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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Call For Papers: "Refugee Women in the Arab World."
Deadline for abstracts: 15 August 2007 

The Institute for Women's Studies in the Arab World (IWSAW), based in the Lebanese American University, is soliciting articles for the forthcoming issue of the quarterly publication, Al–Raida. The central topic for this edition of the journal will be "Refugee Women in the Arab World." For more information: 

Website for The Institute for Women's Studies in the Arab World - IWSAW
http://www.lau.edu.lb/centers-institutes/iwsaw/index.html
International Conference on Mediterranean Women 

Some outcomes are: Recognizing the role of women in development and her productivity on the social, economic &and pedagogical levels, the necessity of integrating women in the National Initiative of Human Development. For more information: http://www.fatimasadiqi.on.ma/ - sadiqi_fatima@yahoo.fr
The Working Women's Forum – India 

Mission of WWF: Poverty reduction and strengthening of economic, social and cultural status of poor working women, through micro-credit, training, social mobilisation and other interventions to poor women. For more information:http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1105990
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NEWS
GENDER

GENDERED SOCIAL, LEGAL & POLITICAL RIGHTS
EGYPT

Egypt Forbids Female Circumcision 
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Egypt has announced that it is imposing a complete ban on female circumcision, also known as genital mutilation. The announcement follows a public outcry after a young girl died during the operation. A ban was introduced nearly 10 years ago but the practice continued to be allowed in exceptional circumstances. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6251426.stm
… and Mufti Says Female Circumcision Forbidden

Egypt's state-appointed Grand Mufti said on Sunday that female genital cutting was forbidden by Islam after an 11-year-old girl died while undergoing the procedure at a private medical clinic in southern Egypt. http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L24694871.htm
IRAQ 
Iraq - Kurdish Leaders Debate Polygamy Ban

Proposed law reignites long-standing debate among Kurds about whether polygamy hurts or helps women. By Najeeba Mohammad in Sulaimaniyah (ICR No. 224, 22-June-07) Iraqi Kurdistan's parliament is challenging social and religious tradition by considering legislation that would officially ban polygamy in this northern region, in a move that has divided some Kurdish political leaders and women's groups.

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=336517&apc_state=henpicr
IRAN

Don't "play" with Islamic law, Iranian women told

Activists should not try to change Islamic laws relating to women's rights, Iran's supreme leader said on Wednesday, two days after one campaigner was reportedly sentenced to 34 months in jail and ten lashes. For more information: 

http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSDAH44354320070704?pageNumber=2&sp=true 

International Support for Women’s Campaign
Iranian women’s rights activists are initiating a wide campaign demanding an end to discriminatory laws against women in the Iranian law.) for more information: 

http://www.wnrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_25_07/070107_iran.htm 

Iran Denies International Commitments to Stop Stoning

Iranian Labour New Agency -The head of Human Rights Committee of Iran had a meeting with the Green Party representative at the German parliament and the group accompanying him. In the meeting both parties emphasized on developing and improving the relationship between Iran and Germany.
For more information: http://www.ilna.ir/shownews.asp?code=433448&code1=15
JORDAN

Jordanian Government Considering Doubling Women’s Quota in Parliament
The cabinet is considering increasing the quota of women’s seats in the Lower House from six to 12 ahead of upcoming parliamentary elections, a former government minister said. “Increasing the number of seats has been a constant demand on the government by the women’s movement and the Jordanian National Commission for Women (JNCW),” said the commission’s secretary general, Asma Khader. For more information: 

http://www.jordanembassyus.org/06172007002.htm 
… and Queen Rania Calls for "New Global Warming": Challenges Western Perceptions of Islam, Arab Women and Regional Conflicts 

Speaking at the Tallberg Forum in Sweden, Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah challenged the Western perceptions of Arab women, Islam and conflicts in the region, and warned that "failure to appreciate the other side's point of view is a greater barrier to communication than speaking different languages".  

