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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Family Laws in the Muslim World: Comparative Perspectives
International Conference Organized by The Esprit de Fès Foundation and The Protection Project at The Johns Hopkins University “Family Laws in the Muslim World: Comparative Perspectives” -  December 11-13, 2007 - Palais des Congrès - Fès, Morocco for more information, please contactMs.  Fatima Sadiqi -  sadiqi_fatima@yahoo.fr  
NEWS
GENDER

WOMEN’S VOICES
WOMEN: The Pillars of Afghanistan 
The largest defeat of the British-Indian forces in the Second Anglo-Afghan War came through the leadership of one heroic, Afghan woman — Malalai of Maiwand.... for more information: 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1118004

The Global Campaign to Stop Stoning and Killing Women! 
Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) is Launching this campaign following the International Day Against Violence Against Women, on 26 November 2007, WLUML Will Launch the Campaign at Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey. For more information: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/11_07/11_12_07/111207_launch.htm 
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As Order Slides, Palestinian Women Face Honor Killings

Rights activists say such murders have increased as a result of the worsened security situation, and press for a new law. For more information: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/11_07/11_19_07/111907_palestine.htm 
GENDER & HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
Why does OCHA Need a Policy on Gender Equality? 

First, there is growing evidence that understanding gender relations and inequalities can help improve humanitarian assistance. Not all people are vulnerable in the same way; nor do they have the same capacities. Although varying from place to place,... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/earts/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1118859
What is OCHA's Gender Action Plan? 

Throughout 2004, an external consultant assisted OCHA in New York and Geneva to develop a detailed action plan to provide a roadmap on how to measure the implementation of OCHA’s policy on gender equality. Each branch and unit described what they...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/culture/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1118865
CIVIL SOCIETY 

US Centre Helps Draft a New Law Regulating Civil Society in Bahrain 

A US-based organization is helping the Social Development Ministry in drafting a new law regulating civil societies. Several new suggestions have now been made to the draft of the law by the International Center for Not for Profit Law (ICNL), Washington, and these may be incorporated in the final draft to be presented before Parliament soon, ICNL Programme director Catherine Shea told the Gulf Daily News.
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=199724&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=30237 
TOP(
REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER HUMAN RIGHTS 

Honour Crime Fear of Syria Women 
The Syrian authorities are trying to crack down on the practice of "honour killing", and they have widespread support. About 10,000 people have signed a petition calling for an end to the practice, in a campaign backed by senior Muslim officials. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7042249.stm
Women United: 'Hands Off' 
A new poll concludes that the physical abuse of women is a widespread problem in Turkey affecting the lives of as much as a third of the female population. While there is not much East-West difference in abuse, the risk of being physically abused is at least doubled if the woman earns more than the man. Nine out of 19 women country-wide are against spousal violence.

http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=88028%20 
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Iranian Child Victim of Prostitution

Sold into prostitution aged nine, condemned by an Iranian judge to hang at 18, Leila was Saved by a group of human rights activists. "I was nine years old when my mother started selling me. I did not understand what was happening." 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/crossing_continents/7107379.stm 
Saudi Gang-Rape Victim is Jailed

An appeal court in Saudi Arabia has doubled the number of lashes and added a jail sentence as punishment for a woman who was gang-raped. The victim was initially punished for violating laws on segregation of the sexes - she was in an unrelated man's car at the time of the attack. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7096814.stm 

Sri Lankan Domestic Workers Face Abuse
Sri Lankan domestic workers face serious abuses, including violence, harassment and exploitation when they migrate to work in the Middle East, a recent Human Rights Watch report stated. HRW blamed governments of exposing domestic workers to abuse by refusing to guarantee a weekly rest day, limits to the workday, and freedom of movement.  http://hrw.org/english/docs/2007/11/13/slanka17328.htm 
Male Gynecologists Attacked by Extremists 

Male gynecologists are being targeted by Islamic extremists in Iraq as they are accused of invading the privacy of women. Women’s NGOs have raised concerns as there are few women gynecologists in the country and their male counterparts are scared to continue working.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=75275 

New Report from the Land Center For Human Rights on Violence Against Women

This report on violence against women in Egypt shows 247 women were killed during the first half of 2007. (Land Center for Human Rights) 
"The Land Center for Human Rights issued report No. (57) of the economic and social rights series issued by the center. The report aims to recognize violence against women by monitoring and analyzing the content of Egyptian newspapers during the six months beginning from January until the end of June 2007. For more information: 
http://wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-556628 
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UN Agencies Team Up to Help Somali Rape Victims 

26 October 2007 – Amid the chaos of fighting and displacement in Somalia, United Nations agencies are working to address the growing problem of sexual violence in the country, which has not had a functioning government since 1991 and where an upsurge in violence has forced thousands to flee their homes. http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=24429&Cr=Somalia&Cr1=
When Is a Saudi Woman Considered an Adult? 

It is surprising and frustrating to see that women in Saudi Arabia, despite all their achievements, continue to be treated as underage dependents who need and are forced to be managed by their male guardians. 

It is necessary at this point of Saudi women’s history to address this important issue. http://www.arabnews.com/?page=7&section=0&article=103117
Militants in Basra targeting women 
16/11/2007 The chief of police in the southern Iraqi city of Basra has warned of a campaign of violence against women carried out by religious extremists. It has, Maj-Gen Abdul Jalil Khalaf said, included threats, intimidation and even murder. Some victims were dressed in indecent clothes by their killers or had notices attached to them, he said.

