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NEWS & ARTICLES  
GENDER ACTIVISM 
 

It's been a (relatively) good week for 
women's rights in the Middle East 
 

 
 

It's not a headline we thought we'd ever write, 
but in the last seven days women's rights in the 
Middle East have progressed further than they 
have done in years. 
 
The fight for freedom, equality and 
representation in the region is nowhere near 
over, but efforts to bring about a change are 
beginning to pay off – even in Saudi Arabia. 
 
This week, whether through political wrangling, 
passionate protest or peaceful resistance, 
women's rights took a step forward, finally.  

Tunisia passes landmark law protecting women 
against rape and abuse: 

On Thursday, Tunisia lawmakers passed the 
"Law on Eliminating Violence Against Women", 
which abolishes a controversial clause that 
allows rapists to escape punishment if 
they marry their victims. 

It is also the country's first piece of legislation 
that recognises domestic violence as a 
punishable crime. 
 
Read more:  

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/blog/2017/8/3/a-
relatively-good-week-for-middle-east-womens-rights 

 

Women in Iran wear white on Wednesdays 
to challenge compulsory hijab 

Women in Iran have found a middle ground in 
the struggle between those who want to cover 
their hair and those who don’t in a new 
campaign called White Wednesday or 
“Wednesday without compulsion.” 

Now running for the fourth week, the campaign 
invites women and men to wear white veils, 
scarves or bracelets, the color of peace, to show 
their opposition to the mandatory dress code. It 
is the latest initiative of journalist Masih 
Alinejad, founder of My Stealthy Freedom, an 
online movement advocating freedom of choice. 

“This campaign is addressed to women who 
willingly wear the veil, but who remain opposed 
to the idea of imposing it on others. Many veiled 
women in Iran also find the compulsory 
imposition of the veil to be an insult. By taking 
footages of themselves wearing white, these 
women can also show their disagreement with 
compulsion,” Alinejad wrote in a post on the My 
Stealthy Freedom Facebook page announcing 
the beginning of the campaign on May 24. 

Women who want to follow tradition and wear 
black veils, chadors or niqabs should have the 
freedom to do so, Alinejad explained in a video, 
but it should not become a mandatory rule for 
all women. “I’m not against you, and you 
shouldn’t be against me” she said. 

Read more:  

http://www.newsweek.com/women-iran-wear-white-
wednesdays-challenge-compulsory-hijab-625453 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2017/7/28/tunisia-passes-landmark-law-on-violence-against-women
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2017/7/28/tunisia-passes-landmark-law-on-violence-against-women
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/society/2017/3/28/tunisians-demand-change-to-muslim-marriage-decree
https://www.facebook.com/StealthyFreedom/videos/1798180076862745/
https://www.facebook.com/StealthyFreedom/videos/1798180076862745/
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Palestine – Women Develop Cooperatives for 
Self-Determination, Food Sovereignty, 
Empowerment 
 

 
 
According to the United Nations Development 
Programme, 25.8% of Palestinians live in 
poverty and around 13% of the population lives 
in “deep poverty,” which is defined by a 
monthly income of $509 to pay for living 
necessities. The percentage of people living in 
poverty is exacerbated by the occupation that 
marginalizes Palestinian residents of their 
rights to their own resources. The WEP is 
focused on solving the issues of poverty by 
providing women with the proper resources 
that are necessary to produce and market goods 
through the formation of local cooperatives. 

This year the WEP supports recent women 
graduates from Birzeit University to start their 
own cooperative that will sell goods at the 
UAWC’s store Bas Baladi (which means “local 
only” in Arabic) and at a storefront near the 
university. Through the WEP, UAWC will 
provide these young women with access to 
seedlings for agricultural production and 
education on various farming tools.  

Read more:  
 
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/palestine-women-develop-
cooperatives-for-self-determination-food-sovereignty-
empowerment/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activists push Rouhani to appoint women 
ministers 
 

 
A central part of President Hassan Rouhani’s 
campaign for re-election ahead of Iran’s May 19 
balloting focused on addressing the demands of 
female voters. Emphasizing women’s 
rights more than any other candidate, the 
moderate Rouhani promised Iranian women 
equal employment opportunities and access to 
better services if elected to a second term. Now, 
women expecting the president to fulfill his 
promises have launched various campaigns to 
demand that he appoint women as ministers in 
his second-term Cabinet. 
 