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_25_07/070107_jornas.htm 

SUADI ARABIA 
Saudi Women to Get One Third of Government Jobs    

One third of government jobs will go to Saudi women and additional job opportunities will also be created for them, according to Crown Prince Sultan.
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=319755&news_type=Top&lang=en
… Yet Kingdom Segregate Men, Women in Bank Headquarters 

Saudi authorities have ordered banks to separate female and male workers at their headquarters in a new setback for women's rights in the conservative kingdom.
Banks are one of the main employers of women in Saudi Arabia. Though women are already separated from male employees in branches, they have up to now worked together in bank headquarters. For more information:

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=321951&news_type=Top&lang=en
SYRIA 

Syria CEDAW accession 

CEDAW Reservation: ..... subject to reservations to article 2; article 9, paragraph 2, concerning the grant of a woman's nationality to her children; article 15, paragraph 4, concerning freedom of movement and of residence and domicile; article 16, paragraph 1 (c), (d), (f) and (g), concerning equal rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution with regard to guardianship, the right to choose a family name, maintenance and adoption; For more information: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/reservations-country.htm 
SENEGAL
Ending Female Genital Mutilation and Cutting in Senegal 
The international non-governmental organization Tostan is working in Senegal to create dialogue within communities about female genital mutilation or cutting (FGM/C) through a holistic, basic education programme, conducted in local languages. As a...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/youth/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1106909

SUDAN
… And Sudanese Religious Leader Speaks Out Against Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting 
In Sudan, a number of religious leaders have questioned deeply-held convictions on FGM/C in their communities and urged other leaders to support an end to the practice. Sheikh Ali Hashim al Siraj, Director of the Population Enlightenment Programme in...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/youth/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1106917

UAE 
Empowering UAE Women

In February this year, for the first time in the UAE's history, nine Emirati women were sworn in as members of the UAE Federal National Council. This figure represents 22.5 per cent of the seats in parliament and accorded the UAE the distinct honour of being one of the few countries in the world with the highest percentage of female parliamentarians.

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_18_07/062507_united.htm 

OTHERS
New Laws Give Sierra Leonean Women Unprecedented Rights, Protections

Women in Sierra Leone stand to enjoy unprecedented rights under new laws making wife-beating a criminal offence, allowing women to inherit property, and protecting young women against forced marriage. For more info: http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=73072 
UNFPA Hails Women's Rights Action by Nepali Lawmakers    
A resolution passed by Nepali legislators last week is a milestone in the advancement of women's civil and political rights, the Representative of UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, said. 

http://www.unfpa.org/news/news.cfm?ID=799 
Global Fund for Women Decries Attacks against Women's Rights Defenders 
The Global Fund for Women expresses its serious concern and condemns the acts of violence committed against women's rights activists. “We are deeply concerned by the recent attacks to our sister organization in Guatemala,... for more information: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1105975

Stop Stoning Forever Campaign
Stoning for Adultery – More Women’s Issues

A Man and a Woman Schedule To Be Stoned on Thursday, June 21
The news about the scheduled stoning of a man and a woman in Takistan, Ghazvin, was spread through mobile phone messages and the Internet. The office of Showraye Tameen of Ghazvin province has issued the order to stone and man and a woman in public. For more information about the campaign: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_18_07/062507_saudi.htm 
GENDER & ECONOMY 
Beirut workshop Looks to Empower Arab Women
An action plan is brewing to empower women economically in Lebanon and four other Arab countries during a five-day workshop in Hamra. The workshop, managed by the Collective for Research and Training on Development-Action (CRTDA), is producing materials so the 27 participants can train those in their home countries to blend women's empowerment with economic and social-development initiatives. For more information: http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=3&article_id=83314 or contact: info@crtda.org 
The Women's World Banking 
"The Women's World Banking network is a unique mix of leading microfinance institutions (MFIs) and banks that satisfy the stringent performance standards of WWB and are highly committed to the financial empowerment of low-income women entrepreneurs...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/trade/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1105216
ICT
Launch of the Economic Policy Institutes Network’s (EPIN) web-site 
The www.epinetwort.org, is created as a bi-lingual on-line resource to serve the needs of experts and researchers in information sharing and experience exchange in CIS countries and Central and Eastern Europe. The on-line resource aims at...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1106590
TOP(
REPORTS, BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER RIGHTS 

Black Women on the Bottom Rung

There are at least 75 million black women in Latin America and the Caribbean, but those who occupy high-level political or public administration posts number less than 50. As activists pointed out to IPS this week, black women are at the very bottom of the social ladder in this region. For more information: http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38231 
Tales of Strength and Danger: Sahar and the Tactics of Everyday Life in Amari Refugee Camp, Palestine
"Sahar, thirty-four years old, was born, grew up, married, and bore her five children in Amari Refugee Camp on the outskirts of Ramallah, a Palestinian town nine miles northwest of Jerusalem in the West Bank. During the last two of three interviews conducted with her by a research team from the Institute of Women's Studies at Birzeit University, Sahar was pregnant with her sixth child."........ for more information: 
http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_25_07/070107_palestine.htm 

