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NEWS & ARTICLES 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS CAMPAIGNS
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Will Lebanese Women Remain Second-Class Citizens? 
The  Civil Chamber of the Court of Appeals postponed the final decision in the case of Samira Soueidan until May 18, following a 20-minute hearing of Soueidan’s argument at the Palace of Justice. Thirty people came to the hearing on April 13, along with another 50 to 60 people standing outside the Palace of Justice – all in support of Soueidan.  For more information: 
http://www.nowlebanon.com/BlogDetails.aspx?TID=152&FID=6 

Arab Woman to Head UN's New Gender Programme? 

In the halls of the United Nation's New York bureau, officials have been considering a proposal to unify the UN’s many organisations promoting women’s equality and rights into a single “gender entity”. This entity would have a greatly increased budget – exactly how much is still being debated – and would be headed by an executive at the rank of Under-Secretary General. 
To know more about the campaign: 

http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=27549&lan=en&sid=1&sp=0&isNew=1
Campaign UN Gender Equality Architecture Reform
The recent meeting of the 54th Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) advanced the GEAR Campaign goal of continuing civil society pressure on governments to move forward in passing the resolution that creates the entity during this session of the General Assembly (which ends in September). At the CSW, over 60 countries (list to be available soon) from all regions spoke in support of the new gender architecture in their speeches, for more information: 

http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/gea.html
GENDER RIGHTS 

The King Was not Amused in Saudi Arabia

This month in two consecutive events, the Saudi King and a Saudi woman took on the Wahabi religious establishment. A simple gesture by the king and a poem by the woman set off another clash between the palace, which is trying gradually to take some steps toward liberalization, and an intransigent religious establishment that is fighting them every inch of the way, particularly on issues related to women’s rights. http://www.wluml.org/node/6122
Islam & Women: From Inside the Arab World 
The importance of integrating women into society without respect for how it affects religion or tradition, comes from inside the Arab world, in particular from Egypt. Tarek Heggy, one of the most important contemporary Arab intellectuals, living in Cairo, writes in his article, “Women and Progress,” after the appointment of the first female judge to Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional Court: “Any society that views women as unequal to men contrives to find references and ‘evidence’ to support its perception, although the attitude has no religious or legal basis, but is a purely cultural phenomenon.” When referring to women the Islamic world we should ask: “ Islam, tradition, or human rights?”  http://www.hudsonny.org/2010/04/islam-and-women-from-inside-the-arab-world.php
Gender Stereotypes Continue to Limit Women’s Progress, Equality, Empowerment 

Women continue to bear disproportionate responsibility for often unappreciated care-giving work in households and communities, despite significant progress in gender equality and women empowerment during the past 15 years, Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro has said. For more information: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34232&Cr=gender&Cr1=#
CSW Forum on Women Reclaiming and Re-defining Cultures (WRRC) program 

On March 10, the Global Campaign To Stop Killing and Stoning Women (SKSW Campaign) hosted a forum to introduce the Women Re-claiming and Redefining Cultures (WRRC) programme and a screening of two video documentaries on violence against women and girls justified in the name of ‘culture’. http://www.wluml.org/node/6128
CSW panel Discussion on VAW Justified in Name of Culture 

On March 3rd, a panel discussion on violence against women and girls justified in the name of culture was held by the Global Campaign to Stop Killing and Stoning women (SKSW Campaign) during the 54th Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).The aim of the event was to present an overview of the diverse contexts the Campaign is active in, focusing on the frontline work of our partners in their local contexts, and to expand the Campaign’s outreach through the distribution of Campaign materials and networking. http://www.wluml.org/node/6129
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
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Child Bride Gets Divorce 

Throngs of journalists pushed forward to get a picture of 12-year-old Sally al-Sabahi as she signed her divorce papers in the Yemeni capital on 27 March. As she dipped her thumb in dark ink and pressed it next to her name on an official document, she became Yemen’s fourth child bride divorcee. 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/03_10/03_29_10/032910_yemen.htm
12-Year-Old Child Bride Dies of Internal Bleeding in Yemen 

Child brides are common in Yemen, where the UN estimates that one in three girls are married before 18. 12-year-old Elham Mahdi was married off to a man at least twice her age. The child died of internal bleeding caused by intercourse three days after her marriage. Last year a 12-year-old Yemeni forced into marriage died during childbirth. Her baby also died. To know more: 
 http://www.cnn.com/video/data/2.0/video/international/2009/08/28/wus.wedlock.bk.a.cnn.html
Executing Du'a Khalil's Killers is Not Justice, But a Violation of Human Rights in Iraq

Statement by Organization of Women’s Freedom in Iraq-Abroad Representative:  According to official sources at Ninawa Criminal Court, the four people charged with the stoning of Du'a Khalil Aswad on 7 April 2007 have been sentenced to death. The decision was made on 27 March, just three weeks before the third anniversary of Du'as murder. It is reported that two of the convicted men are Du'a's brothers. Du'a was stoned to death in front of almost 2,000 men; with Iraqi police maintaining "law and order" while the stoning took place. The authorities knew about the atrocity, but did not prevent it. http://www.wluml.org/node/6124
Ongoing Massacres of Women in the South: Call to Action! 

