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CONFERENCES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Women and faith-Based development: Mixing morality and money

International Gender Studies Centre Workshop
Queen Elizabeth House, Dept of International Development, Oxford University, UK
September 21-22, 2007

Recent geo-political events have placed religious issues centre stage. This has led faith based-organizations and issues to feature prominently in development debates. This is the second call for abstracts. To know more please contact Maria Jaschok @ Maria.Jaschok@qeh.ox.ac.uk
TOP(
NEWS
GENDER
GENDER & POLITICS

Bahrain civil society welcomes election watchdog role
A decision to allow all licensed NGOs to monitor the election process in Bahrain has been welcomed by civil groups. However, some said the decision by the elections Supreme Committee didn't go far enough because it does not include provisions for international monitors. The new rule restricts election monitoring to Bahraini citizens only, but Bahrain Human Rights Society assistant secretary general Dr Abdulla Aldeerazi said he didn't see this as a major problem. For more information, see www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=158988&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29210 

Iran President Ahmadinejad Urges Iranian Baby Boom to Challenge West
Iran’s president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, has called for a baby boom to almost double the country’s population to 120 million and enable it to threaten the west. In remarks that have drawn criticism, he told MPs he wanted to scrap existing birth control policies which discouraged Iranian couples from having more than two children. 

Women should work less and devote more time to their “main mission” of raising children, Mr Ahmadinejad said. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
Kuwait Continues to Endorse Women Rights  
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Kuwait would continue to endorse principles of equality and justice for women and combat all forms of gender discrimination through dialogue with nations of the world, said member of the Kuwaiti delegation to the UN General Assembly meetings Aisha Al-Dakheel. For more information: http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=global_search&id=251453&l 
Woman wins Bahrain parliament seat for first time
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A woman won a seat in Bahrain’s Parliament for the first time as registration for Nov. 25 elections ended late yesterday without a contest in her constituency, an official said. “Only Latifa Al-Qouood remained as a candidate in the seventh constituency, making her a winner by law,” Ahdeyah Ahmed, spokeswoman of the election high committee, said. http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=252852&news_type=Top&lang=en 
… But Bahrain's women candidates received threats

Much concern is mounting in political and other circles as female election candidates have reportedly started receiving anonymous threats and blunt mobile messages urging them to back out from next month's parliamentary and municipal polls in Bahrain. For more information: 

http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=254251&news_type=Top&lang=en
More women voters but fewer women candidates 
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Yemen goes to the polls to elect a president and two levels of local government - governorate and district - but with fewer women candidates. Analysts and Yemeni female activists blame all Yemeni political parties for this, saying that they only pay lip service to the empowerment of women http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55622&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=YEMEN
GENDER & ICT 

E-Village Initiative - Jordan 
Officially inaugurated in July 2006, the Government of Jordan's and United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)'s e-Village initiative aims to bridge the digital divide between women and men living in rural and urban areas in Jordan through...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1077859

GENDER & VIOLENCE 

Sex traffickers target women in war-torn Iraq 

Mariam, 16, relives the day her father in Baghdad sold her off as a domestic worker in one of the prosperous Gulf nations. Instead, she was forced into the sex trade.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=56065&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=IRAQ-SYRIA-UNITED_ARAB_EMIRATES
Hidden Victims of a Brutal Conflict: Iraq's Women

They came for Dr Khaula al-Tallal in a white Opel car after she took a taxi home to the middle class district of Qadissiya in Iraq's holy city of Najaf. She worked for the medical committee that examined patients to assess them for welfare benefit. Crucially, however, she was a woman in a country where being a female professional increasingly invites a death sentence. As al-Talal, 50, walked towards her house, one of three men in the Opel stepped out and raked her with bullets. For more info: http://www.whrnet.org/docs/issue-hidden-0610.html
Turkey Struggles to Stamp Out Honour Killings

As the sun rose over the southern city Gaziantep one summer morning, Selahattin Sezgin, 22, decided it was time to kill his sister. The 16-year-old girl was unmarried and pregnant - and that was enough to seal her fate. To many in Turkey, he is not a criminal. For more information: http://www.wunrn.com
GENDER & DEVELOPMENT

Unemployed Refugee Women Face Poverty

More than 33 per cent of women in Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan are unemployed, according to a study released on Sunday by the Amman-based Palestinian Centre for Citizenship Rights. This represents a significant increase and is almost double the unemployment rate among their male counterparts. The unemployment rate nationwide is 14.5 percent, the government says. 

