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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
CALL FOR PAPERS - Engaging Islam Conference - Islam through the Lens of Feminism

The conference, organized by Fall Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston - ill be organized along three days, with six sessions tackling these broad themes: Defining Islamic Feminisms, Social Movements, Social Transformations… etc. to know more please follow this link:http://www.engagingislam.umb.edu/
TOP(
NEWS
Woman wins seat in first-ever UAE election
Kobaissi, architect in mid-30s who teaches at Emirates University, comes third with 265 votes.
A woman was elected to an advisory council in the United Arab Emirates on Saturday in the first national polls in the Gulf country, in which only a tiny part of the population is taking part.
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/uae/?id=18799 

UN urges freedoms for Arab women 
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Discrimination against women is holding back economic and social development across the Arab World, a report by the UN's development agency says. Arab women must be given greater access to education, employment, health care and public life, the report says. For more information: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6216896.stm 

Labour unions urge Syrian government to open schools for domestic workers

A scarcity of work for women in Syria has forced local labour unions to urge the government to open schools to train Syrian women to become domestic workers.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56896&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=SYRIA
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REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER 

GENDER & TRADE 

Addressing the differential impacts of trade on women and men 

This conference report points to the lack of mechanisms that exist to hold the World Trade Organisation (WTO), governments and other international players to account for women's rights. As the WTO did not exist at the time of the Fourth World... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1085026
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

En Route to Equality: A Gender Review of National MDG Reports
This is an update to the earlier report "Millennium Development Goals: National Reports A Look trough A Gender Lens" (2003). The report is a gender review of 78 MDGRs assessing the extent to which gender has been included or mainstreamed into the reporting of each goal. Available on-line:

http://www.mdgender.net/resources/monograph_detail.php?MonographID=43
"Progress of the World's Women 2005: Women, Work and Poverty" 

In developing countries, informal employment comprises from 50 to 80 per cent of total non-agricultural employment. In nearly all developing countries (except for North Africa) the proportion of working women in informal employment is greater than... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084980
How did women fare in 2006? - A look at some of the women's rights developments of 2006

Last year saw large and small gains and setbacks for the rights and status of women all over the world. Liberia's Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf made history when she became the first woman in Africa to be elected head of state.

Several other women became heads of their governments. Jamaica and South Korea got their first ever female Prime Ministers; In Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, for the first time women were allowed to vote and stand for elections. One woman succeeded in securing a seat in the United Arab Emirates polls. for more info, please contact: resource@awid.org 

Saudi Businesswomen Make Progress but Face Hurdles    

There is a tide in the affairs of women in Saudi Arabia, which is being taken at the flood so as to create equal opportunities, status, growth and development, because it is almost widely being recognized that overlooked, it can only push back the ongoing reforms in the Kingdom in shallows and myriad difficulties. For more info:

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=global_search&id=273374&lang=en
Saudi Women’s Issues: Baby Steps and Individual Successes    

Perhaps there is no issue in Saudi Arabia more sensitive, more controversial and more shrouded in secrecy and contradictions than the issue of women. Whether it is driving, Shoura Council membership, legal rights, employment or anything concerning women, it is guaranteed to generate debate and media attention. More information:

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=global_search&id=274459&lang=en
GENDER RIGHTS 

Appalling conditions of women prisoners disputed

Conflicting opinions exist within the Iraqi government on how female prisoners are treated. According to the Iraqi Minister of Women's Affairs and local NGOs, female prisoners in Iraq are held in appalling conditions, often without charge, and are sometimes raped and tortured.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56720&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=IRAQ
Rights of Iraqi women under growing threat—UNICEF

GENEVA, Dec 12 (Reuters) - The rights of Iraqi women and girls are under growing threat in the home, school, workplace and political sphere, the United Nations said. Women head one in 10 households in Iraq, where violence is curtailing their freedoms and poverty is limiting their access to basic services including health care, the U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF) said in a statement. For more information: http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L1261802.htm 

Libyan Women Consider the Veil 
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The BBC's Rana Jawad in Libya's capital, Tripoli, explores the moral and religious dilemmas women are facing over wearing a veil. It is a typical day for Najat Tarhouni; she's come back from work and her friend drops by for a chat. Najat normally wears a veil in public but prefers not to when standing outside her building as she flaunts her thick, long hair. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6170411.stm 

Algerian women speak out on violence
The young woman's smile is sad, her greeting weary. Assaulted by her half brother, Farida took refuge in one of 30 safe houses throughout the Algerian capital that shelter abused women. “After she was assaulted, Farida practically lost her mind,” recalled Myriam Belala, president of a help group called SOS Women in Trouble.

http://www.dawn.com/2006/12/10/int14.htm 

HAJ FATAAWA  

Haj without husband’s permission?

One who does not have a “male relative” is not obliged to perform Haj!

Things to beware of whilst in state of ihram!

Women enter the ihraam in any clothing they wish!

These questions were compiled from (The Permanent Committee for Islamic Research and Fataawa)

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=119135&version=1&template_id=47&parent_id=27 

GENDER & HEALTH 

Gender and equity in access to health care services in the Middle East and North Africa

This article, published by the Population Reference Bureau, investigates differences in access to health care services between men and women in the Middle East and North Africa. It suggests that significant inequalities in access to health care services and overall health status persist for the region's women, especially in the area of reproductive health. For more information: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23240 

Women bear the brunt of bird flu

Judging from the gender ratio of infections in Egypt, women are most at risk of avian influenza contagion than men, said Hamdi Abdel Wahed, media official at the health ministry. All of the eight deaths that have occurred in Egypt as a result of avian flu have been among women.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56839&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=EGYPT
Insecurity and poverty put pregnant women in danger

For years Salah Hussein, 26, had dreamed of having a child, but he never imagined that his wish would be marred by the death of his wife in childbirth.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56844&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=IRAQ
HUMAN RIGHTS

Arab Charter on Human Rights 

Council of the League of Arab States, September 15, 1994, reprinted in 18 Hum. Rts. L.J. 151 (1997).  

