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CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
Civil Society Institutions to hold conference in parallel to Future Forum
2-4 December 2006, Jordan 
Representatives of Jordanian civil society institutions elected a preparatory committee to prepare for a civil society conference in parallel to the Future Forum, which will be held in Jordan on a ministerial level next December. For more information, see www.petra.gov.jo/nepras/2006/Aug/26/5000.htm 
Call for papers: Gender and Development journal
The Oxfam July 2007 issue of Gender and Development journal will look at the role gender research methodologies can play in the design and implementation of development policies and programmes that are effective in promoting gender equality. 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22506 
IMF and World Bank Annual Meeting 

More than 10,000 people will converge in Singapore September 19 and 20 for the International Monetary Fund and World Bank Annual Meetings against a backdrop of Asian economic recovery and the increasing need to scale up development assistance,..
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1073502
NGOS IN PALESTINE 

UN conference to discuss civil society work in Palestine 
The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People will convene the United Nations International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People on 7 and 8 September 2006 at the United Nations Office in Geneva. For more information, see www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EGUA-6TCPUC?OpenDocument 
NEWS
DEVELOPMENT

Engagement between the World Bank and Civil Society Organizations
The World Bank’s 10-point action plan aims at improving the Bank’s engagement with civil society organizations has been recently released. Earlier drafts of the paper were reviewed by senior management and staff across the Bank over the course of 2003. Board members underscored the importance of Bank-CSO engagement in improving development effectiveness, contributing to poverty reduction and attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). For more information, see 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do~1070901?page=1&itemId=1070901 

GCAP: Now more than Ever, Our Voices Must Be Heard 

The Global Call to Action against Poverty, the world's largest ever anti-poverty movement, joins the chorus of civil society organizations the world over in condemning the reports that a number of civil society representatives have been "blacklisted" and denied entry into Singapore for the Annual Meetings of the World Bank and IMF. For more information, see 
www.civicus.org/new/media/GCAPPRESSRELEASE-OurVoicesMustBeHeard.doc 

Stand up against poverty on 15/16/17 October 2006
The Millennium Campaign in partnership with the Global Call to Action against Poverty and a large number of national and local campaigners including people's organisations, citizens groups, faith based organisations, trade unions, local authorities, is planning a number of entertaining and energising events in various cities around the world to mobilise partners and the general public to take part in the STAND UP Guinness World Record challenge. For more information, see www.millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=1806429 

International donors pledge $500 million for Palestinians 
International donors pledged $500 million in aid for the Palestinian territories on Friday and called on Israel to give humanitarian agencies better access to the region. Sweden organized the meeting with Norway and Spain to raise $170 million for a UN appeal and to draw attention to hardships in the Palestinian.
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=2&article_id=75200 

The World Bank's Strategy on Governance and Anticorruption - A civil society perspective 

Governance has become central to development discourse in the past decade or more. This is largely founded on the recognition that strong and accountable institution, political commitment to effective management...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/aideffectiveness/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1071559 

GENDER

Austria/Turkey/Cyprus: Young Women: Fit for Politics! 

Political Empowerment Workshops for young women in Vienna, Istanbul and Nicosia. Young Women: Fit for Politics! is a unique initiative, which puts interested and committed young women in a position to actively fight for a cause and make a...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1073165
Children of Foreign Fathers Get Bahraini Citizenship 

King Hamad Bin Eisa Al Khalifa yesterday granted Bahraini citizenship to 300 children of Bahraini mothers married to foreigners.

The decision was hailed by women rights activists as a much-needed move "to rectify a blatant social injustice against women and end the suffering and exclusion of many families". For more information: http://www.gulfnews.com/region/Bahrain/10068736.html   
Injustice Lingers in Tunisia For Women

In a country praised as a standard-bearer of women's rights in the Muslim world, Basma Hammami says the women in her family have been victims of lingering injustice.

Her maternal grandfather, a wealthy landowner, left his entire estate to his only son at the expense of six daughters. He did not want the land going to heirs who would not carry on the family name, the 33-year-old Hammami said. For more information:
http://www.boston.com/news/world/europe/articles/2006/08/23/injustice_lingers_in_tunisia_for_women/
Global Fund for Women Investing in Women Campaign

In September 2005, the Global Fund for Women exceeded its $20 million goal of the Investing in Women Campaign. Through the support of thousands of donors from around the world, the Investing in Women Campaign has created two new ways to change...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/aideffectiveness/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070666
Human rights Council discusses violence against women and trafficking in persons 

20 September 2006

The Human Rights Council on September 20, heard presentations by the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, and from the Special Rapporteur on the human rights aspects of the victims of trafficking in persons, especially women and children. Download the press release:

http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/30DF7CCEFB275297C12571EF00568A73?opendocument
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Shaikha Haya bint Rashid Al Khalifa of Bahrain takes Presidency of United Nations General Assembly  