Widowhood in Iraq: a Neglected Gender Issue 

The effects of decades of violence; the Iraq-Iran war, extra-judicial killings and now the occupation, insurgency and lawlessness have resulted in a significant increase in the numbers of Iraqi widows and wives of the “disappeared”.  To download the document: for more information: 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_25_07/070107_iraq.htm 

Voices: Palestinian Women Narrate Displacement

A digital book in which you can hear the voices of women of historic Palestine telling their stories of loss of home through displacement, refugeedom, demolition and threat of demolition, deportation, imprisonment, and total transformation of environment.

http://almashriq.hiof.no/palestine/300/301/voices 

GENDER & POLITICS   
Memories, Memoirs and the Arts - Women Political Prisoners of Iran 

A missing page in a vibrant history of Iranian women activism since the 1970s is the struggle of women political prisoners.  With the coming to power of the Islamic regime in Iran, women became the first target of political and social suppression. 

http://www.wunrn.com/news/2007/06_07/06_25_07/070107_oran.htm 

Let Women Rule 

Although women made large strides professionally over the last century, politics remains a man’s world. Significant barriers stand in the way of more women assuming positions of political leadership – not least women’s own attitudes. http://www.huntalternatives.org/download/488_5_07_let_women_rule.pdf 
GENDER, ECONOMY & TRADE  

Making the Market Work for Ultra Poor Rural Women 
Private sector can play a crucial role in creating employment for the Ultra poor rural women with a viable business model. Project SHIKHA, a rural distribution network of rural women in Shibganj, Bogra can be food for thought for development...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/poverty/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1106234

Microfinance and Gender Equality: Are We Getting There? 
Why isn't the microfinance industry (MFI) doing better at contributing towards gender equality? This paper provides case studies of institutions from the USA, Zambia, and Ethiopia. It argues that MFIs that are fully engaging in gender issues need...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1105225

Aid Effectiveness Agenda: a Feminist Strategy Meeting 

Just after the WIDE conference, on 17 and 18 of June, the networks AWID, DAWN and WIDE convened a strategic meeting in Madrid around the Aid Effectiveness agenda and issues at stake for women’s rights and gender equality. One of the outcomes of this meeting was to set up an e-list for information sharing on issues related to aid effectiveness and women’s rights and gender equality, as well as for sharing strategies for collaboration and engagement. If you are interested in being part of this list, please contact Zawadi Nyong'o (zawadi [at]awid.org).
GENDER & ICT  

Empowering Women Participation in Sciences and Technology 
This paper was contributed by Samia Melhem, Sr. Operations Officer at the World Bank Group. Why is it that so many young girls, even if gifted and talented in S&T, would nevertheless decide to study political sciences, sociology, or English... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/knowledge/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1107434
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RESOURCES & TRAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES 

Gender and Trade Action Guide: A training resource for development work 
The links between gender, trade and development are increasingly being recognized by policy-makers, non-governmental organizations and development agencies. This publication was developed out of a series of regional workshops and explores the...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/businessenvironment/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1104450
Website about Gender Responsive Budgeting
[image: image4.jpg]


The Gender Responsive Budgeting website is a collaborative effort between the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the Commonwealth Secretariat and Canada's International Development Research Centre (IDRC), which was launched in 2001. The website strives to support efforts of governments, women’s organizations, members of parliaments and academics to ensure that planning and budgeting effectively respond to gender equality goals. 

http://www.gender-budgets.org/
Creating local employment using ICT in cultural activities documentation 
This gives a proposal cum action research in using ICT, especially multi-media in creating a local employment and also document cultural activities on a long term basis as part of our village level, panchayat raj governance and PURA project. http://topics.developmentgateway.org/mdg/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1106477

NGO & PROGRAMME PROFILE

The Lebanese American University Institute for Women’s Studies 
The Lebanese American University founded the Institute for Women’s Studies in the Arab World (IWSAW) in 1973. The history of the Institute is closely linked to that of the first women’s college in the Middle East, the America Junior College for...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1105199

WOMEN SUCCESS STORIES 
World YWCA Women Leading Change Awards at International Women's Summit 
We are happy to announce that 14 women have been selected as award recipients for the World YWCA Women Leading Change Awards. An award ceremony took place at the opening of the International Women’s Summit on July 5, where the... http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1107556
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