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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
International Conference on Kurdish Women for Peace and Equality

This conference was dedicated to the memory of the late Mrs. Soraya Serajeddini - Previous Executive Vice President of the Kurdish National Congress. It was held between March 8th & 11th, 2007 (International Women’s Day), on Kurdish Women in Greater Kurdistan (Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Syria) and in the Diaspora.

http://www.kncna.org/docs/viewArticle.asp?date=12/23/2006
 

A 5th Women’s World Conference In 2010

Now at the beginning of the 21st century with the state of the world as it is, it is a crucial time for women to come together to make a difference. This conference would be the first since the Internet made worldwide communication easy and would likely be the largest and most effective gathering of women ever held. The call to make a difference brought 40 women representing 5WWC to the UN with the infectious idea of a 5th Women’s World Conference in 2010. For more info: http://www.5wwc.org/1.html
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NEWS
GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS
ALGERIA
Many Divorced Women are Homeless in Algeria  

Algeria has a law designed to defend women from being made homeless by divorce; a prospect heightened by a severe housing shortage. Advocates, however, say the law is not enforced and women are still winding up in the streets. For more info: http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm?aid=3087 
BAHRAIN 
Women's Union to Push for Family Status Law in Bahrain
The Bahrain Women's Union, a loose association of 12 women's organizations, has pledged to reinvigorate a dormant plan to promulgate a family status law in the kingdom.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/03/26/10113737.html
IRAN 
Conservatives Draft Legislation to Limit Women’s Access to University in Iran 
The increasing number of women in Iranian universities is worrying Iran's authorities and parliament is discussing a draft law to limit access to female students. Today, 65 percent of university students in Iran are women.. http://www.adnki.com/index_2Level_English.php?cat=Politics&loid=8.0.380517871&par=0      

SUDAN
Swedish Development Minister Stresses Women's Access to Justice in Recent Visit to Sudan
Sweden places women's human rights and gender justice at the centre of its development agenda, as demonstrated by Ms. Gunilla Carlsson, Swedish Minister of International Development Cooperation, during her visit to Khartoum and Juba, 9–12 April 2007....
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1099432

TURKEY
Turkey to Pursue Measures against Honour Killings according to the European Parliament 
Council Decision 2006/35/EC of 23 January 2006 on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the accession partnership with Turkey, stipulates that Turkey must implement legislation relating to women's rights, particularly the civil code, the new penal code and the law on the protection of the family. For more info: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do;jsessionid=78975146876C990CC54F16FF3D9E5561.node2?language=EN&pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-2007-0588+0+DOC+XML+V0//ENwww.
OTHERS 

The Spontaneous Concern to Help Others – His Holiness the Dalai Lama Speaks to the Issues of Today’s Woman

 “I’m particularly moved by his belief that women are the caretakers and educators of our future citizens and society,” said Maria Shriver after a July 2006 personal meeting with His Holiness the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India. http://www.wunrn.com
Discrimination of Children of Displaced Women in Cyprus
http://www.medinstgenderstudies.org/?p=197The Mediterranean Institute of Gender Studies [MIGS] welcomes the efforts of the Committee for Refugees of the Cyprus Parliament and the Minister of Interior Neoclis Silikiotis to take measures to reduce the discrimination suffered by the children of displaced women. However, MIGS maintains that the recommended measures fall short of eliminating this discrimination. For more info: 
GENDER & POLITICS 

Kuwaiti Panel Passes Landmark Women's Rights Bill    

A Kuwaiti parliamentary panel has approved landmark draft legislation that grants a host of benefits to women in the oil-rich Gulf state, the head of the committee said. MP Saleh Ashour said the bill allows women to seek government housing on a par with men, increases paid leave to 70 days from a current 40 and grants maternity leave for up to two years.  http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=282842&news_type=Top&lang=en 
Women Presidents Are Allowed Under Islam
Egypt's top cleric declared on Sunday that Islam does not bar women from becoming heads of state, denying press reports that had earlier attributed to him the opposite position. On January 27, the flagship state-owned daily Al-Ahram carried a fatwa by chief mufti Sheikh Ali Gomaa saying that Islam forbids women from becoming a head of state because it would require them to lead prayer - something only a man can do.

