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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 

The International Women's Summit (IWS), July 4-7, Nairobi – Kenya

The International Women's Summit brought together 1500 women of all ages and HIV statuses, as well as stakeholders and partners to discuss the impact HIV and AIDS has on women and recognize the leadership women from across the world have demonstrated in bringing a solution to the pandemic.
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do~1107546?intcmp=911 
Gender Online Events - Call for Participation, July 23 & 30, 2007 
What is dignity? Definitions/understandings. Is dignity universal and/or is it individualistic? What is the utility for a concept of dignity in social justice work? What are measurable manifestations in life that tell us whether dignity is realized in a particular context? What measurements constitute failure? What is the 
role of the State in ensuring right to dignity for all? For more information: info@equalinrights.org 
pdarooka@pwescr.org
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NEWS
GENDER

GENDERED SOCIAL, LEGAL & POLITICAL RIGHTS
IRAQ 
Concerned at Abuse of Orphans in Iraq, UNICEF Urges Measures in Response 

Reacting to broadcast images of children in a Baghdad orphanage suffering “horrific neglect and abuse,” the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) urged the Iraqi Government to assess conditions nationwide and take measures to address the problem. For more information: 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=23008&Cr=iraq&Cr1
IRAQ: Continued Violence Causing Gender Role Swap 
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Until 2003, Salwa Khatab Omar had been driven around by two drivers and accompanied by at least three guards who lived in a caravan next to her house in Baghdad. She lived in some style and without many responsibilities. 
Since the 2003 US-led invasion, however, Salwa, the wife of a former senior army officer, has found herself responsible for virtually everything. For more information: 

 http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=73282
PALESTINE 
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Israel – Palestine – Women for Peace: Batshalom – Women with a Vision for A Just Peace 

The Jerusalem Link is the coordinating body of two independent women's centers: Bat Shalom—The Jerusalem Women's Action Center, located in West Jerusalem, and Marcaz al-Quds la l-Nissah—The Jerusalem Center for Women, located in East Jerusalem.

In 1989, a meeting was convened in Brussels between prominent Israeli and Palestinian women peace activists. For more information: http://www.batshalom.org/jlink_about.php
UAE 
Sheikha Fatima: Women are Complete Partners in the Development Process 
Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, Chairperson of Arab Women's Organization, has stressed that the woman is a full partner in the development process. She appreciates the decision of H.H. President Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan to appoint... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1108848

GENDER & ECONOMY 

Bahrain Women - Take Up the Business Challenge! 

Bahraini women must embrace the risks associated with setting up their own business and take the plunge, a member of a key organization. They should also be supported in setting up their own businesses, Centre of Arab Women for Training and Research's (CAWTAR) information and communication officer Atidel Mejbri told the GDN yesterday on the second day of a conference to promote increased information technology (IT) usage among businesswomen. For more information: 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=184166&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=30078
GENDER & MEDEIA 

Arab Female Journalists Stand Up for Press Freedom

In a region still ruled by kings and queens and governed by gender-specific laws on roles and clothing, 60 Arab female journalists convened in Jordan to discuss two sizzling issues affecting them every day: press freedom and women's equality. http://www.womensenews.org:80/article.cfm?aid=3248 
GENDER & ICT 

EcoWoman 

Ecowoman is dedicated to promoting equal access for girls and women in the science and technology arena, advocating educational and scientific literacy for them, and developing linkages between professional women scientists and technologists and..
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/capacitydevelopment/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1108600 
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REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

Muslim Women Build International Network

Muslim women, who will meet in Malaysia later this year, are pursuing a 10-year plan for advancing women's worldwide leadership within Islam. So far it has a name--the Women's Islamic Initiative in Spirituality and Equity, or WISE--one landmark meeting in November 2006, a major international gathering planned for late 2007, a few declared objectives, plenty of questions and, for one founder, an overriding reason for being. For more information: http://www.womensenews.org:80/article.cfm?aid=3233
Civil Society between the State and Society: Turkish Women with Muslim Headscarves? 

Direct link to the report: http://csp.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/4/748.pdf 
Women in New Zealand Face Sexist Backlash 

Women may have claimed some top jobs but worsening domestic violence and a sexist backlash show they still face discrimination, a New Zealand delegation will tell the United Nations. 