Shaikha Haya bint Rashid Al Khalifa yesterday took over the presidency of the UN General Assembly from the outgoing president of the 192 member body, Swedish Foreign Minister Jan Eliasson. Later, Shaikha Haya addressed the UN Assembly. 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has been quoted as saying it was a step “that will portray a positive picture of Arab women. For more information: http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=242912&news_type=Top&lang=en

GENDER AND ECONOMY 

From microfinance to macro change: integrating health education and microfinance to empower women and reduce poverty 

This advocacy booklet calls for integration of reproductive health education with microfinance services in developing countries. It presents individual stories, case studies and dramatic findings to show the impact this combination can have on...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072126
Promoting gender-sensitive entrepreneurship via microfinance institutions 

The main focus of this paper is on how staff from a microfinance institution can interact with potential clients in a more gender-sensitive manner. Murray, U. / Sustainable Development Department, FAO / SD Dimensions , 2005
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072132
Voices of Women - AWSO Middle East
In a programme to support Arab women's achievement of economic security, nearly 69% of participants contrasted with only 40% of non-participants, reported that they knew where to obtain information about business or personal loans. Participants were also significantly more likely than were non-participants to find out about training that could benefit them professionally (94% versus 68%). For more info: http://www.comminit.com/evaluations/id2002/sld-2431.html]
GENDER AND ICT

When talking about gender and ICT stops being surreal 
Influencing gender and ICT policies requires a lot of patience and perseverance. And above all, the conviction that it is possible to affect change. The Espai de Dones (women’s space) (http://www.pangea.org/dona/frameset_espai.htm)

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072985
ICT for Development Success Stories

The stories in this collection were submitted under three broad categories: Youth, Poverty and Gender. The best among them were selected for the inaugural "GKP Youth Award," the "Tony Zeitoun Awards for poverty reduction," and the "Gender and ICT...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/aideffectiveness/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072040
HURRIYAT

Content and Usage of Arabic Online Forums and Groups 

Online forums have rapidly spread as stand-alone web sites in the Arab world or as part of larger sites. This study, conducted by Helmi Noman between July and September 2005, examined 338 active Arabic forums for content quality, quantity, and the...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/egovernment/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070928
Future of the Global Peace Movement
In opposition to the US-UK invasion of Iraq, activist groups from around the world formed the largest global peace movement in history, prompting the New York Times to dub the movement the world’s “other super power.” This section looks at “what’s next” for the global peace movement. For more information, see www.globalpolicy.org/ngos/role/globpeaceidx.htm 
Human rights abuses in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Syria

While the Egyptian government continues to crack down on opposition members, militants in Iraq bomb a media outlet, political prisoners in Jordan end a hunger strike and some Druze followers are prevented from crossing into Syria for an annual.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55398&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=MIDDLE_EAST
ICT
Civil society contribution to ICT policy development
The Foundation for Media Alternatives (FMA) recently started conducting validation workshops on four ICT-related subjects that it said affect civil society. These are open source software use in education, locating the points of the “digital divide” among different community sectors and gender issues in ICT. For more information, see www.civicus.org/new/media/Civilsociety-ICTpolicy.doc 
TOP(
REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

Bangladesh gender profile
This paper critically examines the issue of gender and women's equality in Bangladesh. The author asserts that while overall poverty has decreased in this country in recent years, poverty continues to have concrete gender dimensions. The paper targets staff of the German development bank, and aims at developing partners working to improve gender equality in this country. For more information: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22513
Gender Mainstreaming in Development Cooperation Ireland Country Strategy Papers (CSP), Waterhouse, R. and Sever, C., September 2005 

This report discusses the implications for gender mainstreaming in the context of new aid modalities - in particular in the drawing up of Country Strategy documents.
http://www.siyanda.org/static/waterhouse_sever_gendermainstreaming.htm
Is microfinance a "magic bullet" for women’s empowerment? Analysis of findings from South Asia

This paper seeks to examine the empirical evidence on the impacts of microfinance with respect to poverty reduction and empowerment of poor women. Its central thesis is that generalised conclusions cannot and should not be drawn; in order to...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072135
UNIFEM Annual Report 2005-2006 
"The UNIFEM Annual Report 2005-2006 report celebrates UNIFEM's 30th anniversary, highlighting the organization's accomplishments over the past "30 Years of Challenge, 30 Years of Change." It provides examples of UNIFEM's initiatives around the world...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1071409
Women in decision-making

This briefing paper produced by United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) (2006) presents the latest figures on women's involvement in decision-making at various levels on a global scale, including parliamentary representation, local government and managerial posts.
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC15349   
Working with the media on gender and education: a guide for training and planning
This Oxfam guide addresses the issue of harnessing the media to promote gender equality in education. It looks at the linkages between gender equality and education in development. This guide provides advice and practical tools for individuals and organisations to more effectively partner with the media to push for gender equality in education.
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22584 