Using a Persian hashtag that translates as 
#NoToTheModerate’sMaleCabinet, women’s 
rights activists have turned to Twitter and other 
social media networks to push for a more active 
role for women in managing the country. These 
efforts are nothing new; many first used the 
hashtag during a Cabinet reshuffle in October to 
push Rouhani to introduce female nominees for 
three ministerial posts he was seeking to 
change — the ministers of youth affairs and 
sports, of education and of culture and Islamic 
guidance. 
 
Read more:  
 
http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-
cabinet-ministers-rouhani-second-
term.html#ixzz4oVAQbpqF 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ps.undp.org/content/dam/papp/docs/Publications/UNDP-papp-research-PHDR2015.pdf
http://www.ps.undp.org/content/dam/papp/docs/Publications/UNDP-papp-research-PHDR2015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Bas-Baladi-%D8%A8%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A-741667172593578/?fref=ts
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/palestine-women-develop-cooperatives-for-self-determination-food-sovereignty-empowerment/
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/palestine-women-develop-cooperatives-for-self-determination-food-sovereignty-empowerment/
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/palestine-women-develop-cooperatives-for-self-determination-food-sovereignty-empowerment/
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-rouhani-comprehensive-jobs-plan-unemployment.html
https://www.radiofarda.com/a/f7-latest-on-cabinet-reshuffle-in-iran/28067987.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-cabinet-ministers-rouhani-second-term.html#ixzz4oVAQbpqF
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-cabinet-ministers-rouhani-second-term.html#ixzz4oVAQbpqF
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-cabinet-ministers-rouhani-second-term.html#ixzz4oVAQbpqF
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-cabinet-ministers-rouhani-second-term.html#ixzz4oVAQbpqF
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Iranian women spark debate by defying 
hijab rule in cars 

A growing number of women in Iran are 
refusing to wear a hijab while driving, sparking 
a nationwide debate about whether a car is a 
private space where they can dress more freely. 

Obligatory wearing of the hijab has been an 
integral policy of the Islamic republic since the 
1979 revolution but it is one the establishment 
has had a great deal of difficulty enforcing. 
Many Iranian women are already pushing the 
boundaries, and observers in Tehran say 
women who drive with their headscarves 
resting on their shoulders are becoming a 
familiar sight. 

Clashes between women and Iran’s morality 
police particularly increase in the summer when 
temperatures rise. But even though the police 
regularly stop these drivers, fining them or even 
temporarily seizing their vehicle, such acts of 
resistance have continued, infuriating 
hardliners over a long-standing policy they have 
had a great deal of difficulty enforcing.  

Iran’s moderate president, Hassan Rouhani, has 
argued that people’s private space should be 
respected and opposes a crackdown on women 
who don’t wear the hijab. He said explicitly that 
the police’s job is not to administer Islam. 
Speaking in 2015, Rouhani said: “The police 
can’t do something and say I’m doing this 
because God said so. That’s not a police 
[officer]’s business.” 

Read more:  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/11/com
pulsory-hijab-rule-increasingly-flouted-by-iranian-
drivers 

 

 

 

The politics of nudity as feminist protest – 
from Ukraine to Tunisia 
 
Frontline activists, including women who use 
their topless bodies as political statements, are 
gathering in London to deplore threats to free 
expression worldwide. 

Such are the risks to some frontline activists 
who have dared to challenge religious 
orthodoxies around the world that an 
international conference on Free Expression 
and Conscience, 22-23 July, is taking place at an 
undisclosed venue in central London, the 
location known only to the participants. 

One of the keynote speakers, Bonya Ahmed, was 
attacked by machete and her husband, Avijit 
Roy, was brutally killed on the crowded streets 
of Dhaka, Bangladesh because they ran a blog 
for freethinkers. 

Other speakers and participants – including 
members of the Council of Ex-Muslims of 
Britain (CEMB), the main organising group 
behind the conference – also have stories of 
harassment, death threats and physical danger. 
Even (or perhaps especially), in the 21st 
century, with the rise of the religious right, free 
speech can result in a death sentence. 