A report to be presented to an international committee warns of a "marked change for the worse in the social and political climate", eroding some of the gains made in gender equality. For more information: 
http://www.scoop.co.nz:80/stories/PO0612/S00158.htm
The Multi-Faces of Islam: A Comparative Report on Women's Associations & Association Laws in Muslim Countries
Direct link to the report: http://www.iccsl.org/pubs/07-04_IJCSL.pdf
CEDAW Shadow Report by the Association of Women for Action & Research - AWARE - Singapore
(July-August 2007) Direct link to the report: http://www.aware.org.sg/images/stories/images2007/cedaw%20shadow%20report%20(online).pdf
GENDER, ECONOMY & TRADE  

Gender Dimensions of Intellectual Property and Traditional Medicinal Knowledge 
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This paper summarizes current discussions on intellectual property and traditional medicinal knowledge (TMK) in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) from a gender perspective. 
http://threadandthrum.blogspot.com:80/2007/07/gender-dimensions-of-intellectual.html
MENA Region – Women Excelling Despite Challenges - Women in Business
http://lists.whathelps.com/wa.exe?A2=ind0707c&L=wunrn_listserve&T=0&F=P&S=&P=6960 
GENDER & ICT  

BTOR: Empowering Women Participation in Sciences and ICTs - Tunis – June 2007 

This paper was contributed by Samia Melhem, Sr. Operations Officer at the World Bank Group. This is by BTOR, from the "International Colloquium on Women in Engineering and Technology: Global Efforts for Local Empowerment", held in Tunis from June 6-9...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1107437

Gender and ICT

This publication, jointly produced by UNDP Asia-Pacific Development Information Programme (APDIP) and the Association for Progressive Communications Women's Networking Support Program (APC WNSP), looks at information and communication technology (ICT) for development through a gender lens. It discusses ICT within a gender equality framework. For more information:
http://www.comminit.com/strategicthinking/st2007/thinking-2198.html

Ongoing Discussion: Women Participation in Sciences and Technology 
The KE dgCommunity invites members to share their opinion, experiences and ideas here regarding women participation in Sciences and Technology. Introduction contributed by Samia Melhem, Senior Operations Officer at the World Bank Group: Over the last...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1108564

New Technologies and Women in Arab Countries: A Forest of Concepts, A Complex Reality

Natalia Fernández-Diaz identifies the difficulties of understanding feminist concerns regarding the needs and potential benefits of emerging technologies in what is usually known as ‘Arab countries’. Locating the relationship between women and ICTs in women’s movements, Fernández-Diaz interrogates the concepts of technologists, producers, users, victims and indirect beneficiaries in this complex political, geographical and imaginary terrain http://www.genderit.org/en/index.shtml?w=a&x=95368
DEVELOPMENT
Protecting the Poor and Vulnerable in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and West Bank and Gaza 
Economic growth that creates good jobs is a critical challenge for the countries of the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA). While nominal GDP has grown in several countries of the region recently due largely to oil revenues, achieving... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1108938
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RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES 

Toolkit on Gender Indicators in Engineering, Science and Technology 
Developed in the framework of the UNESCO University-Industry-Science Partnership (UNISPAR) Program, this Toolkit seeks to help its users collect sex-disaggregated data in scientific and technological activities for national and international... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1107777

Gender –related Development Index 

UNDP – POGAR has launched a gender development index, which is part of the Gender & Citizenship Initiative. This index, which you can find online through the following link, includes indexes about gender inequality in education as well as women's political participation. These indexes are available as per each Arab country.  http://gender.pogar.org/countries/stats.asp?cid=2&gid=10&ind=120 
NGO & PROGRAMME PROFILE

The Vision for the European Feminist Forum (EFF) 
The vision for the EFF relies on three primary objectives: • Dialogue • Knowledge Creation and Mapping • Setting a new European Feminist Agenda 1. CRAFT FEMINIST SPACE FOR DIALOGUE - With the European Feminist Forum we aim to craft an open, safe... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1107893

The Association for Middle East Women's Studies 
The Association for Middle East Women's Studies is an organization of scholars and individuals with an interest in women of the Middle East. It is an affiliated organization of the Middle East Studies Association of North America, Inc. AMEWS was...
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/afghanistan/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1108585
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Gender And Development E-Brief is published by CRTD.A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtda.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD.A / IRIS.
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