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NEWS
GENDER

GENDER & HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
Opening of the First hearing Center for Battered Women in Syria 

A one-of-a-kind hearing center for battered women was recently opened in Damascus in occurrence with the international day to resist violence against women. Women subjected to violence can confidentially seek support and help, where psychological and/or legal advice and counseling are offered and carried out under the supervision of experts and specialists with a high level of expertise. For more information: http://www.nesasy.org/ 
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REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER HUMAN RIGHTS 

Father Kills Daughter Allegedly for Not Wearing a Hijab in Canada 

16 year old Aqsa Parvez was killed by her father on 10 December, allegedly for not wearing a veil. Rumors that the girl clashed with her family over her objection to wearing the hijab have generated headlines from Germany to Pakistan, and fuelled a fierce - and at times arguably racist - debate about Islam and Canadian values.

 For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558982 

Vigilantes Kill 40 Women in Iraq's South 

Religious vigilantes have killed at least 40 women this year in the southern Iraqi city of Basra because of how they dressed, their mutilated bodies found with notes warning against ``violating Islamic teachings,'' the police chief said. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk:80/worldlatest/story/0,,-7139725,00.html 
… and in Syria, Prostitution Ordeal of Iraqi Girls
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With their bright neon signs and glitzy decor, dozens of nightclubs line the streets of the Maraba district in the Syrian capital Damascus. It's here that men come from far and wide - car number plates are not just from Syria but Iraq and Saudi Arabia - to watch young women dancing.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7119473.stm
The Flogging of a Female Rape Victim 
"There is no legal or Islamic basis for such sentencing. Although it is true that according to Qur’anic teaching, a woman may not meet a man in privacy, no punishment was decreed for taking such action."  (Arab News)

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558983 

… While on in Saudi Arabia Rape Victim Pardoned by the King 
Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah has pardoned a female rape victim who had been sentenced to 200 lashes for being alone with a man at the time of the attack who was not related to her, reported a Saudi newspaper. 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-559553 

GENDER LAWS 
 South Africa’s Tougher Laws On Rape To Go into Effect 
After a protracted delay, tough new laws against sexual abuse will finally go into effect in South Africa, which is often called the "rape capital" of the world. The Justice Ministry said that the Sexual Offenses Amendment Act would help the country "fight the scourge of sexual offenses head-on" and would at last give greater protection to victims of sexual crimes.

http://www.bostonherald.com/news/international/africa/view.bg?articleid=1050807
Mosques Told to Obey New Code of Conduct in UK

Leaders of Muslim groups draw up rules to fight extremists and allow women's rights. British mosques will be expected to modernize and do far more to outlaw extremist Islamic teaching under new rules drawn up by Muslim leaders.

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558858 

Need to Make Marital Rape a Crime in Malaysia 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women [25 November], an assessment of marital rape and why it is still not considered a crime in Malaysia, despite legal amendments to make it so.

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558933 

Fundamentalists in Sudan Call for Tougher Sentencing for Arrested Teacher 

"Some reports said protesters had called for her to be shot. Her lawyer said she was later moved for her own safety." Crowds of people have marched in Sudan's capital Khartoum to call for a tougher sentence for a British teacher imprisoned for insulting religion. For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558853 
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Iran to Launch Police Stations for Women

Iran plans to set up police stations run by women officers in the Islamic republic’s capital to deal only with offences committed by women, the Tehran Emrouz newspaper reported yesterday.
 http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=363986&news_type=Top&lang=en 
GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 
Being Berber: Cultural Identity in Morocco

Walking through the streets of Rabat, Morocco, I clearly stood out as a foreigner. Although my features might allow me to “pass” as Moroccan, my blue jeans and running shoes clearly distinguished me from the old men... for more information: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/youth/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1123052
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Maghreb Women's Rights Activists Stress Need to Separate Religion from State

A recent Tunis seminar on gender inequality drew representatives of development associations and NGOs from across the Maghreb region. Human rights activists from Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania attending a Tunisian seminar stressed the need to separate religion from state as "an essential approach to realizing gender equality." 

http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2007/12/04/feature-01
Jordanian MP Celebrates Her Post-Quota Victory 
Falak Jamaani is the first woman to gain a parliamentary seat in an outright victory over male challengers, a sign that Jordan's political scene is gradually opening its doors to women one seat at a time. She won her seat without relying on the quota system that reserves six seats for women. For more information: http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm?aid=3402 

Parliamentarian Declares 'a Woman's Testimony is Equal to that of a Man' In Egypt
Zeinab Radwan, Deputy Speaker of the People’s assembly in the Egyptian Parliament and member of the National Democratic Party, created a storm announcing “the testimony of a woman is legally equal in weight with a man’s testimony.” For more information: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558860 

GENDER, EDUCATON & CULTURE 
The Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2008
Every year, the EFA Global Monitoring Report assesses where the world stands on its commitment to provide a basic education to all children, youth and adults by 2015. Developed by an independent team and published by UNESCO, the report is an authoritative reference that aims to inform, influence and sustain genuine commitment towards education for all. 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001547/154743e.pdf 

[image: image6.png]



NISAA (Women) Magazine ECWR
ECWR launched on a volunteer basis a new magazine, Nisaa (“women”) with the aim of internalizing awareness of gender concerns in daily life, promoting active discussion and critical thinking, and challenging readers to re-think shallow images of women. For more information: 

http://www.ecwronline.org/english/publication/index.htm 
GENDER & HEALTH 

Gender Disparities in Health and Mortality 
"Gender differences in mortality and life expectancy vary by country. But in most countries, men live shorter lives than women. In Russia, for instance, the difference between male and female life expectancy is 13 years (59 vs. 72). 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/pop/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1122377
10 Questions to Test Your Knowledge about Sexual and Reproductive Health (Guttmacher Institute) 
How much do you know about sexual and reproductive health? To find out, take the annual pop quiz, developed by Guttmacher researchers and policy experts. Although the issues are in the news all the time, the facts are all too frequently...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/pop/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1122390

GENDER & EMPOWERMENT
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Development Has a Woman's Face: Insights From Within The UN 
The book analyzes the concepts that have transformed the 'woman question' into the current notion of 'gender mainstreaming': for example, take the question of redefinition of 'economic activity'--large area of women's work-considered "non-economic" in traditional definitions… for more information: 
https://www.vedamsbooks.com/no52249.htm 

UN: Publication: "Financing for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women: Paradoxes and Possibilities" 
Isabella Bakker's report on financing gender equality and empowerment, from the United Nation Division for the Advancement of Women, Expert Group Meeting on Financing for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (4-7 Sep. 07) for more information: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/financing_gender_equality/BackgroundPapers/BP.1%20Bakker.pdf 

DEVELOPMENT

Book Against Corruption Released in Jordan 
"Arab civil society has succeeded in promoting the transparency agenda despite legal impediments and smearing attacks, according to a book recently published by the Arab Archives Institute (AAI) in Jordan. For more information:  http://topics.developmentgateway.org/governance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1122455
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