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558548 
"Making Our Streets Safer for Everyone" a Campaign in Egypt to End Sexual Harassment Led by the Egyptian Center for Women's Rights (ECWR) 
The campaign started in 2005, where the center discovered that there was no relevant data on the issue, nor studies nor statistics or researches were done at that time." The Egyptian Center for Women's Rights launched a volunteer campaign against Sexual Harassment in the Egyptian Streets. The campaign started in 2005, where the center discovered that there was no relevant data on the issue, and neither studies nor statistics nor research had been done at that time. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-558487 
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT
The Other Half of Gender: Men's Issues in Development

This book is an attempt to bring the gender and development debate full circle, "from a much-needed focus on empowering women to a more comprehensive gender framework that considers gender as a system that affects both women and men." The chapters in the book explore definitions of masculinity and male identities in a variety of social contexts, drawing from experiences in Latin America, the Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa. 

http://www.comminit.com/en/node/188798/38
GENDER & CITIZENSHIP 
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Voters Shun Women in Oman Council Poll    

None of the 21 women competing for election to Oman's consultative council won positions on the 84-seat body. Two women were elected to the government advisory body in the conservative Gulf sultanate following the last elections in 2003, but this year all the new members were men.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=353403&news_type=Top&lang=en
Practical Solution for Implementing a Political Representation Quota for Women in Yeman 
Some political parties in Yemen have shown in previous elections that they will not voluntarily increase women participation as candidates. Why? Because political parties are dominated by men and because no one likes to give up power. But also because women in the parties have not been able to convince the leadership that it is smart or beneficial to nominate women, or that parties can win with women candidates.
http://www.newsyemen.net/en/view_news.asp?sub_no=3_2007_10_30_6947 
Stateless Bidun Residents – Women in Kuwait 
The Arabic word, “bidun,” meaning “without” and short for “bidun jinsiya” (without citizenship), is used to denote longtime residents of Kuwait who are stateless. The estimated number of bidun in Kuwait ranges from 90,000 to 130,000, less than half the number who resided in the country prior to Iraq’s invasion in 1990. Those who remain are subject to systematic discrimination and their future is uncertain. 

http://www.refugeesinternational.org/content/article/detail/10121/ 
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GENDER & EDUCATON 
Number of Girls Attending School in Iraq Dropping, Say Analysts 

Education specialists in Iraq are worried about the low school attendance of girls as it could create a huge educational gap. 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=75037
GENDER & ECONOMY 

The Business School on Wheels for Rural Women 
The Business School on Wheels for Rural Women is Mann Vikas’ innovative solution to making it’s range of courses accessible to women who due to financial or cultural constraints would be unable to access training in a central location. A bus has been...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/microfinance/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1118312
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GENDER & HEALTH 

 CAMPAIGN AGAINST ANOREXIA - Milan Fashion Week Timing
An Italian fashion label has stirred debate by featuring a naked, anorexic model on billboards across the country in an effort to raise awareness of the illness. 

http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/europe/09/26/anorexia.model/
GENDER & ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
Women's Empowerment Tops GCC Social Affairs Agenda 
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Support for women to be more socially active and participate more in social development programs in the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, as well as initiatives to establish a unified Gulf data center for the disabled and a discussion of ways to better protect children against violence are among the topics to be discussed at the GCC labor and social affairs ministers’ meeting tomorrow.
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=357294&news_type=Top&lang=en 
ICT 
Telecentre: A Definition

telecentre.org's definition of "telecentre" is: "... a public place where people can access computers, the Internet, and other technologies that help them gather information and communicate with others at the same time as they develop digital skills. For more information: 
http://www.comminit.com/redirect.cgi?cimo=1&r=http://community.telecentre.org/en-tc/node/20439#what
TOP(
RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES 

Handbook on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol
Website of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights - http://www.ohchr.org/english/
Direct Link to Document - http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/ExclusionEqualityDisabilities.pdf 
Equality between Men and Women
Women with disabilities might experience discrimination on at least two levels: on the basis of sex and on the basis of disability. The principle of equality between men and women requires States to promote equality between men and women and to combat inequality when implementing the provisions of the Convention. 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/ExclusionEqualityDisabilities.pdf 
NGOs & PROJECT PROFILES
Isha L'Isha - Haifa Feminist Center - Position Paper on Women's Ova Donation
"The legislation proposal on ova donation passed its first reading in the Israel Knesset on May 8, 2007. The law, which was proposed several times in various versions since 2001, creates a significant change regarding ova donation, as it allows for the extraction of ova for donation FOR PURPOSES OF FERTILITY TREATMENTS AS WELL AS RESEARCH, FOR WOMEN WHO ARE NOT UNDERGOING FERTILITY TREATMENT THEMSELVES, AND WHO ARE UNDERGOING THIS PROCESS SOLELY FOR DONATION.
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/11_07/11_05_07/110507_isreal.htm 
Arab Women Parliamentarians - Project - UNIFEM
Engendering governance and leadership to increase women’s participation in decision-making processes that shape their lives, continues to be a priority of the United Nations Development Fund for Women’s (UNIFEM) in its Strategy and Business Plan. The emphasis on engendering governance and leadership is particularly critical for strengthening the capacity and skills of women to facilitate their access to political and economic decision-making positions and to support their development as transparent, accountable, transformational leaders, who can effectively advance a pro-poor and pro-women agenda.  http://www.unifem.org.jo/pages/project.aspx?pid=681
TOP(
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