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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Global Summit of Women 2007 Berlin, Germany, June 14-16, 2007

Informally, called the “Davos for Women” by past participants, the Summit has developed a reputation as a gathering of high caliber participants: for fifteen years, the Global Summit of Women has celebrated women’s leadership by bringing together outstanding women business, professional, and governmental leaders from around all corners of the globe.   The 2006 Summit will take place June 10-12 in Cairo, Egypt.  The Summit focuses on accelerating women’s economic development through the effective use of technology, and maximizing the benefit of cross-border business alliances.   
http://www.globewomen.com/summit/2004/2004_About_GSW/About%20the%20Summit.html
Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

November 15, 2006 - The European Union is continuing its efforts to support Palestinian citizens. The latest efforts are explained in the following report.

To access the complete article, please go to

http://english.pnn.ps/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1003&Itemid=31 
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The Influence of the War with Lebanon on the Status of Prostitution and Trafficking in Women in Israel

The following evaluation is based on phone calls, meetings and tours in the area of Haifa and its suburbs, during the war in the North Israel during July-August 2006. Due to the great difficulty of collecting numeral data, we would like to present to you with the general trends of the situation in the above-mentioned locations in several main fields:
http://news.israelinfo.ru/health/18736.html
Muslim Women Debate More Rights
Muslim women politicians, business leaders, academics, cultural figures and activists are meeting in New York to try to improve women's rights.http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/6160846.stm
Pakistan Moves to Amend Its Hard-Line Rape Laws
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Nov. 15 -- After months of debate, the Pakistani government pushed legislation through Parliament today that would amend the country’s rape laws, which have been assailed as unfair to women. http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/15/world/asia/15cnd-pakistan.html?_r=1&oref=slogin&pagewanted=print
Kuwaiti complexities: Women and politics
Women ran for elections and went to the polls for the first time in Kuwait on June 29. No women, however, were elected. In this brief article, AWID explores the complexities of women's political participation in Kuwait.

http://www.awid.org/go.php?list=analysis&prefix=analysis&item=00326
GENDER & ICT 

Women and ICTs: How did gender fare at the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), and what's next?

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are key tools to transform the way women live, and the way development takes place. Their development, implementation and use, however, have been difficult, if not impossible, for the majority world and especially for women; A phenomenon commonly known as the digital divide. It is for this reason, that the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was conceptualized and convened to formulate a common vision and understanding of the so-called 'information society'. For more information:
http://www.awid.org/go.php?list=analysis&prefix=analysis&item=00302

GENDER & CULTURES
WAMY to Study Muslim Women’s Role in Cultural Development
The World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) plans to hold sessions to study Muslim women’s affairs in Islamic and non-Islamic countries every second Monday of the month, the Saudi Arabian daily Akaz reported recently. 

The sessions are being organized with the aim of familiarizing Muslim women with their role and power in various fields and will examine important women’s issues in the Islamic world and the rest of the world. 

For more information: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Assembly_of_Muslim_Youth
GENDER & HUMAN RIGHTS 

A Royal Emirati Whose Career Fuels Young Women’s Dreams

The United Arab Emirates have one of the fastest growing economies in the Middle East, and also have one of the most open societies in the Persian Gulf. Women are afforded many freedoms and are encouraged to work and take part in public life. But ultimately this is a traditional society for local women, where marriage and family are still central in a woman’s life, where the law favors men in issues of family and where many women opt for reliable government jobs or simply choose to stay at Home. http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/11/world/middleeast/11lubna.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1
Strengthening Women's Rights Organizations through Inclusion: Lessons learned from the Gender, Disability and Development Institute

… Both through participant evaluations and in informal conversations with delegates, it became clear that in order to have truly inclusive feminist movements we need to work much more closely with women and girls with disabilities. For more information: http://www.awid.org/go.php?list=analysis&prefix=analysis&item=00335
Protection of the rights of women with disabilities

The draft United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted last month after almost four years of negotiations. For many, an international treaty securing the rights of the world's largest minority was long overdue.

http://www.awid.org/go.php?list=analysis&prefix=analysis&item=00334 
Disability issues are feminist issues
Feminists have helped reveal the complex interactions between gender, race,
sexuality and class and how they cut across and influence poverty,
development and rights. But what about disability?
http://www.awid.org/go.php?list=analysis&prefix=analysis&item=00309
Continued Efforts: Women's Learning Partnership (WLP) Campaign:

