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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Papers requested for special issue of Feminist Media Studies

Feminist Media Studies, a transdisciplinary, transnational forum for scholars, professionals and activist pursuing feminist approaches to the field of media and communication studies, is inviting contributions 
to a special issue entitled "Feminist Contributions to Cultural Policy." Submissions must conform to the journal's style guidelines, which can be found at http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/14680777.asp
TOP(
NEWS
INTERNATIONAL 

Linking Businesswomen Worldwide

Global Summit of women 2007 Update: Meet Participating leaders

The President of Latvia, Vaira Vike-Freiberga, leads a stellar group of women leaders from business and government who are planning to be part of the 2007 Global Summit of Women to be held in Berlin, Germany from June 14-16th. The first woman president of Latvia, Dr. Vike-Freiberga is credited with enabling her country's inclusion in NATO and in the European Union. Nominated by three Baltic States for the post of Secretary-General of the United Nations, President Vike-Freiberga was initially appointed by Kofi Annan to be part of the commission looking into implementing reforms within this international organization.  http://www.globewomen.com/about/aboutus.asp 

Women’s voice was strong and clear at WSF, Nairobi

The women’s movement had a stronger voice at Nairobi 2007 than in all other forums and has made genuine attempts to link their issues into other processes, Fatma Aloo, a member of the WSF organization committee, said Wednesday. Aloo, who is... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/hiv/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1088505

ALGERIA

UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women to visit Algeria

Yakin Ertürk, the United Nations Human Rights Council's Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, will conduct a fact-finding mission to Algeria from 22 January to 1 February 2007. http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/10C645A5F40BAE8CC12572660054FB29?opendocument
KUWAIT 

Kuwait Women Urge Unity against Sectarianism   
Kuwaiti women activists called yesterday for unity to avert a sectarian rift between Islam’s two main sects amid concern in the Gulf state about the fallout of sectarian violence in neighboring Iraq.

Kindly check: http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=278960&news_type=Top&lang=en
EGYPT 

The Egyptian Center for Women's Rights Seminar on the Status of Arab Women as Reported by the Arab Human Development Report

The Arab Human Development Report for 2005 found that Arab women's contributions and position in the fields of the arts, sciences and politics still suffer from discrimination and the lowest rate of political participation.

http://www.ecwronline.org/english/index.htm
SAUDI ARABIA 

Saudi Princess Would Let Women Drive

The most prominent princess in Saudi Arabia's royal family said Thursday that if she could change one thing about her country, she would let women drive a rare and direct challenge to the driving ban imposed by the kingdom's ruling male elite. For more info, kindly check the following:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/25/AR2007012500929.html?referrer=emailarticle
Increase in Women's Jobs in Government & Labor Sector - Top Jobs Reserved for Saudi Women  

Top jobs, especially in the ministries of education and higher education are to be reserved for women. The Education Ministry, which announced the plans two weeks ago, has already appointed more than 27 women in top positions. Five posts for deans have been reserved for women as part of the government’s efforts to place women in top positions and give them more autonomy concerning girls’ education.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=global_search&id=274674&lang=en
Speakers Call for Greater Saudi Women Participation Based on Islamic Model    

The implementation of women empowerment becomes a distant dream when the very mention of the term itself evokes strong reaction from women themselves. It happened at a seminar held at Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry on Wednesday night. Speakers, despite their belief in the importance of women’s empowerment, disagreed over the definition of the term “empowerment” as well as its Western origin.   

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=global_search&id=278313&lang=en
IRAN 
Iran police move into fashion business

Women in high-heeled shoes and plenty of make-up strut down the catwalk amid clouds of artificial smoke. It is the first time live models have been allowed to appear in a fashion show in post-revolutionary Iran. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6213854.stm
Campaign for One Million Signatures for Women's Human Rights in Iran 

"The Campaign for One Million Signatures demonstrates that the women’s rights movement does not belong to any particular group or class of women or to educated and urban women, but that it belongs to all Iranian women. 

https://www.mahnaz6.org/template.php?id=75#E
Iran: Conservatives draft legislation to limit women’s access to university 

The increasing number of women in Iranian universities is worrying Iran's authorities and parliament is discussing a draft law to limit access to female students. 65 percent of university students in Iran are women. The MPs with the ultra conservative Osulgarayan (loyal to principles) political faction of Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad announced it will soon present the bill to "rebalance the university's population," claiming that … for more info: 

http://www.adnki.com/index_2Level_English.php?cat=Politics&loid=8.0.380517871&par=0
OTHERS

Israel - Rabbinical Panel Bars Ultra-Orthodox Women from Continuing Education Programs

A committee of rabbis formulating the education policy in the ultra-Orthodox community has prohibited women's continuing education programs and severely restricted other study courses, thus blocking the advancement and development of haredi women's careers. http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/808316.html
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REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER & TRADE 

Charter of Principles for African Feminists - Feminist Dialogues Prior to World Social Forum

