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NEWS
CIVIL SOCIETY 

Abolishing the Association for Human Rights Legal Aid in Egypt 
"The ministry of social solidarity in Egypt issued a decree that abolishes the Association for Human Rights Legal Aid claiming that it committed financial transgressions. http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-556584 

GENDER

GENDERED SOCIAL, LEGAL & POLITICAL RIGHTS
Hamas recruits Women into Police Force as 'Proof' of Progressive Thinking
"Females can't be touched by a man, therefore we need women police. That's proof we are a lawful country and not an Islamic state. It doesn't violate Shariah law either." Susan Aqal is a tightly veiled Palestinian mother who has a baby boy, but she has abandoned traditional domestic life to interrogate suspected drug addicts, thieves and murderers in the volatile Gaza Strip. For more info: http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-556774 
Saudi Women Petition Government for Driving Rights 
A group of Saudi women plan to give a petition to the government asking to be allowed to drive cars. The organizers say the petition would be sent to the government on Sept. 23, the Saudi National Day. “We demand that the right of women to drive is given back to us,” says the petition. “It’s a right that was enjoyed by our mothers and grandmothers in complete freedom to [utilize] the means of transportation in those times.”
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-556671 
… While They Were Kept Off Foreign Missions without Legal Male Guardian 
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Security officers at the gates of Diplomatic Quarter are turning back Saudi females not accompanied by male guardians. "Saudi women are not allowed in foreign embassies unless accompanied by male guardians," a Saudi security guard told The Saudi Gazette. For more info: 

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=340334&news_type=Top&lang=en 
Malaysian ‘Tiger Girl’ Wins UN-letter Writing Competition to Save the Planet

Assuming the mind of a tiger cub, a young Malaysian girl has won a United Nations letter-writing competition, beating over 3 million other youngsters from around the world who were asked to put themselves in the position of a wild animal whose... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/youth/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1114216
Jordan Launches National Project to Curb Violence Against Women 

Jordan launched a U.S.-funded project Monday to curb violence and other forms of abuse against women under the auspices of the country's Queen Rania.

Organizers said the campaign was aimed at changing widespread Jordanian misconceptions condoning violence against women, as well as providing services to those experiencing abuse.

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/09/10/africa/ME-GEN-Jordan-Women-Abuse.php
GENDER & INDIGENEOUS RIGHTS 

United Nations Revised Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
This text delivered by the indigenous representatives to the global indigenous circus is a revised Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which is to be submitted to the General Assembly for adoption on 13 September (date to be confirmed) For more information: .... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/indigenous/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1113288
Declaration Breakthrough for Indigenous Rights 
UN Special Forum on Indigenous Issues has been informed that a delegation from Mexico, Peru and Guatemala met on Friday August 31, with the global indigenous caucus, delivering the indigenous leadership a revised text, which is to be submitted to...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/indigenous/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1113287 

Good Practices to Promote Indigenous Women 

The UN Task Force on Indigenous Women adopted a three-year programme of work. As part of its programme of activities, the Task Force has collected a series of good practices and case studies in addressing the problems that indigenous women face. case... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/indigenous/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1113290
GENDER & ICT 
GRACE - Africa

Carried out in 12 African countries, GRACE aims to bring together African researchers to study ICTs and women's empowerment in an effort to influence debates on gender and ICTs as well as national and provincial policies. For more information, contact Ineke Buskens Ineke@researchforthefuture.com
RAMADAN
Muslim World Celebrates Start of Ramadan    

Most of the world’s 1.2 billion Muslims began Ramadan on Thursday September 13, a holy month of dawn-to-dusk fasting, festivities — and abstinence. The start of Ramadan, the ninth and holiest month of the Muslim calendar, is traditionally determined by the sighting of a new crescent moon, often dividing rival Islamic countries and sects over the exact date. http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=342211&news_type=Top&lang=en
TOP(
REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

The Cost of the Gender Gap 

This article was received from Project Syndicate, an international not-for-profit association of newspapers dedicated to hosting a global debate on the key issues shaping our world. Working women throughout the world have long complained of the unfairness implied by lower pay than what men receive.
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1113507

