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CONFERENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Call for Scholars and Researchers – Gender and Region Project - AUC

The Institute for Gender and Women's Studies at the American University in Cairo is pleased to announce the launch of a two year Gender and Region Project. The project seeks to bring together a group of scholars and researchers to critically and comparatively engage geographical regions and their gender agendas on issues such as rights, culture, reproduction, violence and labor. For more information: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/12_07/12_25_07/122507_call.htm 

NEWS & EVENTS 
GENDER

GENDER & ACTIVISM 
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Two Women's Rights Activists Released From Prison in Iran
Two prominent Iranian women’s right activists have been released from prison on bail, while the families of students arrested  last month say the authorities have agreed to let them visit the students in prison. Maryam Hosseinkhah and Jelve Javaheri, arrested in November and December, respectively, were released on bail. For more information: http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/01/083d503a-61a9-4d11-b879-51a044410c23.html 

Lunch Event ‘The Environment for Women's Entrepreneurship in the Middle East and North Africa’, 21 January, Belgium

The World Bank is launching its new report on women’s entrepreneurship in the Middle East and North Africa with a discussion with President of Actions in the Mediterranean and Senior Advisor, Office of the Chief Economist, Middle East and North Africa Region and lead author of the report. \The full report can be accessed at:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21589991~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html 

Arab Women's Fund & Mahfoutha Award - New Foundation to Support Women in the Arab World
Women activists from across the Arab world celebrated the creation of the Arab Women's Fund in Amman, Jordan on 28 November. It is the first foundation in the region dedicated exclusively to supporting initiatives by women and prioritizing women's rights. http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/12_07/12_25_07/122507_arab.htm 
REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES
GENDER

GENDER HUMAN RIGHTS 

Men, Not Women, Should Be Ashamed of Domestic Violence  - Turkey 
The cultural language in Turkey, whether it be at the level of the state or of the individual, speaks of a belief in violence as a necessary tool in managing our affairs”, said Deniz Ulke Aribogan, rector of Behcesehir University, on the occasion of the fourth international conference on domestic violence in Turkey. For more information: http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=90769 

Kurdistan Vows to Fight Rise In Honor Killings

Almost 125 women died in the past four months. Kurdish authorities said they have launched a public awareness campaign to address the soaring rate of honor killings in the autonomous Kurdistan region of northern Iraq. Fore more information: 

http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2007/12/11/42804.html 

Women Gateway Director: Denial of Democracy and Equality Increase Violence Against Women

http://www.nesasy.org/content/view/5569/209/ 
Saudi Arabia Women Try Suicide to Escape Social Pressure

Segregated from men, banned from driving and facing restrictions on travel, work, and even study, many Saudi women attempt suicide to escape one of the world's strictest societies. Saudi Arabia, a conservative Islamic state where clerics demand the seclusion of females, often has an unforgiving attitude to women who find themselves victim to male violence.

http://www.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=USL12894106
Bahraini Women's Petition Committee Condemns Attacks on Peaceful Protest 

Bahraini Special Security Forces and National Security suppress peaceful demonstrations; Women's Petition Committee condemns the attack on women at the General Prosecutor's. 1 January 2008. for more information: 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-559774 
Islamic Feminism in Morocco 
Islam and feminism are not incompatible according to Moroccan doctor and writer Asma Lamrabet. In 2004, Asma Lamrabet founded a working group for women's issues and intercultural dialogue in Rabat. The initiative has now become well known throughout the Arab world as well as in some western countries.

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-559820 

GENDER LAWS 
New Human Trafficking Law Passed in Bahrain 
 A new law to combat human trafficking in Bahrain was backed by the Shura Council. It stipulates that people caught trafficking in humans would be fined between BD10,000 and BD100,000. The punishment will be doubled if those brought into the country were involved in criminal or terrorist activities.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=204378&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30287
GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 
Unfinished Agenda of the 21st Century - Unequal Status, Freedoms & Opportunities for Women & Girls 

At the dawn of the 21st Century, humanity continues to witness massive human rights violations in the form of discrimination and violence against half of the world's population. The unequal status, freedoms and opportunities afforded to women and girls exist to a greater or lesser degree in every society and country of the world and regrettably, all too often taken for granted as "normal" aspects of society and human relations. http://www.unfpa.org/about/index.htm 
The United Arab Emirates Soon to Have Women Judges 
Women in the United Arab Emirates will soon be allowed to become judges, breaking a male monopoly over the profession in the conservative monarchy, the justice minister was quoted as saying. Women are currently being trained at the Judicial Institute to become judges and prosecutors across the UAE once the law is amended, the English daily Gulf News reported, quoting minister Mohammad bin Nakhira al-Dhaheri.
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-559689 

