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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS – WWSF Prize for women’s creativity in rural life 2007

Deadline for submissions is 31 March 2007

WWSF Women’s World Summit Foundation cordially invites you to submit nominations for the 13th annual Prize for Women’s creativity in Rural Life award, honoring creative and courageous women and women’s organizations working to improve the quality of life in rural communities around the world.

For more information: wrwd@wsf.ch; www.woman.ch; 
Invitation to WLP Events in New York City (Mar 6) and Washington, DC (Mar 8)

Women's rights and activism across the world are being threatened by rising religious fundamentalism, war and conflict, and government restrictions, including legislation that limits activities of civic organizations. While women are disproportionately affected, they are also key agents of change, upholding communities and families, and engaging in peaceful forms of resistance. For more information: 

 http://www.learningpartnership.org/news/events/2007/goodfight0306 

Panel on ‘Crimes of Honor against girls and women’ – March 1st, 07
UN Commission on the status of women 2007 will be organizing a panel on “honor crimes against girls and women’ on March 1st, 2007, at the Church Center, Boss Room – 8th floor. 

For more information: http://www.wunrn.com
Panel on the campaign to end legal discrimination against women & girls in Iran – Jan 07 
This panel was organized by the UN Commission on the status of Women 2007. For more info, kindly check the following link: http://www.wunrn.com
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NEWS
GENDER
GENDER RIGHTS

EGYPT 

Feminist’s book is recalled by its publisher for ‘offending religion
In a rare case in Egypt a publisher has recalled copies of a book written by a controversial feminist after discovering it “offends religion.” "We decided to remove the book, titled God Resigns in the Summit Meeting by writer Nawal Al Saadawi, from the shelves once we learnt it offends religion," said Mahmoud Madbouli, who runs a publishing house in Cairo. More information: http://archive.gulfnews.com/region/Egypt/10102478.html 

MALAYSIA 

Malaysian cleric takes back his remarks about the chastity belt

Facing flak from various women organizations across the country for recommending chastity belts for women, a well-respected cleric here has claimed that his statement was just a joke. "Joke aje. It was not seriously meant," said Datuk Abu Hassan din al-Hafiz on Friday after reports in various sections of media published his comments that women should wear chastity belts to thwart rape and incest, which are rampant nowadays.

http://www.newindpress.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=IEW20070217081522&Page=W&Title=World&Topic=0 

PAKISTAN 

Pakistan: Women's Rights Activist Minister Killed by Known Extremist

A Pakistani minister and women's activist has been shot dead by an Islamic extremist for refusing to wear the full veil. 

Zilla Huma Usman, the Minister for Social Welfare in Punjab province and an ally of President Pervez Musharraf, was shot in the head as she was about to deliver a political speech. For more information: 

http://wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd[157]=x-157-550962 

SYRIA 

'Honor' Killing Spurs Outcry in Syria

A 16-year-old's killing spurred the country's grand mufti to call for legal reform and protections.

Sixteen-year-old Zahra Ezzo died at the hospital last month after a brutal attack. But it was her brother who confessed to killing her – and her family who appointed him to carry out the murder. 

Some experts estimate that 200 to 300 honor killings like Zahra's occur every year in Syria. Most receive little or no attention for more info: http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0214/p07s02-wome.html
MOROCCO 
The Campaign for Arab Women's Right to Nationality - MOROCCO
What Next for the Moroccan Campaign? Interview with Rabéa Naciri, President of ADFM
The Moroccan Government recently introduced a new bill to reform the Nationality Code for Moroccan Women and children. The proposed bill came up for vote in the Parliament around February 12th. To view the full interview: http://www.learningpartnership.org/citizenship/2007/02/morocco-bill-naciri-interview/
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

IRAQ

One-Third of Iraqis Live in Poverty

third of Iraqis live in poverty, according to a study released under United Nations auspices Sunday, dire findings for a nation that enjoyed widespread prosperity less than three decades ago.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-poverty19feb19,1,1789343.story?coll=la-headlines-world
SAUDI ARABIA 

Saudi Women May Soon Take Up Diplomatic Work  
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Saudi women will soon be eligible to take up diplomatic work at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, according to a leading official at the Institute of Diplomatic Studies.
“There is an inclination to open the diplomatic sector for women at the institute and the minister of foreign affairs is very keen on women working in the ministry,” said Dr. Muhammad Al-Uwaydi, director of the Periodicals and Publishing Department at the Institute of Diplomatic Studies. The institute was established 27 years ago to serve the Foreign Affairs Ministry by training Saudi diplomats.

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=284891&news_type=Top&lang=en
GENDER & LAW

TURKEY 

Victory for Women in Turkey: New Penal Code Recognizes Women's Bodily Integrity, Sexual Rights 

Advocates for women's rights in Turkey achieved a great victory on September 26, 2004 when the Turkish parliament approved a major reform of the Penal Code including the adoption of more than 30 amendments that safeguard women's individual rights, for more information: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/population/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1085887
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REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

GENDER & TRADE/ GENDER & ECONOMY 
Statement of the International Gender and Trade Network

To GMA: Do not trade away our Rights!

