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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Young Advocates for Abortion Rights – Training Workshop - 12-14 April 2007, New Delhi, India

The Youth Coalition (YC) is an international network of like-minded young advocates aged 15-29 who are promoting sexual and reproductive rights of young people internationally. The YC is made-up of students, researchers, volunteers, educators, NGO (non-governmental organisation) workers, and activists. Our activities are focused around three main areas: advocacy, training, and information. For more information, see www.civicus.org/new/media/Young-Advocates-AbortionRightsTrainingWorkshop.doc 
Training on LGBT and Human Rights, 
Application Deadline: May 4th, 2007
This training programme is organized jointly by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the Swedish Association for Sexuality Education (RSFU), and the Swedish Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Rights (RFSL). For more information, go to: http://www.siyanda.org/static/sida_LGBT_training.htm
TOP(
NEWS
GENDER
GENDER RIGHTS

BAHRAIN

Families Praise Nationality Plan in Bahrain 

Campaigners and families, including Bahrain Women's Society president Dr Wajeeha Al Baharna, welcomed a proposed amendment to Bahrain's Nationality Law, which could offer new hope for the stateless children of Bahraini women married to foreigners.http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/story.asp?Article=169692&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29327 
IRAN
Iranian Women Activists Arrested

Thirty-four of our colleagues and partners in the Iranian women's movement were arrested on Sunday, March 4 outside of Tehran's Revolutionary Court. They were staging a peaceful protest against the increasing government pressure on civil society activists and, in particular, the trial of five women activists charged with "endangering national security, agitating against the government, and taking part in illegal gatherings" because they had organized a peaceful protest for women's rights on June 12, 2006. http://www.learningpartnership.org/advocacy/alerts/iranmillionsigns0207 
… And They are on Trial for Peaceful Demonstration

On March 4, the Judiciary will hold a trial for five women charged with “acting against national security by participating in an illegal gathering.” In addition, the Judiciary has charged at least four other activists, Alieh Eghdamdoost, Bahareh Hedayat, Delaram Ali and Azadeh Forghani, with the same offense but has not set their court date. 
 http://hrw.org/english/docs/2007/02/27/iran15416.htm 
Stoning to Death for Adultery-Discriminatory Laws Target Iranian Women 

Kobra Najjar is a 44-year-old Iranian woman whose husband subjected her to systematic violence during their marriage, and forced her into prostitution for 12 years in order to sustain his heroin addiction. Habib, a “client” of Kobra who sympathized with her plight, murdered Kobra’s husband. He was sentenced to death for this murder.

http://www.equalitynow.org/english/actions/action_2901_en.html
PAKISTAN 

Pakistan's National Assembly Has Begun Work on a Bill to Safeguard Women's Rights to Property and Inheritance. 
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The Prevention of Anti-Women Practices Bill seeks to ban various customs that deny women the right to marry or subject them to forced marriages. November 06, the assembly overcame bitter opposition from Islamic parties to amend the country's controversial rape laws. The position of women in Pakistan has come under intense international scrutiny, partly because of a number of high-profile rape cases. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/nolpda/ukfs_news/hi/newsid_6358000/6358837.stm?(none) 
SAUDI ARABIA 
Saudi Kidnap, Rape Victim Faces Lashing for 'Crime' of Being Alone With Man Not Related to Her
A 19-year-old Saudi woman who was kidnapped, beaten and gang raped by seven men who then took photos of their victim and threatened to kill her, was sentenced under the country's Islamic-based law to 90 lashes for the "crime" of being alone with a man not related to her.http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,256980,00.html
MOROCCO 
Law Targets Violence Against Women in Morocco

A new bill to combat violence against women aims to provide them with protection and safe harbor. In addition to spousal violence, the bill targets sexual harassment and other forms of economic and social violence.