For several WEEKS now, women have been subjected to murderous attacks in the South of Algeria; this has provoked international protests and calls for the intervention of the United Nations Special Rapporteurs. It is crucial that these initial protests are relayed and supported by a large number of organisations across the world. http://www.wluml.org/node/6198
Urgently Ensure the Protection of Women in Hassi Messaoud in Algeria

Urgently ensure the protection of women in Hassi Messaoud and put a permanent end to the impunity of perpetrators of these assaults: We have continued to receive news, from civil society organizations and the Algerian media, of terrible atrocities perpetrated against women workers in Hassi Messaoud, in recent weeks. These events remind us of the tragic days of July 2001 which saw hundreds of women, “tortured, stoned, raped and buried alive”, as recalled by the Algerian press.
 http://www.wluml.org/node/6180 
Debate Over the Term ‘Honor Killing’ 
In her recent article 'To Specify or Single Out' in the Muslim World Journal of Human Rights, WLUML networker Rochelle L. Terman asks 'Should We Use the Term “Honor Killing”? The use of the term ‘honor killing’ has elicited strong reactions from a variety of groups for years; but the recent Aqsa Parvez and Aasiya Hassan cases have brought a renewed interest from women’s rights activists, community leaders, and law enforcement to study the term and come to a consensus on its validity and usefulness, particularly in the North American and European Diaspora. http://www.wluml.org/node/6176
Women Online Brave Heavy Web Surveillance in Iran
Iranian female journalists are veterans of government closure of their print publications and early Internet ventures. Now they are prevailing against the region's most advanced censoring and monitoring software. Iranian women have pushed the battle for equal rights online even as security forces aggressively monitor the Internet and shut down pro-democracy Web sites that fall out of step with the regime. "Every print magazine for women we had was closed," Parvin Ardalan said in a recent phone interview from Sweden. "So we created a new world for ourselves in cyberspace."
 http://www.wluml.org/node/6171
GENDER & PERSONAL STATUS LAW  
When Talking About Islam, It is Important Always to Ask: Which One? 

The importance of integrating women into society without respect for how it affects religion or tradition, comes from inside the Arab world, in particular from Egypt. Tarek Heggy, one of the most important contemporary Arab intellectuals, living in Cairo, writes in his article, “Women and Progress,” after the appointment of the first female judge to Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional Court: “Any society that views women as unequal to men contrives to find references and ‘evidence’ to support its perception, although the attitude has no religious or legal basis, but is a purely cultural phenomenon.” http://www.wluml.org/node/6136
BOOKS & REPORTS

GENDER RIGHTS

WIDE - Globalising Gender Equality & Social Justice - Annual Report 2009 

The WIDE Network is a European feminist network of women's organizations, development NGO's, gender specialists and women's rights advocates. WIDE's work is grounded on women's rights as the basis for the development of a more just and democratic world order and the search for alternative approaches to the economic mainstream. Direct Link to 52-Page WIDE Annual Report 2009: http://62.149.193.10/wide/download/WIDEAR2009_withoutFinancial.pdf?id=1158
GENDER AND SOCIETIES 
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The Power of Movements AWID Forum Report

We hope that this section will contribute to sharing some of the big ideas that came out of AWID Forum 08 and, at the same time, remind you that the power of women's movements is making a difference, all around the world. Please enjoy while following this link http://awid.org/eng/Forum-08-in-Review
 Evaluating Women's Freedom in the Middle East & North Africa  
Freedom House released their "Women's Rights in the Middle East" report, on the state of gender equality in the Muslim Middle East. The report ranked countries based on 45 criteria, combined into five main categories, based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Study after study suggests that improving the status of women is associated with improved child health, alleviating poverty and disease, among other benefits. To Access Full Freedom House 2010 Report in English & Arabic: http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=383&report=86
GENDER RESOURCES 

FEMINISTS’ PROFILES 

Award to Shadi Sadr for Visual Project Documenting Iranian Women’s History 

I was informed that at the Movies that Matter Festival's Award Ceremony in the Hague on Wednesday 31 March, I was awarded the first Golden Butterfly, Amnesty International's A Matter of ACT Award (€5,000), for the most imposing and inspiring human rights defender or organisation. The award was for my work campaigning for women’s equal rights that is documented in the film, ‘Women in Shroud’. http://www.wluml.org/node/6132
Interview with Rana Husseini, Author of "Murder in the Name of Honor" 

Thirteen women are murdered in "honour killings" by their own relatives every day, according to Rana Husseini, a human rights advocate and journalist who has devoted her career to fighting the barbaric and widespread practice. "I'm documenting the cases of women, their stories, the fact that they lived on this earth and that someone deprived them the right to live," Husseini told IPS. An honour killing occurs when a family feels that their female relative has tarnished their reputation, according to Husseini, author of the recently released book "Murder in the Name of Honor". http://www.wluml.org/node/6122 
Interview With Member of Kuwaity Parliament Dr. Rola Dashti 

Since the election of the current parliament in May 2009, relations between the parliament and the government seem to have improved, after many episodes in which the parliament was dissolved. In December, the prime minister agreed to be questioned by the parliament for the first time. Have relations changed and, if so, why? http://www.wluml.org/node/6119
ORGANIZATIONS’ PROFILES 
Female Islamic Leadership Research Network 

Academics interested in any aspect of female religious authority or leadership in Islamic communities worldwide - historical or contemporary - should join this network. The goal of the list is to enable academics spread across a wide variety of disciplines to pass along relevant information and resources, and to discuss topics of interest. This research network is an outgrowth of a conference held in October 2009 at St Antony's College, University of Oxford on contemporary female Islamic authority, Women, Leadership and Mosques: Changes in Contemporary Islamic Authority. For more information about the network: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/04_10/04_12_10/041210_female.htm 
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