To the Filipino People: We deserve leaders who will fight for our Rights!

“Agriculture and Food” not “Agriculture and Trade”

To see the full statement, you can email this address:mailto:igtn_gtcommittee-bounces@list.skbrasil.net 
Counting invisible workers: Girls in domestic activities within their homes 
This UN–Women Watch document produced in 2006, argues that the participation of girls in child labour is underestimated by not taking into account household tasks. The lack of visibility of the intensity and hazardousness of this type of work keeps an important group of girls out of the scope of policies oriented towards reducing child labour.
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23414’
GENDER & EDUCATION 

Education and livelihoods in Southern Sudan – Report – Formal & non-Formal Education 

The Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children is pleased to share From the Ground up: Education and Livelihoods in Southern Sudan. The report is based on findings from a November 2006 assessment to Southern Sudan where the Women’s Commission looked at formal and non-formal education and livelihood projects and opportunities for Southern Sudanese who are returning after decades of displacement.

http://www.womenscommission.org/pdf/sd_ground.pdf
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT 

Words and Deeds: Holding Governments Accountable in the Beijing+10 Review Process

Numerous laws that discriminate against women continue to exist around the world, expressing in concrete terms formal government policy towards women. Governments that allow discriminatory laws to remain in force in this way endorse and promote inequality and deny women recourse when they face discrimination that affects all aspects of their lives including security, bodily integrity, family life, community status, and political, economic and social prospects.
http://www.equalitynow.org/english/actions/action_1609_en.html
Women and Men in Norway

Women and men in Norway is a brief and easy to read presentation of statistics on how women and men live in Norway today. Using data from Statistics Norway we portray the current situation and historical development in important areas of society. http://www.ssb.no/ola_kari_en/
GENDER & POLITICS 

Chile Kick-Starts Debate on Gender Quotas

Chile may be notable for having a female president, but the country ranks 14th out of 18 Latin American countries in female political representation. Congressional hearings on a gender-quota bill for political parties are stirring debate.

http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm/dyn/aid/3069
GENDER RIGHTS 

A question of security: violence against Palestinian women and girls

Why have female victims of violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) persistently been denied safety and justice? This HRW report assesses the factors contributing to the worsening situation for women, and it examines the reasons for the Palestinian Authority's (PA) continuing failure to respond effectively to such violence.
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC23500
How to end Child Marriage 

Action Strategies for Prevention and Protection - Direct Link to Document: http://www.icrw.org/docs/2007-childmarriagepolicy.pdf
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RESOURCES & TRIAINING MATERIALS
RESOURCES

Gender and Participatory Video in Agriculture and Development - How can women in particular benefit from participatory video? 

Participatory video (PV) is particularly useful in helping to protect women’s indigenous knowledge. In one project I was working on, in St Ann, Jamaica, PV helped to unearth and document a lot of indigenous women’s knowledge of techniques for improving soil fertility. One of the women in the project had found that the leaves of a particular bush were rich in nitrogen and she regularly used them as mulch. A scientific investigation confirmed her claims, and her ‘discovery’ was documented on video. 

http://ictupdate.cta.int/index.php/article/view/610/
Gender Statistics & Some Existing Evidence

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/egm/elim-disc-viol-girlchild/Backgroundpaper/GarethJones.pdf
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Supporting Children's Rights through Education, the Arts and the Media (SCREAM) - Egypt
International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) 
This programme is an educational social mobilisation initiative which aims to fight child labour around the world. The project has developed an education pack that aims to assist young people with creative activities such as drama and the arts to help generate understanding and awareness of child labour in their communities.
http://www.comminit.com/africa/experiences/pds112006/experiences-4023.html
Passport to Equality 
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The Passport to Equality is a pocket-sized publication that presents, explains and reproduces CEDAW in the form of a personal passport. The purpose of the Passport is to make women and men all over the world aware of the existence of the Convention. The new edition is available in English, French and Spanish. Available in three languages: English, French, and Spanish Direct Link to Passport to Equality: http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/PassportToEquality_eng.pdf
VIDEO: Against All Odds: Women Partnering for Change in a Time of Crisis

These are trying times for women in many parts of the world. War, violence, extremism, fundamentalism, and restrictive legislation are but the most striking of the hurdles women must overcome as they strive for the most rudimentary of rights. To know more about this video, kindly check: http://learningpartnership.stores.yahoo.net/viiallodbpaf.html
TRAINING MANUALS
Bringing Women into Governance
This handbook focuses on efforts to bring women into governance, illustrating ways that organizations and activists around the world can foster greater gender equity in civic engagement, advocacy, voting and governance efforts to improve the quality of life for everyone. http://www.comminit.com/materials/ma2007/materials-3145.html
Contact pubs@cedpa.org
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