For more info: http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/print/en_GB/features/awi/features/2007/02/08/feature-02
TURKEY
European Parliament Passes Report Critical of Women's Rights in Turkey
The European Parliament yesterday adopted a report on women's role in social, economic and political life in Turkey, saying Turkish legislation on women's rights has greatly improved, but the Turkish woman in the street often does not felt the effects. http://www.abhaber.com/news_page.asp?id=3294
GLOBAL
Girls Speak Out For Their Rights at UN-Backed Forum 
Girls from around the world – including a former child soldier from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), an HIV-positive rape victim from Zambia, and a child-laborer from Nepal – have come together to share the experiences that made them activists at an event at United Nations Headquarters. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=21750&Cr=women&Cr1=commission
 

Ukraine Leads in Number of Human Trafficking Victims in Eastern Europe
More Ukrainian men, women and children have been trafficked abroad and forced into indentured labor or prostitution than in any other Eastern European country since the Soviet collapse, an international migration group said in a report. http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/02/19/europe/EU-GEN-Ukraine-Human-Trafficking.php
Veil Leads to Canadian Muslim’s Soccer Ejection
An 11-year-old Muslim girl was ejected from a soccer game for refusing to take off her hijab, reigniting Quebec’s debate over reasonable accommodation for minorities and even prompting comments from Premier Jean Charest.
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/17357202/
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

GCAP Gender Equality to End Poverty
In recognising the inextricable link between poverty and gender inequality, on March 8, International Women’s Day, the Global Call to Action against Poverty campaign launched its first mobilisation in 2007. From El Salvador to India, actions and activities demonstrated a united global force striving for gender equality. For more information, see www.whiteband.org 
NGOs Campaign for New UN Women’s Agency

The coalition of over 150 international non-governmental organisations will use the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) to urge Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to help implement a proposal for the creation of a new UN women's agency. www.ipsterraviva.net/Europe/article.aspx?id=4403 

… Thus Proposed UN Women's Agency gains key ally
A coalition of over 140 international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and women's groups is gratified that Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is expressing public support for the creation of a new U.N. agency for women. For more information, see http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=36889 
GENDER & ECONOMY

Association of Business Women in Macedonia Launched
Association of Business Women in Macedonia, which will be the NGO from public interest, was established in Skopje. 
Business incubator - Association of Business Women in Macedonia is a group of liberal, mostly young women, owners of micro and small, private businesses and professional women. http://www.wunrn.com

Economic Growth May Be the Best Means to Liberate Women

MAN may labor from sun to sun, but a woman's work is never done, says the old proverb. To add insult to injury, she gets less out of her labors than he does. In both rich and poor countries, poverty most often has a feminine face. For more information: http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=8792052
GENDER & ICT

New Virtual Network Unites Women in Politics around the Globe

New York, 27 February 2007 - The first virtual network linking women in politics throughout the world was launched today at the United Nations: the International Knowledge Network of Women in Politics (iKNOW Politics). This ground-breaking initiative was founded in partnership by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA), the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). http://www.iknowpolitics.org/en/node/220
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International Non-Governmental Organisations Accountability Charter website launched
At the launch of the International Non-Governmental Organisations Accountability Charter in June 2006, eleven leading international non-governmental organisations (INGOs) have publicly outlined their collective commitment to uphold the highest standards of moral and professional conduct. please visit the Charter’s institutional home at www.ingoaccountabilitycharter.org 

Women's business Development Center 

The Egyptian National Council for Women had developed this project. It is a center specialized in offering administrative, research and marketing support to women seeking to start small business. To figure out the purposes behind establishing the E-Marketing Support Center please consult this link:
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/trade/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1090601
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REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER & TRADE/ GENDER & ECONOMY 
European Women’s Lobby 
European Women’s Lobby Petition: Advancing Equality between Women and Men through the Better Provision of Care Services in the European Union! Women have careers, jobs, professional responsibilities, and at the same time women continue to be in large part responsible for their children, housework and care of dependants.

http://www.womenlobby.org/site/form_3.asp
Fair and Unfair Competition: the EU-China Trade Race and its Gender Implications

China has emerged as a global player on the international trade map but is often depicted as a giant economic monster. As the world’s workshop, the country has become one of the main sites for transnational corporate investment and one of the main exporters of manufactured goods. This WIDE briefing paper can be ordered for 4 Euros per issueOne can contact WIDE secretariat for a copy: info(at)wide-network.org,
Fact Sheets - Women & Housing, Land, Property, & Inheritance Rights 

Housing and land are key issues for women. The recent growth in numbers of female poor has been directly linked to women’s absence of economic opportunities and autonomy, due to a lack of access to economic resources and failure to respect of women’s rights, including to land and housing.
Fact Sheet One is about women's housing rights generally. 
 Download word
  
Fact Sheet Two is about women and inheritance rights. 
 Download word

http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=179  
Guaranteed Employment and Gender Construction: Women's Mobilizations in Maharashtra, August 2006 