 
 
Read more:  
 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/rahila-
gupta/politics-nudity-feminist-protest 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/20/influx-of-morality-police-to-patrol-the-streets-of-tehran
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/20/influx-of-morality-police-to-patrol-the-streets-of-tehran
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/20/iran-hassan-rouhani-set-for-landslide-in-huge-victory-for-reformists
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/11/compulsory-hijab-rule-increasingly-flouted-by-iranian-drivers
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/11/compulsory-hijab-rule-increasingly-flouted-by-iranian-drivers
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/11/compulsory-hijab-rule-increasingly-flouted-by-iranian-drivers
http://www.secularconference.com/
http://www.secularconference.com/
https://www.ex-muslim.org.uk/
https://www.ex-muslim.org.uk/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/rahila-gupta/politics-nudity-feminist-protest
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/rahila-gupta/politics-nudity-feminist-protest
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GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 
 
Mystery shrouds disappearance of first 
female mayor in Egypt’s Sharqiyah 
 

 
 
July 16 marked the fourth month since Nahed 
Lashin, the first female mayor in Egypt’s 
Sharqiyah governorate, disappeared under 
mysterious circumstances, raising many 
questions about whether her disappearance or 
abduction was related to her being a female 
mayor and whether such a hypothesis would 
prevent women from running for positions of 
power. 
 
Lashin became mayor of Hanout village in 
Sharqiyah governorate in September 2014, thus 
becoming the first Egyptian woman to win the 
post of mayor after the January 25 and June 30 
revolutions, despite the heavy participation of 
women in both events. Lashin is the second 
woman in the history of Egypt to win the post of 
mayor, after Eva Habil, who became mayor of 
the village of Kamboha in Assiut in 2009. 
Mayors in Egypt are appointed by the security 
directorate of their village, which chooses them 
based on their reputation, the opinion of the 
residents and the plans they provide to 
maintain security and take care of the interests 
of the citizens in the village. 

 
Read more:  
 
http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/egypt-sharqia-
first-female-mayor-nahed-lahsin-
disappearance.html#ixzz4oVBMMDSh 

 
 
 

Art and the refugee ‘crisis’: Mediterranean 
blues 
 
Artists are mapping new itineraries of the 
Mediterranean, throwing into relief an incurable 
colonial wound that continues to bleed into the 
present. 
 

 

The so-called contemporary migrant 
‘emergency’ in the Mediterranean is the 
deliberate political and juridical construction of 
Europe. Refusing Article 13 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), all 
European states have decided that not everyone 
has the right to move and migrate. This violent 
exercise of European and First World power 
reopens a profound colonial wound. Migrants 
rendered objects of ourlegislation and laws 
signal once again the asymmetrical relations of 
power that produced the colonial world and its 
ongoing fashioning of the present.  

Today, the evocation of  ‘emergency’ and ‘crisis’ 
in the Mediterranean, signalled in the 
brutal necropolitics of leaving some to drown, 
others to be turned back, and all to be forced to 
suffer horrendous journeys over desert, sea and 
increasingly fortified barriers, clearly draws on 
altogether deeper geographies of regulation and 
possession. 

Read more:  
 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/iain-
chambers/art-and-refugee-crisis-mediterranean-blues 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mobtada.com/print.php?ID=603032
http://www.mobtada.com/print.php?ID=603032
http://etufegypt.com/archives/21028
https://www.alhurra.com/a/244975.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/egypt-sharqia-first-female-mayor-nahed-lahsin-disappearance.html#ixzz4oVBMMDSh
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/egypt-sharqia-first-female-mayor-nahed-lahsin-disappearance.html#ixzz4oVBMMDSh
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/egypt-sharqia-first-female-mayor-nahed-lahsin-disappearance.html#ixzz4oVBMMDSh
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/egypt-sharqia-first-female-mayor-nahed-lahsin-disappearance.html#ixzz4oVBMMDSh
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-35703467
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34131911
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Necropolitics
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/iain-chambers/art-and-refugee-crisis-mediterranean-blues
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/iain-chambers/art-and-refugee-crisis-mediterranean-blues
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Lebanese activists fight against child 
marriage with videos 

 
 
People with grim faces and black clothing stand 
in line as they wait their turn to shake hands in 
a video called “A Wedding or a Funeral” posted 
by Kafa (Enough), a Lebanese feminist 
nongovernmental organization (NGO). Toward 
the very end, a glimpse of a child bride is seen 
near the adult groom. The message is 
clear: Marrying a child is burying her dreams, 
her hopes and ambitions. It is not a wedding 
party, but the funeral of a girl’s future. 
 
The video is part of the new campaign by the 
same name launched by Kafa on July 10, and it 
continues the organization's efforts that started 
in 2015 to end early marriage. 

