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NEWS
GENDER
GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 

Arab women bring campaign for greater equality to fundamental front: The right to share one's nationality 

Women from across the Middle East wrapped up a four-day Nationality Campaign conference on Thursday aimed at pressuring their governments to enable women to exercise equal citizenship and nationality rights. The article highlights statements from Lina Abou-Habib, the Campaign regional coordinator, as well as accomplishments from Morocco’s ADFM and Egypt’s Forum for Women in Development (FWID).
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=81398 

GENDER & ECONOMY

Forum Seeks Empowerment of Women to Help Develop Society    

The Kuwait Transparency Society (KTS) Women Emp-owering Centre opened the National Forum for Women under “Emp-owering Kuwaiti Females: A Civilization Demand and Future View” sponsored and attended by Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, at the Salwa Hall.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=search&id=296942&lang=en 

Saudi Women Firm Assumes Role of Employment Bureau  
As part of its initiative to promote job opportunities for Saudi women, a Riyadh-based women-only company is acting as an employment bureau for Saudi women. “We launched this project to help qualified and skilled Saudi women find suitable career opportunities in the private sector in the Kingdom,” said Banan Abutair, chairperson of ECSA Hire and Higher, the Kingdom’s first-ever women’s employment bureau. http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=302345&news_type=Top&lang=en
GENDER RIGHTS

SUDAN 

Sudanese Women to be stoned for Adultery--Amnesty
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Two Sudanese women have been sentenced to death by stoning for adultery after a trial in which they had no lawyer and which used Arabic, not their first language, the rights group Amnesty International said. 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/MCD051092.htm 

GLOBAL
Eritrea Bans Female Circumcision 
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Eritrea has banned the life-threatening practice of female circumcision, the Eritrean information ministry has said. Anybody involved in female genital mutilation (FGM) would be punished with a fine and imprisonment, it said. 

The move follows a campaign against the practice by the National Union of Eritrean Women, which says more than 90% of Eritrean women are circumcised. 

For more info: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6527619.stm 

Muslim Face Veil Banned in Quebec Vote

MONTREAL --Muslim women will have to remove their face coverings if they want to vote in upcoming elections in Quebec, a government official said Friday, reversing his earlier decision to allow the veils.

http://www.boston.com/news/world/europe/articles/2007/03/23/muslim_face_veil_banned_in_quebec_vote?mode=PF
Malaysia's Islamic Officials Seize Baby from Mother Who Sought a Hindu Life 

Islamic authorities took away the baby of a Muslim woman who is living as a Hindu in defiance of the law in the latest case of religious conflict straining ties in multiethnic Malaysia, officials said Friday.

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/04/06/asia/AS-GEN-Malaysia-Custody-Struggle.php  
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Sex Slavery Widespread in England 

Young women tricked into coming to England, often by boyfriends, are being sold off in auctions at airport coffee shops as soon as they arrive. They are among the thousands of women brought into the UK to be sex slaves, usually with no idea of their fate. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/6459369.stm 

…while on Japan Prime Minister Apologizes for WWII Sex Slaves

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, under fire abroad for denying government involvement in forcing women to serve as sex slaves during the Second World War, said yesterday he was "apologizing here and now as the prime minister".

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/03/27/10113865.html 

GENDER & POLITICS 
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Moroccan Women Seek Increased Representation in Legislative Elections 

As Morocco prepares to create candidate lists for September's legislative elections, women are stepping up efforts to increase their representation both on party lists and in parliament itself. The current 10% quota requires only thirty women to have seats in parliament. Rabéa Naciri, a community activist and president of the Moroccan Democratic Women’s Association (Association Démocratique des Femmes du Maroc), feels that this figure is too low for a country seeking to project a modern image and which has decided to raise the status of women.

http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2007/04/08/feature-01 


… And in Qatar, three Women to Stand in Municipal Elections    

Three women are among 116 candidates who have registered to stand in Sunday’s municipal elections in the gas-rich Gulf state of Qatar, an official statement carried by the state QNA news agency said.

