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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Online discussion: Financing for gender equality and the empowerment of women

18 June – 15 July

This online discussion, which will be conducted in English, will run for four weeks from 18 June to 15 July 2007. Each of the first three weeks of the discussion will be devoted to one theme, while the last week will provide the opportunity to raise additional issues and wrap up. For more information: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_04_07/061107_financing.htm 
Women Living under Muslim Laws Newsletter - Call for Submissions
Women Living Under Muslim Laws is currently inviting short, personal reflective articles for its forthcoming newsletter.  Submissions are welcome from all activists and researchers, especially from newer networkers and emerging activists. Articles should be submitted by 3 July 2007 on one of the following topics: to view topics, please follow the link: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-554030

TOP(
NEWS
CRISIS AND RELEF 

Iraq humanitarian crisis situation and NGOs' responses 

Eight million people are estimated to be in need of immediate assistance as a consequence of the Iraq humanitarian crisis. Amongst them, 4 million are reported to be displaced and over 4 million people were considered as food insecure inside Iraq in...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/iraq/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1104657

GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS
Burger King Commercial Degrading to Women
Click to view Burger King Commercial: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMBirpRseBI
EGYPT

Egypt Women's Rights an Uphill Climb 

It was one step forward for women's rights in Egypt last month when 31 female judges were appointed to the bench by Egypt's Supreme Judicial Council, and two steps back for feminists when the...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/population/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1100503
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Egypt court rules against U.S. University on face veil

 An Egyptian court ruled on Saturday that a U.S.-accredited university in Cairo was wrong to bar a female scholar who wears an Islamic face veil from using its facilities, court sources and a lawyer for the woman said. For more information: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSL0943570620070609?feedType=RSS
IRAQ 
A call from Iraqi Women Movement to United Nations Secretary General 

This is an open letter addressed to the Ban Ki-Moon, United Nations Secretary General by Iraqi Women Movement, representing many frames of women activists and women network of NGOs including Iraqi Women Network, Rafidain Women Coalition, and National...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/iraq/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1104683

IRAN

Men & women to be separated in Internet Cafes 

Owners of trendy internet cafes, as well as bars and restaurants popular with young Iranians have received a letter signed by national police authorities in which new measures are announced to enforce "the country's moral health." For more information:

http://www.adnki.com/index_2Level_English.php?cat=Trends&loid=8.0.415753580&par= 

Iran Backs Away From Temporary Marriages

The hard-line government is backing away from a plan to promote the tradition of temporary marriage in Iran as a way to avoid extramarital sex, an official spokesman said.

A temporary marriage, or "sigheh," refers to a Shiite Muslim tradition under which a man and a woman sign a contract that allows them to be "married" for any length of time, even a few hours. An exchange of money, as a sort of dowry, is often involved.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/08/AR2007060801949.html?tid=informbox
TURKEY

Turkish Women Gain Voice in Fight to Stay Secular
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But he argues pious women deserve more freedom to practice their faith, including the right to wear the headscarf in public offices and universities. Secularists see this as the thin end of the wedge, fearing it could lead to Islamic Sharia law. Form more information: 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_04_07/061107_turkey.htm 

PAKISTAN 
Pakistan Considers Law on Gender Harassment at Workplace Punishable with Dismissal 

Pakistan will amend its laws to make workplace harassment of women punishable with dismissal from service. The National Assembly's Standing Committee on Cabinet Affairs has decided to include gender harassment at the workplace in the definition of 'misconduct' in the Removal >From Service (Special Powers) Ordinance, 2000. http://www.defence.pk/forums/showthread.php?t=5671
TOP(
REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

A Girl's Right To Live: Female Foeticide and Girl Infanticide

The issue of girl infanticide or the murder of children because they are female, is of growing concern in contemporary society worldwide. This report, drafted by members of the Working Group on the Girl Child (part of the NGO Committee on the Status of Women in Geneva), focuses on two main areas: the right to be born (female foeticide) and the right to live (girl infanticide). The report also identifies many of the root causes of girl infanticide in the private and public sphere of society, thus identifying specific actions to be taken.
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC24287 

Borderless Violence - Domestic Violence in Foreign Refugee Families in Azerbaijan  

The main purpose of the research on the family relations of the foreign refugee families is to determine the level of domestic conflicts, to assist to solve them and to provide the security in the society. For more info: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_11_07/061607_azerbjan.htm 

Cover Up or Face Death, Palestinian Women Told

Women working in Palestinian television in Gaza have been ordered to avoid walking alone in the street after radical Islamists threatened to slit their throats if they do not dress in religious garb while on air.

The threat from the extremist fringe group Swords of Truth is being taken seriously by female journalists and television presenters, who staged a march in protest at the action. For more info:  

http://www.ginsc.net/members/news_details_en.php?id=3948&sub=international&stat=active
Inequality rife' for young girls

Girls are more likely than boys to be malnourished, suffer poverty, face violence and be refused an education, according to a new report. Gender inequality and discrimination continues to be pervasive and widespread, Plan International says. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/6655497.stm 

Kurdish Women Resent New Passport System

A law requiring women to have a male guardian sign their passport application angers women in Iraqi Kurdistan.
A few months ago, Rezan Muhammad Ali was invited to stay with a relative who lives in England. Excited about the prospect of a trip to Europe, Ali rushed to apply for a passport so she could travel to the British embassy in Jordan to attend an interview for the entry visa required. 

