on women's rights activist Ghada Jamsheer 
The president of the Women's Petition (WP), the Bahraini activist Ms Ghada Jamsheer revealed the existence of a formal decision preventing her from appearing in any of the Bahraini media. In a statement to Aafaq, she stated that in addition to the official media of radio and television, newspapers, whether state or nearby, were also included in the blockade campaign. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-557461  

Middle East: Essay: "When a Lesbian Says: We Are all Hezb'Allah Now!"

Azar Majedi on the intersections of political Islam, sexuality and foreign relations. (WLUML networkers) 
"When my daughter's friend told me a couple of weeks a go, that her socialist lesbian friend has a poster on her wall saying: "we are all Hezb' Allah Now!" I said: "my God! (And I am an atheist) something has gone fundamentally wrong." I asked myself, what are they trying to do, mocking socialists? Or, are they simply brainwashed? What is this world coming to? http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-557592 

GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 
Claiming Equal Citizenship: The Campaign For Arab women’s Right to Nationality 

As we celebrate a year of activities and achievements, the "Claiming Equal Citizenship" campaign continues to build an abundance of positive energy, producing significant results in the efforts to grant women and children equal citizenship and basic human rights. For more information: http://www.learningpartnership.org/advocacy/campaign
GENDER & ICT 

Enhancing Rural Livelihoods: The Role of ICTs 
Access, empowerment and individual champions are all essential ingredients for creating a local environment in which Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) can contribute to rural livelihoods. For more information: http://topics.developmentgateway.org/poverty/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1115395

Empowering Women through ICT 
Working with the International Taskforce on Women and ICTs through the secretariat, the Center for Women and ICTs at the University of Maryland Baltimore County (CWIT)‚ Policy Dialogue International is launching a microsite and campaign focused on... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/knowledge/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1115507
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RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES 
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Young Iranian Women Photo 
Dress Variations - Fashion vs Hijab

http://www.alikhaligh.com/photoblog/prev/57.php 

Photographer RANIA MATAR 
Girlfriends, Beirut 2007 

Rania Matar’s work focuses on the Middle East, mainly women and children, and her recent projects—which examine the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, the recent spread veil and its meanings, and the aftermath of war—intend to give a voice to people who have been forgotten or misunderstood. 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/10_07/10_15_07/101507_photo.htm 
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Invisible Women – Photo Gallery

http://www.sheilamckinnon.com/women_flash_en.htm 
PROFILES
International: Profile: Zainab Salbi of Women for Women International 
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Zainab Salbi is the founder and CEO of Women for Women International. She is also the author of "Between Two Worlds: Escape from Tyranny - Growing U  in the Shadow of Saddam" and "The Other Side of War: Women’s Stories of Survival & Hope". "Every once in a while a new voice emerges with the power to change the world. Zainab Salbi, activist and social entrepreneur, is such a voice. Ms. Salbi inspires and moves audiences with the passion of her personal experience as a survivor of war and her dedication to rebuilding communities after war, one woman at a time..." For more information: http://www.womenforwomen.org/zainab.htm 
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For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtda.org 
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