The elections are only the third to the emirate-wide 29-seat council which advises the ministry of municipal affairs and agriculture.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=297847&news_type=Top&lang=en 

GENDER & ICT 

Egyptian blogs begin new conversation for women 

Like many people living in countries where expressing unorthodox views can be difficult, Egyptians have turned to the Internet. The recent surge in blogging has given many Egyptians the opportunity to voice opinions about a range of subjects. www.humanrightshouse.org/dllvis5.asp?id=5247
TOP(
REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER & HEALTH 

Cervical Cancer: A Qualitative Study on Subjectivity, Family, Gender and Health Services

"In 2002, cervical cancer was one of the leading causes of death in Mexico. Quantitative techniques allowed for the identification of socioeconomic, behavioral and biological characteristics that are part of its etiology. However such characteristics...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/pop/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1095267
GENDER & EDUCATION  
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Inexcusable Absence: Why 60 Million Girls Still Aren't In School and What to do About It 

"The widespread neglect of the education of girls is one of the most distressing problems in the world today, which blights their future and damages the rest of the society as well. This is a very welcome report on an extraordinarily important problem, and I hope it will receive the attention it richly deserves."

http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/11898 

Malaysia's Islamic Officials Seize Baby from Mother Who Sought a Hindu Life 

Islamic authorities took away the baby of a Muslim woman who is living as a Hindu in defiance of the law in the latest case of religious conflict straining ties in multiethnic Malaysia, officials said Friday.

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/04/06/asia/AS-GEN-Malaysia-Custody-Struggle.php  

GENDER, TRADE & ECONOMY 
Is Microfinance a 'Magic Bullet' for Women's Empowerment?
Analysis of Findings from South Asia, Kabeer, N., October 2005 This article sets out the limitations and possibilities of microfinance in terms of women's empowerment.

http://www.siyanda.org/static/kabeer_microfinance_bullet.htm?em=0407   

Investing in Women, Beyond the Rhetoric

This Global Fund for Women 2004-2005 Annual Report details how the Global Fund is moving beyond the rhetoric by investing in women's efforts to change the world. Read stories from the front lines about how Global Fund grantees are claiming rights to food security.

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1094515
The American University in Cairo: Pathways to Women’s Empowerment Program

AUC's Social Research Center and five partner academic institutions around the world are currently involved in a five-year research project to examine the factors that lead to women's empowerment. For more information: 

http://www.aucegypt.edu/resources/smc/newsstory.cfm?newsid=475 

The Economic Advancement of Women in Jordan

A Country Gender Assessment, Social and Economic Development Group Middle East and North Africa Region (MENA), May 2005. This report argues that women's economic advancement is central to the country's productivity and competitiveness, and it proposes a number of policy priorities and recommendations to advance the contribution of Jordanian women to the country's development.

http://www.siyanda.org/static/mena_assessment_jordan.htm?em=0407
More than Money: Strategies to Build Women's Economic Power

This Impact report by the Global Fund for Women outlines key lessons learned from the Fund's three-year economic opportunity initiative. The publication of the report is the result of a partnership between the Three Guineas Fund and the Global Fund for Women.

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/aideffectiveness/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1094520
Survival, Change and Decision-Making in Rural Households: Three Village Case Studies from Eastern Morocco

Elhouafi and Taghilast are poor communities where rainfed cereal production and extensive livestock-rearing are practiced in increasingly degraded natural environments. In spite of the many similarities between the two villages, the case studies...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1094429
Where is the money for women's rights?

This report assesses the resources and the role of donors in the promotion of women's rights and the support of women's rights organizations. The report, which is the result of an ongoing action research initiative, is launched by AWID.

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23963
GENDER & POLICIES 

Platform for Action 1 - Promoting Women's Equal Access to Power

Centre for Asia-Pacific Women in Politics (CAPWIP): This Platform for Action is a summary of the ideas and reflections drawn from the First Congress of Asia-Pacific Women in Politics held in Manila, Philippines on June 21-23, 1994. http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1097064www.
Platform for Action 2 - Promoting the Empowerment of the Women Electorate

Centre for Asia-Pacific Women in Politics (CAPWIP): Women in Politics is not just about getting women into elective and appointive positions in government. It is also about getting half of the world's population to assert their rights and exercise…

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1097067www.
Towards Political Empowerment for Jordanian Women

What are the obstacles to women's political empowerment in Jordan and how should a strategy to address these obstacles be developed? This report investigates this.

http://www.siyanda.org/static/unifem_empowerment_jordan.htm?em=0407
Convention on the Elimination of all Discrimination against Women