The launching of the Charter of Feminists Principles for African Feminists at the 3rd International Feminist Dialogue marks a major contribution by the African Feminist Forum (AFF) and the larger feminist movement to the on-going world social forum. The AFF took place last year in Ghana and this space was created as an autonomous space in which African feminists from all walks of life and at different levels including local levels and the academia, could reflect on a collective basis and chart ways to strengthen and grow the feminists movement on the continent.

http://feministdialogues.isiswomen.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=69&Itemid=1
Achieving Women's Economic and Social Rights: Strategies and Lessons from Experience
Symington, A., Gokal, S. & Principe, T., January 2006 http://www.siyanda.org/newadditions.htm,
GENDER & EDUCATION 

UNESCO: Education for All report on Iraq Part I 

This EFA report contributed by Victor K. Mugarura seeks all statements and information concerning education for all and explains two important objects: The evolution in the directions, and… for more info: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/elearning/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1088710

UNESCO: Education for All report on Iraq Part II 
This second part of EFA Report on Iraq presents the progress and proceeding towards the objectives of achieving, the efficiency of the Strategy of E.F.A, main problems which confront E.F.A in Iraq and the impact of war on the education system.  http://topics.developmentgateway.org/iraq/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1088376

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM - Fight for Your Rights, Despite Globalization, Women Urged 

Women, especially in the developing world, who continue to bear the burden of the negative impact of globalization, must fight for their rights, a Kenyan civil rights activist said on Monday at the World Social Forum (WSF). 
"We are not powerless; women are standing together in spite of the burden to dispossess us," Wahu Kaara, an activist and one of the organizers of the WSF, said at the United Nations offices in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi. 

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=57152&SelectRegion=East_Africa,%20&SelectCountry=Global
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

Masculinity and the changing status of women: a field study – Prof. Azza Charara Beydoun 

Through this study, launched in 2006, the author tries to review changing identities of contemporary youth. The author examines self perception of masculinity and feminity, attitudes vis-à-vis gender roles in our societies…  for more information: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/inner/Masculinity%20and%20changing%20status%20of%20women.doc 
Order the book from the Arab Cultural Center – Beirut 

Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference: "Strengthening the Role of Women in Society"
Ministers of the EU and the Mediterranean partner countries met in Istanbul, Turkey, on 14-15 November for the first Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on “Strengthening the Role of Women in Society.” Based on their shared international, regional and national commitments, they agreed to work within a common framework of action to strengthen women’s role in the political, civil, social, economic and cultural spheres, as well as to fight against discrimination. http://ec.europa.eu/comm/external_relations/euromed/publication/2006/euromed_report96_en.pdf 

Globalization and Inequality: Historical Trends 
This paper surveys trends in both international economic integration and inequality over the past 150 years, as well as the links between them. In doing so, it distinguishes between (a) the different dimensions of globalization; and (b)...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/businessenvironment/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1087785

Women’s Lives and Experiences: Changes in the Past Ten Years? 
This new full-color book takes a close look at how women’s lives have improved since the landmark 1994 International Conference on Population and Development. “Women’s Lives” analyzes the results of the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) for 54... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/youth/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1087945

GENDER & HEALTH 

Women’s general and reproductive health in global supply chains
In developing economies, women account for a disproportionately large percentage of the workforce engaged in manufacturing for export markets. This report identifies critical health and reproductive health needs of women working in global supply chains, provides best practice examples of factory-based reproductive health (RH) programmes, and offers recommendations for factory managers to improve the health of women workers.

http://www.eldis.org/cf/search/disp/DocDisplay.cfm?Doc=DOC23400
GENDER RIGHTS 

51% of US Women Are Now Living Without Spouse

For what experts say is probably the first time, more American women are living without a husband than with one, according to a New York Times analysis of census results.

In 2005, 51 percent of women said they were living without a spouse, up from 35 percent in 1950 and 49 percent in 2000. For further info: http://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/16/us/16census.html?th=&emc=th&pagewanted=print
On the Margins: Violence against Women with Disabilities

Research Report Written for the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation, Naidu, E., Haffejee, S., Vetten, L. & Hargreaves, S., April 2005 South African women with disabilities are more vulnerable to violence than non-disabled women, experience it in different and particular ways, and receive inappropriate and inadequate support services from local providers. http://www.siyanda.org/Static/naidu_disabilities.htm
Women, Men, and Gun Violence: Options for Action 

(in Arabic, English, French, and Spanish), Buchanan, C., Flood, M. et al., July 2005. http://www.siyanda.org/newadditions.htm
A question of security: violence against Palestinian women and girls

Why have female victims of violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) persistently been denied safety and justice? This report assesses the factors contributing to the worsening situation for women, and it examines the reasons for the Palestinian Authority's (PA) continuing failure to respond effectively to such violence.