UNIFEM Annual Report 2006-2007 

The Annual Report 2006-2007 documents UNIFEM's work to strengthen women's economic security, eliminate violence against women, reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS among women, and achieve gender equality in democratic governance. The report also commemorates the 10th anniversary of the UNIFEM-managed UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women with examples that highlight the achievements of grantees over the past decade.
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1113514 

UN Gender Statistics Programmes in the Arab Countries

The Development of National Gender Statistics Programmes in the Arab countries (GSP) was conceived and implemented in light of the Beijing Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women, which recognized the importance of incorporating a gender perspective in policies related to all areas of society
http://www.escwa.org.lb/gsp/issues/main.html
GENDER RIGHTS
Resisting and Challenging Religious Fundamentalisms
An advocacy research project that builds on the work of AWID's "Challenging Fundamentalisms" website project, which was a joint project with Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) and Rights and Democracy. Women's rights advocates have done considerable work detailing how religious fundamentalisms impact on women's rights, such as the demand for regressive reform of family law in Muslim contexts or the rise of the Christian evangelical movement in the United States. For more information: http://www.awid.org/go.php?pg=challenge_fundamentalisms
New Report from the Land Center for Human Rights on Violence against Women in Egypt 
This report on violence against women in Egypt shows 247 women were killed during the first half of 2007.  "The Land Center for Human Rights issued report No. (57) of the economic and social rights series issued by the center. The report aims to recognize violence against women by monitoring and analyzing the content of Egyptian newspapers during the six months beginning from January until the end of June 2007.
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-556628 
GENDER & ECONOMICS 

Daycare Centers Hard to Find in Saudi Arabia
Even though it has been nearly two years since the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs announced new rules and regulations concerning providing daycare centres in establishments that have working mothers, the service is still unavailable. For more information: http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/09_07/09_10_07/091607_saudi.htm 
The State of the Microcredit Summit Campaign Report 2006

As of December 31, 2005, 3,133 microcredit1 institutions have reported reaching 113,261,390 clients, 81,949,036 of whom were among the poorest when they took their first loan. Of these poorest clients, 84.2 percent, or 68,993,027 million, are women.... For more information: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/trade/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1113673

Women as an Economic Force 

In an effort to build greater connections between Chinese and African women, Vital Voices Global Partnership, with the support of Standard Chartered Bank, brought 18 African women to Shanghai, China on September 9-12, 2007. For more information: http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1114642
CIVIL SOCIETY 

Religious Civil Society in Afghanistan 
This CMI project sets out to examine the role and significance of religious groups and networks in the development of Afghan civil society in the post-Taliban era and seek to identify potential lines of tension and collaboration among secular and...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1114855
ICT & DEVELOPMENT
Information Technology for the Persons with Disability 
Access to information and communication technology (ICT) has created opportunities for everyone; these advances have been particularly meaningful for persons with disabilities, allowing them to overcome the societal barriers of prejudice infrastructure and inaccessible formats that stand in the way of participation.
 http://topics.developmentgateway.org/ict/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1114381
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RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES 

Global Women.Com
The Premier on-line source for women in business globally links business-swomen worldwide through three channels:

1) Global Diversity, 2) Global Summit of Women, 3) Corporate Women Directors International. For more info: 

http://www.globewomen.com/about/aboutus.htm 
DOCUMENTARIES 

Women and Citizenship Rights in Lebanon 
Every Women Programme: Al-Jazeera English http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20WRUQ4aZGw 
"Jihad for Love" documents the lives of gay Muslims

"A controversial film about gay Muslims is more a labour of love than a call to arms." 
Early on in the More4 documentary A Jihad for Love, which receives its much anticipated world premiere at the Toronto International Film festival on Sunday, a Muslim man and his two daughters are enjoying a coastal drive in South Africa. 

http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd%5B157%5D=x-157-556819 

NGO & PROGRAMME PROFILE

Queen Rania Family and Child Center (QRFCC) - Jordan

This community centre provides services and support to families in Jordan's Jabal Al-Naser area. QRFCC's "ecological model" is built on the premise that preventing child abuse requires going beyond attempting to change individuals' behaviour. For more information: Contact info@jrf.org.jo
http://www.comminit.com/experiences/pds2007/experiences-4176.html
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