To know more about the agreed articles, please follow this link: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/arabcharter.html
ECONOMY & TRADE 

World Bank: Civil Society Engagement: A Review of Years 2005 and 2006 
The 106-page report is divided into five sections: policy dialogue and consultations; civic engagement and participation; operational collaboration and institutional partnerships; global, regional, and country-based engagement; and outreach to civil... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084987

Poor data limits aid work in Lebanon 

The lack of centralized, detailed development-related data in Lebanon has hampered the efficiency of emergency and rehabilitation efforts, humanitarian experts have said.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56833&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=LEBANON
HEALTH 

The double burden of malnutrition: case studies from six developing countries 
This 2006 Food and Agriculture Organization publication assesses the extent of the "double burden" of malnutrition in six developing countries - China, Egypt, India, Mexico, the Philippines and South Africa. 

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23189 

Tackling social exclusion in health and education: case studies from Asia

This IDS paper draws together some of the lessons from a study commissioned by DFID to identify ways of tackling social exclusion through promising practices in health and education in the Asia region. For more information: 

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23066 
TOP(
RESOURCES & SOURCE BOOKS

The Dutch Women's Thesaurus 

The Dutch Women's Thesaurus has been constructed as a professional tool for students, researchers and librarians to describe and locate women's information in the collections of libraries, documentation centers and archives.

The Dutch Women's Thesaurus is a standardized list of about 2400 semantically and generically related terms with detailed instructions for use. http://www.iiav.nl/eng/iiav/publicaties/index_thesaurus.html
 

The Human Rights of Women - The People's Movement for Human Rights Education 

What are the Human Rights of Women? 

Every woman and girl is entitled to the realization of all human rights -- civil, political, economic, social and cultural -- on equal terms with men, free from discrimination. Women and girls also enjoy certain human rights specifically linked to their status as women. http://www.pdhre.org/rights/women.html
BRIDGE Cutting Edge Pack: gender and sexuality
Have development interventions promoted only negative messages in relation to sexuality, ignoring poor people's rights to pleasure, affirmation and joy through sex and sexuality? This Cutting Edge Pack hopes to inspire thinking on this question; for more information: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22166 
TRAINING MANUALS
Researching Violence against Women: A Practical Guide for Researchers and Activists (Entire Manual)

This manual draws on the collective experiences and insights of many individuals, and in particular from the implementation of the WHO Multi-country Study on Women's Health and Domestic Violence against Women in over 10 countries. Direct Link to 259-page Manual:  http://www.path.org/files/GBV_rvaw_complete.pdf
 

Guide to Reference Sources on Trafficking in Women / Guide to Websites on Trafficking in Women

MIGS is pleased to make available its Guide to Reference Sources on Trafficking in Women and its Guide to Websites on Trafficking in Women. The aim of the Reference Guide is to identify reference sources in English for trafficking issues worldwide. For more information: http://www.medinstgenderstudies.org/?p=134 

Gender Guide to World Bank and IMF Policy-Based Lending
The new Guide highlights the gendered impacts of World Bank and International Monetary Fund policy-based loans. These loans impose policies on borrowing countries such as decreasing public spending, privatisation of essential services and unilaterally liberalising trade. These policies often deepen poverty, undermine gender equality, contribute to the spread of HIV/AIDS and bring about increased violence against women. For more information, see www.civicus.org/new/media/GenderGuide-WorldBank-IMF.pdf 

Developing a Common Dissemination Platform for Gender Statistics 
The development of a dissemination platform for statistics becomes more complex when that platform needs to be structured at the international level and when we focus on a very dynamic area, such as gender. The platform is composed of a list of... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1085238
 

NGO PROFILE

Sexuality and Social Change: Making the Connection Strategies for Action and Investment - Ford Foundation

This report is an effort by the Ford Foundation to stimulate conversation about, and to spur action and investment in, work focusing on the role of human sexuality in healthy human development. It is part of the Foundation's larger effort to respond to the lack of information and theoretical understanding in this field by supporting social science research and training, advocacy, and public education on sexuality, sexual health, and sexual rights.
http://www.comminit.com/redirect.cgi?r=http://www.fordfound.org/

International Health Awareness Network – IHAN - Empowering Health Through Education

The International Health Awareness Network (IHAN) is a not-for-profit, non-governmental organization in consultative status with the United Nations conceived at the "End of the Decade Women's Conference" in Nairobi, Kenya, during the United Nations' Third World Conference on Women in 1987.

http://www.ihan.org/about.html
Centre for Women Entrepreneurship (CWE) 
Centre for Women Entrepreneurship (CWE) was created in 2002 under a project, financed by the Republic of Austria under the Assistance Programme for the Central and Eastern European countries of the Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The project:... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084758


World Women Work 
This is a small, non-profit organization that seeks to support environmental conservation through the education and empowerment of women and their families. Started in 1998, it is a U.S. 501 (c) 3 organization that buys and sells craft objects made... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084782

Women Wake up 
Women Wake Up (WOWAP) is a Tanzanian non-governmental organisation (NGO) which is fighting against Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in our country. Despite the fact it is forbidden in Tanzania since 1998 there are thousands of young women being... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084940
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To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtd.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD.A / IRIS.
Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtd.org
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtd.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtd.org
All the available links were accessible during the preparation process

(Please accept our apologies if your subscribe / unsubscribe needs are not being met to your satisfaction, as errors will inevitably occur)









PAGE  
7

_1200393906.bin