Women in Employment Guarantee Schemes (EGS) do not benefit so much from their actual employment as they do from the opportunities for mobilisation on gender issues which often occur around EGS.

http://www.siyanda.org/static/chari_GES.htm
Gender Review of the Economic Partnership Agreements
This IGTN review examines the cost of liberalisation on women in terms of physical resources, human resources, social capital and skills. It outlines several aspects of EPAs that advance the marginalization of women.
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23640
Gender Indicators for Monitoring Trade Agreements
In this WIDE briefing paper, Irene van Staveren develops a tool for policy makers to mainstream gender equality goals in trade agreements. The proposed tool consists of a set of gender and trade indicators. The briefing paper discusses the methodology chosen for the development of the indicator; This Briefing Paper is available at WIDE’s website: www.wide-network.org 
GENDER & HEALTH 

Eight Women Die Giving Birth Every Day 

A radical proposal by Yemen's Supreme Council for Motherhood and Childhood (SCMC) to raise the legal age of marriage to 18 could see the country's high maternal mortality rate drop drastically, its supporters say. 

http://newsite.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=70560
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

Palestinian Women Discuss Evolution of Women's Movement 
The Civil Forum Foundation joined the Women's Unit in the presence of dozens of women from centres throughout the northern West Bank in a workshop on capacity building for female members of the municipal councils and local women. ‘For more information, please visit http://english.pnn.ps/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1628 
Biodiversity and Gender for Sustainable Developments: Perspectives 
This 230 page document written by Mr. Rogers W'O Okot-Uma and published by Commonwealth Secretariate, is published in 2007 and to figure out what is it about, please follow the link below:  http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1090093

GENDER IN THE PUBLIC 
Iraq, Women's Empowerment and Public Policy
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IRAQ, WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT,
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Sherifa D. Zuhur



The role and experience of women is not always considered in wartime or during stabilization and reconstruction operations. In Iraq, it is essential to consider women’s needs and the obstacles they now face. The author examines some of the difficulties that attend policy formulation on Iraqi women, who have identified the security situation and basic services as their top priorities. For more information: 

http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/PUB748.pdf
Middle Eastern Women Educating for Peace in the World

Affirming the landmark decisions of the General Assembly (GA) (52/15) and Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (52/15) Resolutions of 1997 that proclaimed the year 2000 as the International Year for the Culture of Peace, and the GA (53/25) Resolution of 1998 creating the “International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001–2010). For more information: http://www.wunrn.com
Gender Politics: Citizenship, Activism and Sexual Diversity, 

Surya, M, January 2005 Is it possible to move beyond the male-female gender binary system? This book explores this question.http://www.siyanda.org/static/surya_gender_politics.htm
GENDER RIGHTS 

Barbie Dolls - Popular but Controversial as Toy Gender Role Model & Symbol of Cultures & Values

Barbie is a best-selling doll launched at the American International Toy Fair on March 9, 1959. The doll is produced by Mattel, Inc. The standard range of Barbie dolls and related accessories are manufactured to approximately 1/6th scale, which is also known as play scale. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbie 
Boys Mind', Girls' Heart: Barriers to The Realization of the Potential in Gifted Girls - Responding to Challenges
Realizing the potential of gifted girls is a challenging feat, particularly in Eastern Europe. Girls are faced with both internal and external challenges. This UNDAW – 2006 - paper explores said challenges and suggests approaches to overcoming them. Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23637
The Decriminalization of Abortion

The Socialist ruling party in conservative Portugal made the decision this week to legalize abortion in the first 10 weeks of pregnancy. This is a milestone and a victory for Portuguese women, and follows on the heels of victories (though very different) in Colombia and Nepal. What lessons can be learned from these very different experiences! To know more and subscribe, please visit: www.awid.org/members 
Iraq Women's Rights under Attack - Occupation, Constitution and Fundamentalisms
This Occasional Paper features recent activities of Act Together, one of WLUML's networking organizations based in the UK. In July 2006 Act Together, Women's Action for Iraq, hosted Sundus Abass, Director of Women in Leadership Institute (Baghdad) in London for 15 days. 

http://www.wluml.org/english/pubsfulltxt.shtml?cmd%5B87%5D=i-87-551797
Killings Drive Women to Become Suicide Bombers in Iraq
Um Abdallah, 41, has a difficult task ahead of her - she has to learn how to use a gun and begin preparing for a day she believes is going to be one of God's forgiveness and revenge against foreign forces occupying her country. 