http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?art_id=qw1170597601944B221&set_id=1&click_id=68&sf=

HUMAN RIGHTS

Legislation of Interpol Member States on Sexual Offences against Children

In order to set up a base document regarding legislation of the member countries of the International Criminal Police Organization-Interpol on child sex abuse, member countries were asked to provide them with a summary of the applicable legal texts regarding these offences. Please follow the link for more information: 
http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/
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REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER
Matriarchy – Definition & References 
Matriarchy is a form of society in which power is with the women and especially with the mothers of a community. The word matriarchy derives from the Latin word mater meaning mother and the Greek word archein meaning to rule. There exists a different term for 'women's rule,' namely gynecocracy, sometimes referred to as gynocracy.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matriarchy
GENDER & HEALTH 

Women Cooperatives for Medicinal and Innovative Nutritional Plants 
According to WHO report, over 80% of the world population relies on traditional medicine largely plant based for their primary healthcare needs. The EXIM bank of India, in its report (1997) has reported the value of medicinal plants related trade in...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1097485

GENDER RIGHTS 

GLOBAL 

  

Muslim Women Struggling for their Basic Human Rights in Canada 
The faith that was a savior for women 1,400 years ago is used to bar them today. As women globally celebrated International Women's Day and rejoice in the strides they've taken in leadership, technology, education and employment, where do Muslim women stand? To read the article, please follow the link:  

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/article/189406
Recognizing the Un-Recognized: Inter-Country Cases and Muslim Marriages & Divorces in Britain

This WLUML's brief policy research project aims at beginning a dialogue on how to address the human rights violations being suffered by women in Muslim communities in Britain and South Asia in connection with the recognition of Muslim marriages and divorces in Britain. This is to be the ﬁrst in-depth report of the issue to combine sociological, legal and political analysis. Now available online at: http://www.wluml.org/english/pubsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[87]=i-87-507849
Brunei – Headscarf – Veil - Tudong
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Tudong is a Malay word which is commonly translated/referred to as a veil or headscarf in English. They are worn in accordance to Islam's hijab. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM is an Islamic state and women in headscarves are easily found across the country, but do they understand what veiling is in Islam and why they are doing it? For more info: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tudongwww.
Human Trafficking Report: Courts Are Too Lenient in Israel 

More than a third of criminals convicted of trafficking in women and related crimes in 2006 were repeat offenders, indicating that the initial punishments were not harsh enough to serve as a deterrent, the Hotline for Migrant Workers charged in a report published Wednesday. "The gravest finding in this report shows that 21 out of 58 suspects whose trials took place or sentence handed – for more info: http://www.wunrn.com
INDONESIA 
Exploitation and Abuse: The Plight of Women Domestic Workers

Too many women domestic workers in Indonesia face human rights abuses at work. Often forced to work from as young as 12 years of age, they suffer economic exploitation and poor working conditions as well as gender-based discrimination. Many are subjected to physical, psychological and sexual violence. Some are even killed. for more info about the findings of the report: http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGASA210012007 
GENDER & ENVIRONMENT 
Gender and Climate Change 

The UN is formally committed to gender mainstreaming within all United Nations policies and programmes. In all societies, in all parts of the world, gender equality is not yet realized. This has consequences for the Climate Change process which make it important to integrate gender sensitivity into all mechanisms, policies and … for more info: 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/earts/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1099956
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT  

Gender, Society & Development Book Series

The Gender, Society & Development (GSD) series aim to contribute to the exchange, sharing and dissemination of information on women's and gender issues in developing countries in particular. 

http://www.kit.nl/smartsite.dws?ch=FAB&id=7178
GENDER & TRADE  

A Row to Hoe: the Gender Impact of Trade Liberalization on Our Food System, Agricultural Markets and Women's Human Rights. 
This IATP – 2007 paper examines how women have been affected by changes in the food system within the global context of international trade and investment. The author outlines the need for further research to deepen the understanding of why women must be involved in policy decisions that affect agriculture and food security. To view the basis for this paper, please follow this link: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC24003
DEVELOPMENT

Youth in the Middle East and North Africa: Demographic Opportunity or Challenge? 