Around 6% of girls in Lebanon are married 
before their 18th birthday, according to UNICEF 
data. The numbers have increased with the 
massive arrival of Syrian refugees in the 
country.  
Kafa’s “Raise the Age” national campaign aims 
to push the parliament to pass a new law that 
prohibits women from being married before 
they turn 18. The NGO also seeks the removal of 
two penal code articles.  
 
Read more:  
 
http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/lebanon-battles-
against-child-brides.html#ixzz4oVCtnh71 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Iraq – Yazidi Rituals Permit Women Raped 
By Islamic State Militants, To Heal, Return 
Home 

 
No one wears shoes in Lalish. The village is so 
sacred that all visitors must walk its paths 
barefoot. Perched at the top of a narrow valley, 
in the parched, scrubby hills of northern Iraq, 
close to the Kurdish border, its cluster of 
shrines are a revered site for followers of the 
Yazidi faith. 

At the heart of Lalish is a pool of water 
sheltered by a small cave, its entrance shaded 
by mulberry trees and watched by a guardian in 
a red turban. This is the “holy white spring”, 
where newborns must be brought for baptism, 
the waters mixed with the Lalish soil for the 
rites of marriage, birth and death. For 
generations, the rituals carried out at the spring 
had been unchanged. But two years ago, groups 
of women, usually silent, often with young 
children, began joining the families filtering in 
and out of the cave. 

There were many times I wanted to kill myself, 
but I had to continue for the sake of my children 

Read more:  
 
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/iraq-yazidi-rituals-permit-
women-raped-by-islamic-state-militants-to-heal-return-
home/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVYwVr-Ya_s
http://www.kafa.org.lb/
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/08/egypt-underage-marriage-wedding-law-officiant-bribery.html
http://www.unicef.org/sowc2016/
https://www.care.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/CARE_Child-marriage-in-emergencies_2015.pdf
http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/syrian-refugees-flood-lebanon/35/
http://www.kafa.org.lb/kafa-news/113/raisetheage
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/lebanon-battles-against-child-brides.html#ixzz4oVCtnh71
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/lebanon-battles-against-child-brides.html#ixzz4oVCtnh71
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/lebanon-battles-against-child-brides.html#ixzz4oVCtnh71
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/09/yazidis-iraq-refugees-isis
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/iraq-yazidi-rituals-permit-women-raped-by-islamic-state-militants-to-heal-return-home/
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/iraq-yazidi-rituals-permit-women-raped-by-islamic-state-militants-to-heal-return-home/
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/iraq-yazidi-rituals-permit-women-raped-by-islamic-state-militants-to-heal-return-home/
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GENDER & HUMAN RIGHTS 

Jordan repeals law allowing rapists to avoid 
punishment if they marry their victims 
 

 
 
The Jordanian parliament has voted to revoke 
an article of the country’s penal code 
which allows a rapist to escape punishment for 
his crime so long as he marries the victim. 
 
A royal judiciary committee advocated the 
abolishment of Article 308 – which shields rape, 
statutory rape and kidnap perpetrators from 
prosecution if they marry the survivor – back in 
February.  
 
Parliament had a choice on either repealing or 
amending the law in a vote on Tuesday, but 
moved to get rid of it altogether, destroying all 
legal loopholes which let rapists escape the 
consequences of their crimes. The decision is 
expected to be approved by the upper house, 
and then ratified by King Abdullah II.  
 
Read more:  
 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-
east/jordan-rape-law-vote-repeal-rapists-punishment-
marry-victims-womens-rights-sexual-assault-violence-
a7870551.html 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
New Tunisian law takes long stride toward 
gender equality 
 
Tunisia’s parliament has approved 
comprehensive new legislation targeting 
violence against women. The new law, passed 
July 26, represents a major change from the 
existing law. 
 

 
 
Despite Tunisia’s reputation as one of 
the regional leaders on women’s rights, violence 
against women has remained a major problem. 
In a 2010 study by the National Office of Family 
and Population, 47% of Tunisian women 
reported being victims of violence. 
 
The new legislation, which was led by an 
amalgam of representatives from different 
political parties and civil society organizations, 
addresses several key issues. The law addresses 
different forms of violence, defining violence 
against women along the lines of the United 
Nations Handbook for Legislation on Violence 
Against Women: “any physical, moral, sexual or 
economic aggression” against women 
specifically. 
Women’s rights activists have spent decades 
pushing for this type of legislative change.  
 
