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NEWS
GENDER
GENDER & CULTURES

China - History of Female Imams in Chinese Mosques

At a tiny courtyard mosque tucked down a back alley in China's Muslim heartland, Wang Shouying leads other Muslim women in prayers and chants. 
Every day, Ms. Wang dons a green velvet robe and white scarf and preaches to dozens of women at the Little White Mosque in western China's Ningxia region.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/functions/print.php?StoryID=20061215-103351-4285r
Bahrain - Sprinter Ruqaya Al Ghasara Wears Traditional Muslim Dress

Bahrain sprinter Ruqaya Al Ghasara says she isn't held back by running in a hijab, or full Muslim headscarf. In fact, she says, it makes her even quicker. 

"Wearing traditional Muslim dress has encouraged me. It's not an obstacle - quite the opposite," said Al Ghasara, who won the gold medal in the 200-metres Monday night in 23.19 seconds.
http://www.wunrn.com
Speaking Out Against FGM/C in Egypt - Innocenti Research Centre Human Interest Story
"Mohamed Taha Naguib is a primary school teacher in the village of Zawyat Sultan in the Upper Egypt Governorate of Minya. Aged 37, he's married with two children, including an 8-year old daughter. Mohamed is also a volunteer with the Better Life…
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/hiv/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084686
Rejecting FGM/C: A Better Life for the Daughters 

An interview by Tiziana Barrucci: Minya, June 2006: Looking in her eyes you can easily feel the horror she was going through that day. As Reda Hassan recounted the moment which unalterably changed her life, she stared with an empty look into space.... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/hiv/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084693
 
How a Local Health Barber Gave Up on FGM/C
An interview by Tiziana Barrucci: Minya, June 2006: Promise me that you will write under my pictures that I stopped. I am not doing it any more and I want people to know. We are in Minya in Upper Egypt. As I watched Hassan- a big man with lively... 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/hiv/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084700
Female Genital Mutilation: How One Mother Came to Reject an Ancient Tradition 

The women came to my home early in the morning. They got hold of me and forced me to lie down. My hands and legs were held firmly and I could hardly move. They then spread my legs and the daya (village midwife) started cutting....
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/hiv/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084707
Religious, Political Arab Leaders Launch Project To Address HIV/AIDS in Middle East 
Religious and political leaders from 20 Arab countries at the close of a meeting of the League of Arab States in November announced a pan-Arab project to address HIV/AIDS in the Middle East, (the AP/Jerusalem Post reports). http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1083735

Who are the "moderate Muslims"? 
Muqtedar Khan, Ph.D., tries to define the term moderate Muslims and says it is not only becoming important in the post September 11 discussion of Islam and the West, it is also becoming highly contested. What do we really mean when we brand... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/iraq/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084315

Beliefs and Laws of Islam 
Stephen Bates explains the basics to non-Muslims with little previous knowledge. Islam is the religion of allegiance to God and his prophet Mohammed, who lived around 570-632 and came from a family of traders at Mecca.
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/iraq/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084316
GENDER & ICT

DgCommunity in Arabic 

In partnership with the Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Egypt, the Development Gateway will launch an all-Arabic dgCommunity in spring 2007. http://www.bibalex.org/english/media/NewsDetails.aspx?NewsID=992 

UNDP-APDIP Releases New Publication on Gender in the Information Society 
This publication features a collection of 13 papers developed for a Pre-World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) seminar, Gender Perspectives on the Information Society: South Asia Pre-WSIS Seminar, on 18-19 April 2005 in Bangalore, India. http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1083792
GENDER & RIGHTS
United Arab Emirates - Woman Voted to Advisory Council in First National Elections

A woman was elected to an advisory council in the United Arab Emirates on Saturday in the first national polls in the Gulf country, in which only a tiny part of the population is taking part. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/uae/?id=18799
Afghanistan - Violence against Women - Cultural Biases - Risks for Shelters & Support Services
The room was carpeted and cozy, warm from the wood stove and filled with the chatter of children. But the tales their mothers and older sisters told recently, speaking hesitantly even in the safety of a guarded private shelter, were bone-chilling. To access this article, go check:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/12/04/AR2006120401148.html
ISRAEL-OPT: Israel denies Palestinian children are jailed illegally