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23500 

Counting invisible workers: Girls in domestic activities within their homes

This document argues that the participation of girls in child Labour is underestimated by not taking into account household tasks. The lack of visibility of the intensity and hazardousness of this type of work keeps an important group of girls out of the scope of policies oriented towards reducing child labour.

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23414 
In Egypt, a New Battle Begins Over the Veil
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Forget about widespread poverty, dilapidated schools, chronic unemployment or public anger over police brutality. What brings Egyptian officials to their feet, what makes them shouting mad, what inspires the call for public hearings and a minister’s resignation? 

Lately the answer has been: criticism of the hijab, the Islamic style of dressing in which a woman covers her head and neck beneath a scarf, and drapes her body in loose-fitting clothing to hide her figure.

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/28/weekinreview/28slackman.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
 NEPAL: UNFPA Hails Women's Rights Action by Nepali Lawmakers

KATHMANDU, Nepal - A resolution passed by Nepali legislators last week is a milestone in the advancement of women's civil and political rights, the Representative of UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, said today. 

On 30 May 2006, the recently reinstated House of Representatives granted citizenship rights to children born to Nepali mothers; previously only fathers could pass on citizenship. They also called for 33 per cent of civil service jobs to be reserved for women, and asked the Government to review all laws that discriminate against women and girls. 

http://www.unfpa.org/news/news.cfm?ID=799
Psychosocial challenges and interventions for women affected by conflict

Women who have been sexually violated can suffer humiliation and shame, even become ostracized by those who consider rape to bring dishonor to a woman's family and community. 

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23560
Teacher identities and empowerment of girls against sexual violence

To understand how teachers can contribute to empowering students - especially girls - to build positive gender identities and violence-free relationships, it is important to understand the way that teachers' own gender identities are created and acted out in both their personal lives and at work. There has been little examination of this question in Sub-Saharan Africa. Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23545
The impact of harmful traditional practices on the girl child 
Harmful traditional values and practices are a root causes for discrimination and violence against girls. This paper explores initiatives taken by the Inter-African Committee (IAC) to eradicate long accepted forms of violence, including early and forced marriage, male-child preference and female genital mutilation (FGM).

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23410 

Temporary ‘Enjoyment Marriages’ Back in Iraq

Fatima Ali was a 24-year-old divorcee with no high school diploma and no job. Shawket al-Rubae was a 34-year-old Shiite sheik with a pregnant wife who, he said, could not have sex with him. Ali wanted someone to take care of her. Rubae wanted a companion. http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/16717237/
What happened to the women? Gender and reparations for human rights violations 

This online book chronicles human rights violations against women in the context of violent conflict, with a focus on what these crimes mean to the women themselves and what happens in their aftermath. A key subject covered in the book is that of reparations to women who have suffered, and a consideration of how these procedures can take into account the particular nature of violations suffered by women, while contributing to increasing women's status as equal citizens. For more info: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23271 
GENDER & ICT 

Bangladesh and the "mobile lady" concept: "Making ICTs relevant to the poor" 
This paper was written by D.Net an ICT4D organization based in bangladesh. It introduces the history and outputs of the "Mobile lady" using mobile phone as an effective ?last-mile solution' to take information to the poor. "Making ICTs relevant to... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1088297


Gender and Information Communication Technologies (ICT) in Taiwan 
Technological innovations have always been treated as a gender neutral phenomenon, though in reality they impact women and men differently and often unequally. Due to their inferior status within the household and within the community women always...  http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1087852
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RESOURCES & TRIAINING MATERIALS
TRAINING MANUALS
Participatory Methods Toolkit: A Practitioner's Manual
The King Baudouin Foundation and the Flemish Institute for Science and Technology Assessment, both actively involved in participatory methods, developed the first edition of this publication with the aim of creating a hands-on toolkit for starting up and managing participatory projects. The core of the toolkit consists of in-depth descriptions of 13 participatory methods. http://www.comminit.com/materials/ma2006/materials-3053.html
NGO PROFILE

EU policy - Gender Equality

EU policy as regards equality between women and men takes a comprehensive approach which includes legislation, mainstreaming and positive actions. Financial support is also available via an action programme. Please click the following link to access the website: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/gender_equality/index_en.html
Global Women's Leadership Network - Unleashing the World's Greatest Untapped Source of Leadership 
The Global Women's Leadership Network at Santa Clara University is building an international network of women leaders. We empower those who dare to transform their organizations, their communities, and the world. Our programs cultivate international... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1088530
Global Fund for Women Grants

GFW Supports women's groups that advance the human rights of women and girls, more specifically for women's groups based outside the United States. Grants will range from US$500 to US$20,000 for operating and project expenses. Deadline: Rolling  http://www.comminit.com/funding2007/grants2007/funding-105.html
Women's Funding Network 
The Women's Funding Network is a membership of over 100 women's and girls' funds that provide financial support for activities that aim to improve the lives of women and girls. Most funds are public meaning they are groups that need to raise money in... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1089123
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