This report presents the gender equality policy measures implemented by the Jordanian government in the period July 1997 to July 2005.

http://www.siyanda.org/static/cedaw_jordan_2005.htm?em=0407
Women, Political Decision-Making, and Peace-Building

Women generally are excluded from political decision-making processes. This article describes UN attempts to establish more inclusive practices through the Beijing Platform for Action (1995). As shown by the Beijing +5 Review, progress for women is limited. http://taylorandfrancis.metapress.com/content/cfetx2u4jaeqfda0
GENDER RIGHTS 

EGYPT 
First Group of Female Judges Appointed 

"Egypt's appointment of female judges sends a strong message about including women's voices in the judicial process." However the government should ensure that female judges are not solely relegated to certain types of courts, such as family courts. 

http://www.hrw.org/english/docs/2007/03/22/egypt15536.htm 

GLOBAL 

Communities have a key role to play in preventing domestic violence

On the occasion of the Congress session, the debate on domestic violence was opened by the Secretary General Terry Davis, who stressed the particular importance of having a strong campaign at the local and regional level. http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1095335
The Social Watch 2007: Gender Equity Index (GEI)

The Social Watch 2007 Gender Equity Index (GEI) has been presented in the context of the 51st Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women in early March. The GEI was developed to measure inequities in different areas of women's and men's...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1094066
IRAN

Iraqi Women’s Freedom Vanishing

"What Washington politicians rarely talk about are the vanishing freedoms for Iraqi women, for whom democracy is a receding goal. Their lives are being destroyed by the thugs in their streets that the United States and its dwindling number of allies have no hope of controlling", says Sheila Gibbons. 

http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm?aid=3120 

JORDAN 
Honoring the Killers: Justice Denied For "Honor" Crimes In Jordan, 

Human Rights Watch, January 2007 In Jordan, a woman's life is at risk if she engages in allegedly "immoral or shameful" acts - like talking to a man who is not her husband. This report describes the social context in which "honour" crimes take place in Jordan and provides detailed recommendations to enhance the protection of women and girls.

http://www.siyanda.org/static/hrw_honoring_killers.htm?em=0407 
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MAGHREB 
Maghreb nations succeeding in improving rights of women and children 

A recent report by UNICEF titled Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality outlines the region's progress in strengthening the rights of women and children. Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria were singled out for their unique commitment to empowering women.

 http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/print/en_GB/features/awi/features/2007/03/18/feature-02 

QATAR 

Qatari Women Find Key to Greater Emancipation

More than 70 per cent of the students at Qatari universities are women, a factor that might deeply change Qatar's social profile and customs in the next few years, experts warned.” While in some Arab countries women's literacy rates are very small, such as Mauritania and Yemen, in other countries like Qatar, UAE and Kuwait, women are becoming more educated than men," 

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/03/24/10113205.html 
GENDER & MEDIA 

Etude sur le rôle des femmes dans les médias maghrébins

L’étude Profession : Journalisme maghrébin au féminin a pour objectif de vérifier et de déterminer dans quelle mesure la femme journaliste vit dans l’entreprise média maghrébine un statut et des conditions professionnelles particuliers.

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1093531
TOP(
RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
Choosing Open Source: A Decision Making Guide for Civil Society Organizations

This online document discusses the benefits of OSS for civil society and non-profit organizations. It provides an introduction to the topic, tackling questions like 'what is open source?' and 'how will it benefit my organization?' It also includes practical advice on how to review OSS packages and select the right ones for the job at hand. http://www.comminit.com/materials/ma2004/materials-51.html
A health handbook for women with disabilities

Women with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to poverty, exploitation, abuse, and social marginalization. This handbook is aimed at helping women with disabilities better care for themselves, improve their general health, their capabilities and self-reliance, and their ability to participate more effectively in their communities. The book provides basic information to help women with disabilities stay healthy, and will also help those who assist women with disabilities to provide good care. http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC19172
NGO PROFILE
Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI)

The DPI promotes human rights of persons with disabilities worldwide. Today, DPI boasts 135 national assemblies, 70% of which are in developing countries. DPI ensures equal representation of its members through a decentralized regional structure, which facilitates leadership and strategy development at the local level. w

 HYPERLINK "http://www.dpi.org/" \o "http://www.dpi.org/" ww.dpi.org  
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