Palestinian Layth Ghalib Bedwan, 14, was arrested and detained by the Israeli authorities on 28 August 2006. Since then, his family has waited anxiously for him to return home. For more info, kindly check:
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56626&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=ISRAEL-OPT
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: US $4,000 a month, and not even a roof over their heads
For a rent of US $4,000 a month, the residents of a house in the Diafa neighbourhood on Dubai's coastal strip might have expected a decent roof over their heads.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56619&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=UNITED_ARAB_EMIRATES
Women Victims of War - Women for Women International

Please click website Link to access Women for Women International's Video: http://www.womenforwomen.org/watch.htm
Iraq - Rights of Iraqi Women - Challenges
The rights of Iraqi women and girls are under growing threat in the home, school, workplace and political sphere, the United Nations said on Tuesday. 

Women head one in 10 households in Iraq, where violence is curtailing their freedoms and poverty is limiting their access to basic services including health care, the U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF) said in a statement. http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L1261802.htm
Saudi Arabia - Classes in Wifehood to Promote Marriage - Divorce Rate Alarm
Khulud Abdul-Aziz enrolled in a course on manners, fashion and cooking that prepares young women to be good wives, saying she does not want to end up another statistic in Saudi Arabia's rising divorce rate. 

''I want to be qualified for marriage in every respect,'' said the 19-year-old university student who is getting married in a few months.  

http://www.suntimes.com/news/world/166810,CST-NWS-saudi10.article
 

IRAQ: Widows Become the Silent Tragedy
Hundreds of thousands of widows are becoming the silent tragedy of a country sliding deeper into chaos by the day. 
Widows are the flip side of violence that has meant more than a million men dead, detained or disabled, Iraqi NGOs estimate. These men's wives or mothers now carry the burden of running the families. http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=35751
Palestinian Women's National Soccer Team Spirited, Determined, Challenging Tradition

No field, no money, no wins - it's been tough going for the fledgling Palestinian women's national soccer team. Yet the players, some competing in headscarves and extra long shorts for modesty, shrug off their setbacks. They say they love the sense of strength and confidence they get from the game, as well as the rush of claiming a once forbidden place in a society largely run by men. http://www.mytelus.com/sports/article.do?articleID=2484662
 
Arab Women's Right to Nationality Campaign - Claiming Equal Citizenship

My Children Will Not be Able to Inherit Our House and Land: My husband and I are running a successful business here and have bought land and built a house for ourselves, all of which is written in my name. Please click website Link for comprehensive Claiming Equal Citizenship Campaign information: http://www.learningpartnership.org/citizenship/
GENDER & ECONOMY
Centre for Women Entrepreneurship

Centre for Women Entrepreneurship (CWE) was created in 2002 under a project, financed by the Republic of Austria under the Assistance Programme for the Central and Eastern European countries of the Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. http://topics.developmentgateway.org/glocalization/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084756

Dg Market for the Middle East is Planned for 2007 
DGF and Tejari announced the creation of Manshoori, an online government tender service for the Middle East market. The publishing platform will enable governments to post tenders in English and Arabic on infrastructure projects and other... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/iraq/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1083920
HUMAN RIGHTS
Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities Adopted by UN General Assembly - Disabled Women

The United Nations General Assembly has unanimously adopted a treaty on the rights of disabled people. 

The text of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was agreed by a UN committee in August. Check: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/6173073.stm
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GENDER 

Armenia - Almost Half of Armenia's Women Have Suffered Domestic Abuse - Research

Almost half of Armenia’s women have suffered domestic abuse, say researchers, yet this disturbing problem is being hushed up because of traditional attitudes. 
“Armenian women suffer violence, but they are afraid and keep silent, as they don’t believe that anything can be done about it,” said Consuelo Vidal, United Nations resident coordinator in Armenia at the launch of a 16-day programme Campaign against Gender Violence that continues until December 16.
http://www.iwpr.net/?p=crs&s=f&o=326150&apc_state=henpcrs
Iran - Stop Stoning Forever Campaign
Currently, in Iran, there are nine women sentenced to death by stoning on charges of adultery, compared to two men for the same offence -- highlighting the fact that this barbaric mode of execution is primarily a women's issue.
Please click website Link to access subsite references: http://www.meydaan.com/Stoning/default.aspx
India - Manifesto for Gender Equality in Indian Media
Indian women have greater visibility and voice than ever before – and they exercise influence in every sphere of public life. Strong and engaged movements of women work on issues of vital importance not only in their own lives, but to the country as a whole. The issue of women’s rights is today, 60 years after independence, a central pillar of political, social and cultural life and a key to continued development. To access this manifesto: http://www.ifj.org/default.asp?Index=4479&Language=EN
 