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=336227&apc_state=henh
Temporary marriage (MUT’A) is prohibited in Islam 

MUT'A: A temporary marriage. This was permitted in the early period of Islamic history, when the first Muslims were away from their homes for extensive periods of time; but was abrogated by the Holy Prophet Muhammad himself, at Khaibar as is related by Ali ibn Abi Talib. For more info: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_04_07/061107_pleasure.htm 

Women in the Middle East: Past and Present 
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Written by a pioneer in the field of Middle Eastern women's history, Women in the Middle East is a concise, comprehensive, and authoritative history of the lives of the region's women since the rise of Islam. For more 
http://www.grc.ae/?Search=&frm_title=&frm_action=detail_book&frm_module=contents&frm_researchprogramid=14&p_id=&sec=Research+Programs&book_id=32786&frm_pageno=&sec_type=d&isgrc=&frm_type_id=&override=Research+Program+Detail+%3E+Women+in+the+Middle+East%3A+Past+and+Present&op_lang=en
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT  

Global Monitoring Report 2007: confronting the challenges of gender equality and fragile states

This World Bank-2007 Global Monitoring Report on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) assesses the contributions of developing countries, developed countries, and international financial institutions toward meeting universally agreed development commitments. For more info: 

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC24224
Why is Gender Important in Urban Development and Housing Projects? Asian Development Bank 

Urban development and housing (UDH) encompasses the following subsectors: water supply, waste management, drainage, transportation, electrification, housing, land use planning, slum improvement, sanitation and hygiene, environmental management, and...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1102507 


Gender Equality and Women Empowerment in Development Cooperation 

It is widely acknowledged that Gender Equality is not only crucial in itself but is a fundamental human right and a question of social justice. This report highlights the importance of Gender Equality in the context of the new aid modalities. Direct link: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_04_07/061107_eu.pdf 

GENDER, ECONOMY & TRADE  

A Study of Microfinance Institutions in Tanzania and their Clients 
REPOA’s Research Report 06.3 examines the extent to which microfinance institutions in Tanzania contribute to poverty reduction. The loan process and technical support provided by micro-finance institutions are studied, as well as some...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/trade/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1101575

GENDER & ICT  

Gendered Impact of Computer Literacy of Disadvantaged Children and Adolescents (CLDCA) 
This report titled 'Gendered Impact of Computer Literacy of Disadvantaged Children and Adolescents (CLDCA)', has been prepared by the ISST Team with Malavika Kapur. For more information go to:

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1102333

Women Empowerment via ICTs 

'You teach us and we can do it' - This was the overwhelming response of the 20 odd women from the rural areas of Gujarat, who attended the workshop organised by Self Employed Women Association (SEWA) (http://www.sewa.org/) along with UNDP, held in...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1101980

NGO Report on National Authorities activities and Actual facts on the Sex Industry in Israel 
This UN Human Rights Council report is the sixth annual report done by  Machon Toda`a ( Awareness Center), an Israeli NGO representing the International Abolitionist Federation, on trafficking in women and prostitution in Israel. For more information: 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_04_07/061107_isreal.html 

TOP(
RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES 

The IDRC Digital Library 

The Canadian International Development Research Center's Digital Library provides the international research community with access to a current and comprehensive collection of research results and documents generated by IDRC-funded projects, IDRC...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1102655

Encyclopedia of Domestic Violence
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List Price: $160.00
ISBN: 9780415969680
ISBN-10: 0415969689
Publisher: Routledge
Publication Date: 02/22/2007
Pages: 704

The Encyclopedia of Domestic Violence is a modern reference from the leading international scholars in domestic violence research.

http://www.routledge.com/shopping_cart/products/product_detail.asp?sku=&isbn=9780415969680&pc
NGO & PROGRAMME PROFILE

CHF International 

CHF International's first overseas programs were focused on housing microfinance in Central America. Since the 1960's, CHF has focused increasingly on international issues. With experience, it quickly became clear that addressing one linear area of...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/aideffectiveness/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1102635

The Gender and Development Network (GADN) 

The Gender And Development Network - (GADN) has been active in advocacy and awareness-raising on gender and development issues since its founding in 1985. The Network enables its members to: Share information and expertise Discuss concerns...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1103487

Providing new opportunities to adolescent girls in socially conservative settings: The Ishraq program in rural Upper Egypt 

Out-of-school girls are among the most disadvantaged adolescents in rural Upper Egypt. Compared with girls attending school, they are more likely to be engaged in poorly paid farm work, more likely to be married early, and at greater risk for early...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1103699
Egyptian Center for Women’s Rights 
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Series of Booklets Stories of Nabaweya 
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This series focuses on the main concern of the program that is increasing political awareness of a large sector of people who are often neglected: the people who can hardly read, and politically are known as ‘the unlimited majority’ (exceeding 50% of the population). This series of booklets was issued for them in particular.

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_04_07/061107_egypt.htm 
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Gender And Development E-Brief is published by CRTD.A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtda.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD.A / IRIS.
Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtda.org
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtd.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtd.org
All the available links were accessible during the preparation process

(Please accept our apologies if your subscribe / unsubscribe needs are not being met to your satisfaction, as errors will inevitably occur)
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