Read more:  
 
http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-new-law-
women-protection-violence-rape-
2018.html#ixzz4oV9lpi8a 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/jordan
http://majles.marsad.tn/2014/lois/57a1d468cf44126c17c5e19d/texte
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/23/world/middleeast/23iht-letter23.html
http://www.tunisia-live.net/2016/01/19/official-figures-show-almost-half-of-tunisian-women-victim-of-violence/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/27/tunisia-landmark-step-shield-women-violence
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/07/27/tunisia-landmark-step-shield-women-violence
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-new-law-women-protection-violence-rape-2018.html#ixzz4oV9lpi8a
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-new-law-women-protection-violence-rape-2018.html#ixzz4oV9lpi8a
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-new-law-women-protection-violence-rape-2018.html#ixzz4oV9lpi8a
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-new-law-women-protection-violence-rape-2018.html#ixzz4oV9lpi8a
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Iranian women get a foothold in volleyball 
games 
 

 
Unlike soccer games, which Iranian women 
have never been allowed to watch live, 
attending volleyball games had been within the 
reach of Iranian women until 2012. After a ban 
that lasted five years, Iran’s female sports fans 
purchased their tickets to the Iran-Belgium 
volleyball game in June, following an 
announcement by the Iran Volleyball 
Federation that women could also purchase 
tickets online for the first 10 minutes after 
going on sale. 
 
In 2012, Iran banned women from watching 
men play volleyball in stadiums. The measure, 
although never ratified as a law, was taken 
following complaints by the hard-line 
group Ansar-e Hezbollah as well as criticisms by 
Shiite grand clerics. 
Over the last five years, attempts have been 
made by Iranian women to return to volleyball 
stadiums. Women have held rallies in front of 
Tehran’s famous Azadi stadium.  
 
Read more:  
 
http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iranian-women-
get-to-watch-volleyball.html#ixzz4oVAw5Cs4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women gain foothold at Iran's seminaries 

 
In her book "Qur'an and Woman: Rereading the 
Sacred Text from a Woman's 
Perspective," pioneering Muslim feminist Amina 
Wadud writes, “What concerns me most about 
'traditional' tafasir [interpretations of the 
Quran] is that they were exclusively written by 
males. This means that men and men's 
experiences were included and women and 
women's experiences were either excluded or 
interpreted through the male vision, 
perspective, desire or needs of a woman.” 
 
For many who agree with Wadud, the active 
participation of women in the interpretation of 
Islamic scripture is necessary to transform the 
current patriarchal ambience in Islam. 
Throughout Islamic history, women have never 
been systematically trained in religious studies. 
The majority of Shiite religious scholars also 
consider masculinity an essential requirement 
for being a grand ayatollah or marja al-taqlid 
(source of emulation), which is the highest 
religious authority in Shiite Islam. Within the 
last few decades, however, things have changed 
in an unprecedented manner. 
 
Read more:  
 
http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-
seminaries-islam-clergy-
interpretation.html#ixzz4oVCFvNmL 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/06/iran-football-forouzan-nasim-nahali-modeling-outcry.html
http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/10/29/iran-end-ban-women-volleyball-matches
http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/10/29/iran-end-ban-women-volleyball-matches
http://yalasarat.com/vdcjvievvuqeyxz.fsfu.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iranian-women-get-to-watch-volleyball.html#ixzz4oVAw5Cs4
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iranian-women-get-to-watch-volleyball.html#ixzz4oVAw5Cs4
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iranian-women-get-to-watch-volleyball.html#ixzz4oVAw5Cs4
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=PjeHD2soxaEC&lpg=PP1&dq=quran%20and%20women&pg=PA2#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-seminaries-islam-clergy-interpretation.html#ixzz4oVCFvNmL
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-seminaries-islam-clergy-interpretation.html#ixzz4oVCFvNmL
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-seminaries-islam-clergy-interpretation.html#ixzz4oVCFvNmL
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/iran-women-seminaries-islam-clergy-interpretation.html#ixzz4oVCFvNmL
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Saudi officials investigate girl's online post 
in miniskirt 

 

 
A young Saudi woman sparked a sensation 
online over the weekend by posting a video of 
herself in a miniskirt and crop top walking 
around in public, with some Saudis calling for 
her arrest and others rushing to her defence. 

Officials in the deeply conservative Muslim 
country were looking into taking possible action 
against the woman, who violated the kingdom's 
rules of dress, state-linked news websites 
reported on Monday.  

Women in Saudi Arabia must wear long, loose 
robes known as abayas in public. Most also 
cover their hair and face with a black veil, 
though exceptions are made for visiting 
dignitaries. 