"Nearly one in five people living in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region is between the ages of 15 and 24 - the age group defined as "youth." The current number of youth in the region is unprecedented: nearly 95 million in 2005.

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1098564 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Muslims Find Their Voice outside Religion - Secular Movement Stirring Controversy across Europe 

Arzu Toker noticed recently that her identity had changed. When she arrived in this prosperous German city from Istanbul 30 years ago as a laborers she was known by everyone as a Turk, part of a growing minority in Germany.
She struggled to become a German. But now, this 54-year-old woman has discovered she has a new identity, one that prevents her from being either a Turk or a German. She and all her Turkish, Arabic and Iranian friends are now identified by the government, by their own ethnic communities

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1099458
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RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
GENDER RESOURCES 

Landscaping - Documentary about Feminism 
Landscaping is a 35 minutes documentary about feminism. Shot in India, Holland, Brazil and Thailand, the documentary explores feminism as a tool for social change and as a political philosophy through the eyes of three women and one man.http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1099452


 Fifth Women’s World Conference
The purpose of this interactive website is to create groundswell support for a Fifth Women’s World Conference (5WWC) that in size and influence would be a major step toward a change in planetary consciousness through the active involvement of women at every level of society. The first four conferences were sponsored by the United Nations. The last was held in Beijing in 1995 and produced the Beijing Platform for Action, which if fully implemented on a global scale would make the world a safe place for women and children. This will be possible only when violence of all kinds—from domestic to war, is no longer acceptable. 

http://www.5wwc.org/1.html
TRAINING MANUALS
Leadership Capacity Development Program 
The Leadership Capacity Development Program is a unique resource within the development community that offers customized support to groups of government, civil society, and private sector leaders who are looking for innovative solutions to tough... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1097552

NGO & PROGRAMME PROFILE

Irish Aid and Gender page 

"The overarching objective of Irish Aid is the reduction of poverty, inequality and exclusion in developing countries. Irish Aid’s White Paper recognizes gender as a priority issue that cut’s across all of Irish Aid’s work. We recognize that gender equality is an integral and essential element of any poverty-reduction strategy."
http://www.irishaid.gov.ie/development_gender.asp 
Role of a Woman Leader in Cooperative Dairy Movement: Story of NDDB – Woman 
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) is a pioneer national level institute in India, which was established to extend the success of Anand Milk Union Limited (AMUL) and to replicate AMUL pattern dairy movement throughout India. 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1097488

Aga Khan Development Network - AKDN's Involvement in Education

The AKDN's education programmes cover a wide spectrum of activities ranging from early childhood development through to a variety of tertiary degrees, including medicine, nursing, education and Islamic studies. 

http://www.akdn.org/education/ 
FHI Women's Studies Project (WSP) in Egypt and Other Countries 
The Women's Studies Project (WSP), a five-year research project that ended in 1999, was funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development. The Project examined the immediate and long-term consequences of the use of family planning methods and...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1099333 

Human Rights Education Programme for Women (HREP)

"WWHR - Human Rights Education Program has been implemented in the field on an on-going basis since 1995, and as a result of this uninterrupted implementation has nation-wide outreach reached over 5000 women in 33 provinces located throughout all seven geographical regions of Turkey up to date.  As a result of this uninterrupted implementation, HREP now has nation-wide outreach through the Community Centers located in 30 provinces spread throughout all seven geographic regions of Turkey, and up-to-date over 3000 women have participated in the program."
http://www.wwhr.org/kihep.php
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