Claiming Equal Citizenship

On September 19, 2006, the King of Bahrain granted Bahraini citizenship to over 372 children of Bahraini mothers and non-Bahraini fathers. Five days later, the parliament of Iran passed a law that allows children with Iranian mothers and foreign fathers to apply for Iranian nationality once they reach 18 years of age. These developments are seen as positive and a step forward in the Campaign for Arab Women's Right to Nationality, Claiming Equal Citizenship. 
The Campaign will continue its efforts to raise awareness of and pursue amendments to nationality laws to ensure that women are entitled to the same citizenship rights as men enabling them and their families to benefit from equal access to public services. For more information, http://www.learningpartnership.org/citizenship/ 
The salience of citizenship and nationality
In most Middle Eastern countries, a woman can't pass her nationality to her children or spouse like a man can. In many countries around the world, children are relegated stateless because of who their parents are (or aren't). In this brief report, AWID explores the importance of nationality to full civic participation and human rights.
http://www.awid.org/go.php?list=analysis&prefix=analysis&item=00311 
Minors Sold for Prostitution under Guise of Marriage
Hanadi was a teenager when she was sold into a short-term marriage by her father. “When I was 14, my father told me I was to be married to a man from Saudi Arabia,” said Hanadi, who did not want to use her real name.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56401&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=EGYPT
Hear Our Voices: "I hate my classmates calling me a servant"
Akhdam [servants in Arabic] are, as the rest of Yemen's population, Arabic-speaking Muslims but because they do not belong to any of the three main Arab tribes that make up traditional Yemeni society, they are the lowest social caste in thecountry.http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56254&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=YEMEN
HUMAN RIGHTS
Palestinians doubtful of camp improvement initiatives

Residents of overcrowded Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon have told IRIN that they were doubtful that a government and United Nations joint Camps Improvement Initiative to improve their living conditions will bring them any benefits. http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56355&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=LEBANON
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GENDER 

Why governments should invest more to educate girls
Women and men often receive the same percentage increase in their wage rates with advances in schooling. Because these returns decline with more schooling, the marginal returns for women will tend to exceed those for men, especially in countries where women are much less educated. The health and schooling of children are more closely related to their mother's education than fathers. More educated women work more hours in the market labor force, broadening the tax base and thereby potentially reducing tax distortions. These three conditions, it is argued, justify the disproportionate allocation of public expenditures toward women's education.  Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22933
Swept under the rug: abuses against domestic workers around the world
Based on interviews with hundreds of women and girl domestic workers, as well as government officials, employment agents, activists and non-government organizations and international non-governmental organizations, this Human Rights Watch report describes the abuses experienced by women and child domestic workers. Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22666 

The Global Gender Gap Report 2006

The Global Gender Gap Report 2006 covers all current and candidate European Union countries, 20 from Latin America and the Caribbean, over 20 from sub-Saharan Africa and 10 from the Arab world. Together, the 115 economies cover over 90% of the world’s population. The findings of the Report measurements of the size of the gender gap in four critical areas of inequality between men and women, please go to: 
http://www.weforum.org/en/initiatives/gcp/Gender%20Gap/index.htm
Achieving women's economic and social rights: strategies and lessons from experience 
This report is a collaborative effort from over 50 activists working in diverse settings all over the world. They were asked to comment on what strategies they found most useful in their efforts to improve economic and social rights for women. What were the greatest challenges they were encountering in their work? Did the framework of economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) as expressed in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, actually fulfil its promise in presenting them with a new and more effective approach to their work? The report synthesizes and analyses some important examples and lessons that emerged through this investigative process.

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22855
HURRYAT 

Expert on Trafficking in persons ends visit to Bahrain 
Sigma Huda, Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, made the following statement to media today at the end of her visit to Bahrain. For more information, kindly visit the following link:

http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/58FAF1D58BE8FAAFC1257219005C3225?opendocument 
Imams in Bangladesh Mobilize Against Human Trafficking
This brief article discusses how more than 2,000 imams in Bangladesh are fighting human trafficking by working with a local programme offered by the non-governmental organisation (NGO) United Development Initiatives for Programmed Actions (UDDIPAN). With support from the Academy for Educational Development (AED), the Community Mobilization Program Involving Imams in Anti-Trafficking (COMPIAT) provides training to and supports networking among Imams in what are considered the 20 most-affected districts. Available on line:  http://www.comminit.com/strategicthinking/st2006/thinking-1930.html
DEVELOPMENT 
Council of the League of Arab States, Arab Charter on Human Rights, May 23, 2004

Article no’ 3 states that: Each State party to the present Charter undertakes to ensure to all individuals subject to its jurisdiction the right to enjoy the rights and freedoms set forth herein, without distinction on grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religious belief, opinion, thought, national or social origin, wealth, birth or physical or mental disability. For more information regarding Article 8, 10, 29 & 41 please refer to the below: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/arabcharter2.html
TRADE 

Civil society participation in trade policy-making in Latin America: reflections and lessons
This paper produced by Institute of Development Studies (IDS), 2006 explores the question of civil society engagement with trade policy in Latin America, identifying key factors which shape the dynamics and possibilities of participation. 

Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22883
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Gender and Development e-Brief is published by CRTD-A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtd.org 
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