The video, first shared on Snapchat, shows her 
walking around an empty historic fort in 
Ushaiager, a village north of the capital, Riyadh, 
in the desert region of Najd, where many of 
Saudi Arabia's most conservative tribes and 
families are from. 

Read more:  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/07/17/saudi-
officials-investigate-girls-online-post-miniskirt/ 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES & CALLS  
BOOKS & REPORTS 
 

Libya – The Status & Risks of Women Human 
Rights Defenders in Libya 
 
This research paper aims to highlight the 
situation of WHRDs in Libya as it looks in depth 
into elaborating the Libyan WHRDs struggle and 
fight to enter the political landscape despite the 
socio-cultural and political instability, along 
with the domination of availability platforms by 
nationalistic and patriarchal discourses which 
leaves WHRDs no space whatsoever. 
 
This publication provides cases in which violent 
attacks took place against WHRDs-Women 
Human Rights Defenders by the State apparatus 
and non-state actors which proves the lack of 
national protection policy and vulnerability of 
Libyan WHRDs. 
The WHRD-MENA Coalition believes that the 
lost lives of Libyan WHRDs-Women Human 
Rights Defenders is severe, and they must be 
protected and defended. Therefore, the coalition 
aims to work in solidarity with WHRDs to 
support them by highlighting their efforts and 
shedding light on the violations against them, in 
line with its mission of supporting and 
advocating for all WHRDs in the region 
Download paper on the Status of Women 
Human Rights Defenders in Libya. 

Read more:  
 
https://www.awid.org/publications/status-women-
human-rights-defenders-libya 
 
For a direct link to publication: 
 
http://whrdmena.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/Libya-Eng.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/07/17/saudi-officials-investigate-girls-online-post-miniskirt/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/07/17/saudi-officials-investigate-girls-online-post-miniskirt/
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Assessment of the 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender-Based Violence Campaign 
 
In 2017, the 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence theme will 
remain “From Peace in the Home to Peace in the 
World: Make Education Safe for All!”.  
 
Read more:  
 
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/assessment-of-the-16-days-
of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-campaign/ 

 
For a direct link to report: 
 
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/downloads/16-days-
documents-general/1500-16-days-campaign-
assessment-report/file 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forcibly Displaced : Toward a Development 
Approach Supporting Refugees, the 
Internally Displaced, and Their Hosts 

 
 

The Syrian refugee crisis has galvanized 
attention to one of the world’s foremost 
challenges: forced displacement. The total 
number of refugees and internally displaced 
persons, now at over 65 million, continues to 
grow as violent conflict spikes. 
 
This report, Forcibly Displaced: Toward a 
Development Approach Supporting Refugees, 
the Internally Displaced, and Their Hosts, 
produced in close partnership with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), attempts to sort fact from fiction to 
better understand the scope of the challenge 
and encourage new thinking from a 
socioeconomic perspective.  
 
Read more:  
 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/2
5016 

 
For a direct link to report: 
 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handl
e/10986/25016/9781464809385.pdf?sequence=11&isAl
lowed=y 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wunrn.com/2017/07/assessment-of-the-16-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-campaign/
http://wunrn.com/2017/07/assessment-of-the-16-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence-campaign/
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/downloads/16-days-documents-general/1500-16-days-campaign-assessment-report/file
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/downloads/16-days-documents-general/1500-16-days-campaign-assessment-report/file
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/downloads/16-days-documents-general/1500-16-days-campaign-assessment-report/file
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/25016
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/25016
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What is ‘femonationalism’? 
 
Academic Sara Farris talks about the 
'instrumentalisation' of migrant women in 
Europe by right-wing nationalists – and 
neoliberals. 
 

 

Sara Farris recently published a provocative 
book entitled In the name of women’s rights: 
the rise of femonationalism. In it, she examines 
how right-wing nationalists, neoliberals, and 
some feminists and women’s equality agencies, 
all invoke women’s rights to stigmatise Muslim 
men and advance their own political objectives. 
She argues that there is an important political-
economic dimension to this seemingly 
paradoxical intersection. 

It’s a timely – but complex – book including case 
studies from France, Italy and the Netherlands. I 
called Farris, who is currently senior lecturer in 
sociology at Goldsmiths, University of London, 
to dig further into some of the questions that 
her book raises. This is an edited transcript of 
our conversation. 

 
 
Read more:  
 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/5050/niki-seth-
smith/what-is-femonationalism 
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