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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES
World Social Forum 

Call for Interest and Participation 

Women’s Equality Struggles and Human Rights 

Are you planning to go to the World Social Forum (WSF) in 2009? Are you planning any activities there?

Are you interested in participating in the Struggles for Gender Equity theme within the Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus?

The Programme for Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (India) have taken responsibility within the Caucus for mobilising a sub-group focused on women’s equality struggles and human rights in preparation for the upcoming WSF in Belem.
Rosa Sanchez is coordinating the efforts of the Caucus (coordinationhdhrc@yahoo.com)
WOMEN’S RIGHTS CAMPAIGNS 
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Protect the Future: Maternity, Paternity & Work - Gender Equality at the Heart of Decent Work, Campaign 2008-2009

July 2008 Theme of the Gender Equality at the Heart of Decent Work Campaign, 2008-2009
Maternity protection for employed women is an essential element in equality of opportunity. It seeks to enable women to combine their reproductive and productive roles successfully, and to prevent unequal treatment in employment due to women’s reproductive role. 
http://www.ilo.org/gender/Events/Campaign2008-2009/lang--en/WCMS_094287/index.htm
Bahrain - Campaign to Lift Reservations to CEDAW 

BAHRAIN could be forced to pass a family law and other new regulations if the country lifts reservations it has to a UN convention on discrimination against women, say campaigners.

Bahrain joined the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in 2002, but submitted several reservations due to conflict with Sharia law, traditions and Islamic principles. For more information: 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/cedaws42.htm 

Towards protection of Women from Family Violence
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After a lull in the campaign due to the political turbulence of the past period, we're ready to start lobbying for the law in earnest. Great news first: We've been able to get an explicit commitment in the current government's ministerial statement for legal reform, particularly as it concerns violence against women! You can read more about it here: 
http://protect.kafa.org.lb/?q=node/49 

NEWS & ARTICLES 
GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

Can Saudi Women Become Muftis?

A debate is opening up in Saudi Arabia as to whether or not women can become muftis, following a recent announcement made by the Grand Mufti of Syria Sheikh Ahmad Badr Al Din Hassoun.  
Some Saudi scholars have recommended such a move, others agree but prefer this with restrictions to issuing fatwas (religious edicts) only for women. While some others don’t approve it at all. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-562233 
Debate Over the Headscarves of Female Ministers in Kuwait

Islamic MPs are obliging Education Minister Nouriya Al-Sabeeh and Housing Minister Moudhi Al-Homoud to wear hijabs during parliamentary sessions in implementation of Islamic rules and regulations. The hijab issue had been the core of debate and controversy amongst MPs and political activists for a long with some of them for and others against forcing the female ministers to wear the hijab.
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-562334 
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 
Gay man in Turkey Murdered in the Name of 'Honour'

The body of Ahmet Yildiz, Turkey's first suspected victim of a gay "honour killing," has been removed from the city morgue. The remains of the 26-year-old physics student had been left there by his family, a move common in "honour killings" cases.
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-562232 
Abandoned Women in Bahrain Seek Legal Redress

Women abandoned by their husbands in Bahrain broke their silence and staged two sit-ins in July to highlight the legal challenges they faced in getting their marriage annulled. 
Their cases have now been taken up by the Women’s Union when some of these women approached it last week, seeking its help in getting their case heard at courts.
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-562224 

 Saudi Arabia - Call for Legislation to Stop Saudi Child Marriages     

An 11-year-old boy gave out invitations to his classmates for a big event his family was planning this summer — and it wasn’t his birthday party. It was his wedding to a 10-year-old cousin. Fore more information:

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com:80/index.php?id=421398&news_type=Top&lang=en
BOOKS & REPORTS
GENDER RIGHTS 
From Poverty to Power
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These background papers were written as a contribution to the development of From Poverty to Power. They are published in order to share widely the results of commissioned research and program experience. The views they express are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of Oxfam International or its affiliate organizations.

http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/fp2p/background-papers
GENDERED FEMINISM 
Full Frontal Feminism: A Young Woman‘s Guide to Why Feminism Matters

For some years now, the dearth of young feminists has been a matter of concern to feminist movements. It often seems like young women are not interested in feminism any more. The aim of Full Frontal Feminism is to get young women to embrace feminism. It dispels some of the misconceptions about feminism and discusses some of its rallying points. For more information:http://awid.org/eng/Issues-and-Analysis/Issues-and-Analysis/Calling-Young-Feminists
GENDER & ICT[image: image7.jpg]



Gender & ICT’s – Empowering Women in the Knowledge Society 
The July 2008 issue of the I4D magazine is a special edition devoted to an examination of this gender aspect of the development of the Knowledge Society, including articles by such well known leaders in digital empowerment of women as Nancy Hafkin and Samia Melham. 
Direct Link to Publication:http://i4donline.net/July08/July08.pdf 
GENDER & EDUCATION 
Education For Girls and Women  - EFA Global Monitoring Report 2008

· *63% of countries have achieved gender parity in PRIMARY education

· *37% of countries have achieved gender parity in SECONDARY education.

· *Gender disparities in secondary education are greater than in primary.

· *Girls still account for 60% of out-of-school children in the Arab States and 66% in South and West Asia.

Full Report Link: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001547/154743e.pdf 
Power Point: http://www.unesco.org/education/gmr2008/presentation/2008nov29.pdf    
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Building National Campaigns: Activists, Alliances, and How Change Happens 

For many organizations, campaigning is a new type of activity and few have had the opportunity to help each other build capacity to campaign. This book draws on Oxfam International’s experience in supporting national labour-rights campaigning initiatives at local and national level.
http://publications.oxfam.org.uk:80/oxfam/display.asp?K=e2007030716121585 
RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS

NGOs AND PROJECTS’ PROFILES 

Research Network on Gender Politics and the State 
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RNGS is a network of researchers, and represents a long term research project on women’s movements and the state as well as a series of future projects that focus on the links among women’s movements and states through women’s policy agencies. For more information: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2008/08_08/08_04_08/080408_research.htm 
MENA Businesswomen's Network

The MENA Businesswomen’s Network (MENA BWN) leverages the collective energy of businesswomen's organizations throughout the region to shape the role of women in business and leadership positions. We are a community that shares ideas, inspires each other, and furthers the ultimate goal of increasing women’s entrepreneurship across the region - while honoring traditional cultures and celebrating regional differences. We are opening the doors for our future by generating excitement in young women and helping them to see the potential they can achieve. For more information: http://www.menabwn.org/en/about-mena-bwn
TOP(
Gender And Development E-Brief is published by CRTD.A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtda.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD.A / IRIS.

Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtda.org.lb 
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtda.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtda.org
All the available links were accessible during the preparation process

(Please accept our apologies if your subscribe / unsubscribe needs are not being met to your satisfaction, as errors will inevitably occur)
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