Culture, Community and Violence (Against Women) - Amnesty International 
In every part of the world, women’s roles and positions in society are prescribed. One of the key aspects of every culture is the way it defines gender roles. Almost without exception women are assigned to roles which are subservient to those of men.... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084008
Statement of NGO's on Reforming Gender Equality Architecture of the United Nations

Women’s groups from around the world welcome the recommendations on strengthening the gender equality architecture of the UN in the report released November 9, 2006 by the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel for UN System-wide Coherence. We urge member states to adopt these recommendations during the 61st session of the General Assembly and to set up a process to ensure their full and timely implementation.
http://www.iwraw-ap.org/news/joint_statement06.htm
The State of the World's Children 2007: Women and Children - The Double Dividend of Gender Equality. UNICEF
The State of the World’s Children 2007 examines the discrimination and disempowerment women face throughout their lives, and outlines what must be done to eliminate gender discrimination and empower women and girls. It looks at the status of women... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/glocalization/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1084450
Human Rights

Human Rights Watch World Report 2006 
The Human Rights Watch World Report 2006 contains information on human rights developments in more than 60 countries in 2005.To access this report: http://www.hrw.org/wr2k6/wr2006.pdf
Prostitution & Trafficking CSW 2007 Collaborative Statement
We, NGOs working toward the realization of gender equality for women and girls and the elimination of all forms of male violence against the girl child, affirm the need to protect and ensure the human rights and equality of girls.  To attain this goal, we must eradicate sexual violence and exploitation of girls. 

One of the most severe, devastating, and escalating practices of gender-based violence is the commercial sexual exploitation of women and girls of all ages, including prostitution, sex trafficking, the Internet bride industry, pornography, and sex tourism. http://www.wunrn.com
TRADE 

Access to finance for women entrepreneurs in South Africa: challenges and opportunities
Though women are the largest group of entrepreneurs in South Africa, black women still face unequal access to finance. This fact sheet describes some of the barriers they face and identifies actions required by government and financial institutions to ensure that women can access credit and business development services.

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22737
Trade-finance linkages and gender: implications to Asian women

Are linkages between trade and finance more theoretical than a reality, and what are the gender implications? This journal addresses some of these questions, with an emphasis on impacts for Asian women. http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23178
RESOURCES & SOURCE BOOKS
BRIDGE Cutting Edge Pack: gender and sexuality

Have development interventions promoted only negative messages in relation to sexuality, ignoring poor people's rights to pleasure, affirmation and joy through sex and sexuality? This Cutting Edge Pack hopes to inspire thinking on this question - with an Overview Report outlining key issues on gender, sexuality and sexual rights in the current climate, a Supporting Resources Collection providing summaries of key texts, tools, case studies and contacts of organizations in this field, and a Gender and Development In Brief newsletter with three short articles on the theme.
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22166
NGO PROFILE

MacArthur Foundation's Grants for Human Rights and International Justice
This MacArthur Foundation grant aims to expand and strengthen the network of human rights organizations in Nigeria that provides the basic infrastructure for a national human rights culture based on the rule of law. The grants support leading human rights organizations, both nationally and in selected states. Special attention is given to the issue of police reform, including mechanisms for improving accountability and addressing police abuse of human rights, and efforts to strengthen Nigeria's legal architecture through reform of national laws and domestication of international treaties.
http://www.comminit.com/africa/resourcemobilisation2006/resmob2006/resourcemob-72.html
Mama Cash Foundation Campaign 88 Days for Women's Human Rights

To kick off International Human Rights Day December 10th, Mama Cash, an international foundation that funds women’s organizations and groups worldwide, is initiating a campaign of its own to keep the focus sharply on women’s rights. Spanning 88 days—from 10 December 2006 to 8 March 2007, International Women’s Day—the campaign aims to raise awareness and funds for women’s groups which globally, are receiving significantly less funding than they did 5 years ago. http://www.mamacash.nl/site/en/news/pressreleases/index.php
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