Quota System Can Help in GCC Women's Empowerment  
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Quota system is the only solution to empower women and involve them in the decision-making process in the Gulf region, according to a recent study. Conducted by the executive office of GCC Ministers of Labour and Social Affairs based in Bahrain, the study recommends the GCC to implement a quota system to enhance women’s participation in the development of men-oriented societies in the Gulf.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=369897&news_type=Top&lang=en 
GENDER, EDUCATON & CULTURE 
Islam's Point of View on Women's Education in Saudi Arabia 
Comparative Education, Vol. 23, No. 1, Special Number (10): Sex Differences in Education (1987), pp. 51-57. “The family in Saudi Arabia is a part of society which represents customs and habits and has a very strong structure.... for more information: 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1126106 
Gender and the Expansion of University Education in Jordan 
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This article explores how gender is threaded through the expansion and privatization of higher education in Jordan. Due to the justified current concern with the...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1126113


Wedding Traditions in the Sahara – The Tafilalet 

The Tafilalet is the largest Saharan oasis of Morocco, in the southeastern part of the country. Tafilalet is noted for its dates, most of which it exports. It has t anning and handicraft industries, and its main trading centre is Erfoud at the base of Mount Erfoud. The inhabitants are primarily Muslim Berbers.
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2008/01_08/12_31_07/123107_morroco.htm 
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

Gender Myths and Feminist Fables: The Struggle for Interpretive Power in Gender and Development

Gender and development has become, over the course of recent decades, a distinctive and plural field of enquiry and practice. Gender and development is a recognized sub-discipline and ‘gender’ has gained official status within the discourse of mainstream development.

http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1467-7660.2007.00400.x?cookieSet=1 

GENDER & ECONOMY 
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MPs Endorse Draft Laws on Economic Development Zones, Domestic Violence 

The Lower House of Parliament endorsed a draft law on domestic violence in which violators of the law will face a maximum of six months behind bars and financial penalties. The bill requires adult family members to report any type of physical or sexual abuse that takes place in their households and allows for the creation of mediation committees to oversee problems that occur within families. 
http://admin.jordantimes.com/index.php?news=4820 
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Biased Against Women on Commercial Registrations Despite Law in Bahrain   

The Shura Council has criticized the implementation of the Commercial Law saying it discriminates against women and their rights. After a complete review of the law, the Shura women and children committee discovered that more privileges were given to men compared with women. For more information: 
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=372242&news_type=Top&lang=en 

Investing in Women is Smart Economics
Skyrocketing health care costs and slow economic growth in developing countries could be combated by government investments in family planning, antenatal care for mothers-to-be and skilled care at delivery, according to reports prepared for an upcoming conference here. For more information: http://www.womendeliver.org/pdf/WD_101207_PressRelease_Financial_(A4).pdf 

Rot Here or Die There - Bleak Choices for Iraqi Refugees in Lebanon

As of the last quarter of 2007, the Iraqi displacement crisis shows no signs of abating. Faced with insecurity at unprecedented levels, tens of thousands of Iraqis continue to leave their homes each month. For more information: 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2007/lebanon1207/1.htm#_Toc182634311 

RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS

GENDER & VIOLENCE 

Al Jazeera Everywoman Programmes - UK Honour Killings
 In the first of our series of programmes from London, Everywoman looks at the growing number of women being murdered in so-called 'Honor killings'.  According to official figures it is on the rise throughout Europe. In the UK alone 12 women are killed every year by members of their own families in so-called 'honour crimes'. Experts say the real figure could be far higher and the numbers are rising. http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/FEBCAF38-969F-45C8-B027-8C680A32E6D0.htm?FRAMELESS=true&NRNODEGUID=%7bFEBCAF38-969F-45C8-B027-8C680A32E6D0%7d
KARAMA: Arab Women’s Anti-Violence Network 

Dignity is a fundamental social concept in Arab society.  It is at the root of many of the Arab world’s most remarked-upon social customs including generosity when there is little to share, selflessness in the face of great danger and abundant hospitality.  

http://www.vkarama.org/main.asp?mid=102
GENDER & ICT

Engendering ICT Toolkit: Challenges and Opportunities for Gender-Equitable Development 
The toolkit is divided into 10 sections and it contains checklists, evaluation tools, examples of good practices, and resources that can be used to incorporate gender into ICT projects and project components. The toolkit has been designed for general...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/e-government/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1121262 


Gender And Development E-Brief is published by CRTD.A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 
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