http://newsite.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=70582 

Honour Killings Still Tolerated in Jordan 

Jordanian law continues to be lenient on those who kill their female relatives in the name of protecting family honour. Last year, between 15 and 20 women were stabbed, beaten or strangled to death by family members, sometimes women themselves. http://newsite.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=70634
… And the Dynamics of Honour Killings in Turkey: Prospects for Action
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This report summarizes and evaluates qualitative research about so-called 'honour killings'. It focused the different perceptions of honour and the consequences faced by people engaged in 'dishonorable conduct.' It also analyzes the way the concept of dishonor is related to social structures, lifestyles and mental constructs. For more information:  http://www.unfpa.org/publications/detail.cfm?ID=320&filterListType=
Kurdish Women Struggle to Advance in Iraq
Women in Iraq's Kurdistan are using the relative calm in their region to make slow progress towards equal status with men - but there is still a long way to go, according to activists http://newsite.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=70603 

Femicide on the Rise in Conflict zone 

Three Palestinian women were shot dead in the northern Gaza Strip last month - rumours say it had to do with 'honour'. 

http://newsite.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=70554 

Sexuality and Rights Workshop: Meeting Summary, February 2007

This paper documents the presentations given at a Sexuality Rights Workshop in Bangladesh in January 2007, focusing on the marginalization and discrimination faced by lesbians, gay men, transgender people, men who have sex with men and heterosexual women on the basis of their sexuality. http://www.siyanda.org/static/ahmed_rights_workshop.htm
Women’s Day Rally Forcibly Dispersed in Iran
A valiant attempt by several hundred women to commemorate International Women's Day by demonstrating in front of the Iranian parliament ended in violence when police and plainclothesmen used force to disperse them. Citing eyewitness, Meydaan (Women's Field), a woman's rights portal said the organisers of the rally were beaten by police. The Advarnews portal estimated that there were about 300 demonstrators. For more information, see 
www.ipsterraviva.net/Europe/article.aspx?id=4490 
You Can't Judge an Iranian Woman by Her Cover

Women in Iran are allowed to vote at the age of 15. They hold 4 percent of the seats in Parliament, and more than half the university students are women. 

Women make up more than 30 percent of Iran's work force. "There are no hindrances as far as I am concerned for any woman to do anything she wants as long as she is capable of doing it," said an Iranian woman, Goli Emami, a book publisher.http://sendtofriend.abcnews.go.com/GMA/story?id=2868208&page=1
HEALTH

Child Poverty in Perspective: An Overview of Child Well-Being in Rich Countries
A comprehensive assessment of the lives and well-being of children and adolescents in the economically advanced nations… http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Society/documents/2007/02/14/UNchildwellbeing.pdf
DEVELOPMENT 

Lebanese Civil Society: A long History of Achievements Facing Decisive Challenges Ahead of an Uncertain Future
The strongest dimension of Lebanese civil society is by far the values dimension; however, certain values remain problematic, particularly civil society organisations (CSOs’) internal practice of democracy and transparency. The CIVICUS Civil Society Index findings focus on pre 2005 events, and provide an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of civil society..  For more information, see www.civicus.org/new/CSI_Lebanon.htm
ENVIRONMENT 

Lebanon: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment 

"In addition to the significant impact on the civilian population, the July-August 2006 conflict in Lebanon and in Israel caused severe damage to infrastructure in Lebanon and raised concerns about the possible contamination of land, air and water by... for more information: http://topics.developmentgateway.org/population/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1091161

TOP(
RESOURCES & TRIAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES
For Women by Women 

(FWBW) is an initiative founded by an independent voluntary group of professional and amateur female photographers who came together to help create a change in the status of underprivileged women in Turkey. The photographers' goal is to create awareness about the issues of violence against women, foster positive change in the lives of women at risk, and help provide funding for women's organizations and shelters. http://www.kadinlaricin.org/eng.html#who
Challenging discrimination against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people (LGBT)

The following resources Guide are a selection from over 50 resources added to the Siyanda database focusing on how LGBT are challenging the discrimination they face:

http://www.siyanda.org/static/IGLHRC_advocating_rights.htm
TOP(
Gender And Development E-Brief is published by CRTD.A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtd.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD.A / IRIS.
Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtd.org
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtd.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtd.org
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