Where is the Money for Women's Rights? Assessing the Role of Donors in the Promotion of Women's Rights and the Support of Women's Rights Organizations, February 2006

This study shows the recent trends in the financing of women's rights work and organizations.
http://www.siyanda.org/static/clark_money_womenrights.htm
ICT

An Overview of the Demographics and Usage Patterns of Internet Users in Developing Countries: Yemeni Internet Population as a Case Study 

This study "An Overview of The Demographics and Usage Patterns of Internet Users in Developing Countries: Yemeni Internet Population as a Case Study" was written by Helmi Noman, a graduate of Columbia University and a freelance consultant and...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/egovernment/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070915
TOP(
RESOURCES

NGOs PROFILES & LINKS
New Website - Afghan Gender Cafe 

Afghan Gender Cafe is an online cafe for information sharing, networking, advocacy, activism and interaction. On June 27, 2006 more than 80 women and men, nationals and internationals, who work in Afghan Development and have a serious concern about...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072935
Charities Aid Foundation (CAF)
CAF’s work expresses the vision for global giving. As a charity, CAF works towards a world in which giving in a committed and effective way is a recognized part of everyday life. For more information, see www.cafonline.org/Default.aspx?page=6828 
Kuwait Society for the Advancement of Arab Children (KSAAC)
The Kuwait Society for the Advancement of Arab Children (KSAAC) has been registered as a non-profit organisation since 1980 with the aim of advancing specialised knowledge in the development of young children and education in the Arab world. For more information, see www.ksaac.org.kw 
Women's Alliance for a Democratic Iraq 

Organization: The Women's Alliance for a Democratic Iraq (WAFDI) is an international non-partisan and not-for-profit women rights organization with operations in the United States and Baghdad. WAFDI claims to be dedicated to a free and democratic...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1071139
Women without Borders

Women without Borders is an advocacy, PR and lobbying organization for women around the globe. As an international initiative for women in politics and civil society, Women without Borders offers women a forum so that their voices can be heard and...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1072859
Women's Learning Partnership – Programs
Women's Learning Partnership (WLP) implements all programs in cooperation with 18 autonomous and independent partner organizations in the Global South, particularly in Muslim-majority societies. The organization implements thematic programs to...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/elearning/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070455
Women's Learning Partnership Partner in Egypt – FWID

Forum for Women in Development (FWID) is a network of Egyptian NGOs dealing with women's issues, launched in 1997 by 15 civil society organizations. FWID is made up of groups of activists, both male and female, from different social and professional

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070505
Women's Learning Partnership Partner in Jordan - SIGI/J

Sisterhood Is Global Institute/Jordan (SIGI/J) is a non-governmental, non-profit organization established in 1998. Its founders include lawyers, jurists and human rights activists working to support and promote women's rights through education,...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070531
Women's Learning Partnership Partner in Palestine – WATC

Women's Affairs Technical Committee (WATC) is a coalition of individual activists and women's organizations. Established in 1992, the coalition members work together for the realization of the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070619
Women's Learning Partnership Partner in Morocco – ADFM

Association Democratique des Femmes du Maroc (ADFM) is an autonomous, non-profit feminist NGO, which aims to promote women's rights in order to increase women's power and influence in the juridical, political, economic and social spheres to build an...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070580
Women's Learning Partnership Partner in Lebanon - CRTD-A

Collective for Research & Training on Development-Action (CRTD-A) works in partnership with NGOs with whom it shares a common vision. It provides technical support and training to NGOs, governmental partners, researchers, and international agencies

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1070544
CAPACITY BUILDING
World Bank Institute
As part of the World Bank's efforts to support client countries in developing effective Poverty Reduction Strategy PRSs, the World Bank Institute (WBI) and its partner institutions have developed an innovative learning program on Gender, Health and Poverty (GHP Program) for client countries. The course will start in October 18, and close on November 28, 2006.

Cost: Fees Apply - For more information: http://info.worldbank.org/etools/wbi_learning/activity.cfm?sch_id=HNP07-01-026
Implementing Gender Mainstreaming in Management processes, from the Network University / InWEnt, September 2006 
The Network University, in cooperation with Capacity Building International, Germany (InWEnt, www.inwent.org) have developed an online course, Gender Mainstreaming, which will be offered at the end of September 2006. For more information:
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22609
MATERIAL
Stand Up Against Poverty Toolkit
This Oxfam “toolkit” suggests ways to participate in the “Global Month of Action.” Oxfam describes the goals of poverty reduction and ways to contribute to the global efforts to reduce poverty. For more information, see www.globalpolicy.org/globaliz/action/oxfampoverty.pdf 
TOP(
Gender and Development e-Brief is published by CRTD-A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtd.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD-A / IRIS.
Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtd.org
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtd.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtd.org
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