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55963&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=JORDAN
HURRYAT GANDAREYYA 

Motto of the International Alliance of Women: “Equal Rights - Equal Responsibilities”
At its founding in 1904, the following principles were set down: 

That men and women are born equally free and independent members of the human race, equally endowed with intelligence and ability, and equally entitled to the free exercise of their individual rights and liberty. To know more please visit women alliance website at: http://www.womenalliance.org/ 
Tunisia Moves against Headscarves 

The Tunisian authorities have launched a campaign against the Islamic veil worn by some women to cover their hair. Police are applying with renewed vigor a decree dating back to 1981 which prohibits women from wearing Islamic headscarves in public places. In recent days, senior officials have hit out at what they describe as sectarian dress worn by people who use religion to hide political aims. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6053380.stm 

University in Egypt Embroiled in Battle of the Veil
Egypt - Egyptian students whose faces are completely hidden behind the veil have been banished from the residence halls at Helwan University under threat of expulsion in what could be called the battle of the veil. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/theworld/2006/October/theworld_October760.xml&section=theworld
Women without Borders in Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is known as the Silent Kingdom but we can hear the voices of women speaking up. Against all clichés, scientists, professors, entrepreneurs, doctors and journalists, women from all calls of life are active in Saudi Arabia, working in hospitals, businesses, banks and government institutions. For more information:
http://www.women-without-borders.org/news/76/
YWCA urges Human Rights Council to support girl survivors of conflict

The World YWCA, in a joint statement, urged governments and the UN Human Rights Council to do more to ensure adequate provision for girls who have survived sexual violence in conflict areas. For more information, see www.civicus.org/new/media/YWCAurgeHumanRightsCouncil.doc 

ECONOMICS 

Critics Decry "Destroy and Lend" Policy

Lebanon is firmly en route to becoming the third nation in the Middle East after Iraq and the Palestinian territories to experience a devastating Washington-backed war and a massive influx of new illegitimate debt to cover...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/poverty/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1076964
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REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER 

Arab Women in Israel's Wisconsin Plan: A Participatory Needs Assessment

With the support of the OXFAM MEEECIS Gender Innovations Fund, Sawt el-Amel: The Laborer's Voice facilitated a participatory needs assessment among 1,000 Arab women from Nazareth who participate in the welfare-to work project "Wisconsin Plan". The rationale and outcomes of this initiative, are summarized in this report and presented on behalf of the Women's Platform, a grassroots activist forum established by participants of this project. for more info: 
http://www.laborers-voice.org/English/index_english.htm
Achieving women's economic and social rights: Strategies and lessons from experience

In 2005 AWID asked over 50 activists working in diverse settings all over the world what strategies they found most useful in their efforts to improve economic and social rights for women? What were the greatest challenges they were encountering in their work? Did the ESCR framework actually fulfil its promise in presenting them with a new and more effective approach to their work? This report synthesizes and analyses some important examples and lessons that emerged through this investigative process. Download: http://www.awid.org/go.php?pg=escr_report
Coming out in Arabic

Brian Whitaker of The Observer reports on a lesbian group's struggle for acceptance in the Middle East. The reporter takes readers through the lifestyle of lesbians in the Middle East and how the emailing list helped to strengthen their survival in a...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1075228

Of War, Siege and Lebanon: Women's voices from the Middle East and South Asia

Coalition for Sexual and Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies - September 2006

This publication is a collective online publication of leading women activists, academicians and writers in the Middle East and South Asia, depicting their reactions to the wars and the increasing militarism in the Middle East, and their analysis of its impact on women activists' efforts to promote gender equality, human rights and democracy. Please click website Link to download publication. http://www.wwhr.org/id_922
 
Women's Social Rights and Entitlements
This book examines the state of women's rights across Europe, from the three-year research of the Network for European Women's Rights. Based on country reports and practical input from researchers and activists in the field, the book is an up-to-date account of the issue of women's social entitlements and rights across Europe: it provides astute theoretical analyses of existing problems and suggests innovative alternatives. For more information:
http://www.palgrave.com/products/Catalogue.aspx?is=1403949921 
Most female murder victims are killed by someone they know, study finds 

In 2004, 1,807 females in the United States were murdered by males in cases in which a single offender killed a single victim. In more than nine in ten of these cases (92 percent), the victim was murdered by someone she knew. Nearly two-thirds of the victims who knew their offenders (62 percent) were wives, ex-wives or intimate partners of their killers.
http://endabuse.org/newsflash/index.php3?Search=Article&NewsFlashID=802 
HURRYAT 

Publication on Academic Freedom in Arab Universities

The Conference on Academic Freedom in Arab Universities was organised by for Human Rights Studies and was held in from 15-16 December 2004. This was the first conference ever to be held in the Arab world to address this basic freedom which is a prerequisite for a constructive scientific and social development in any society. For more information, see www.civicus.org/new/media/PublicationonAcademicFreedom-ArabUniversities.doc 

DEVELOPMENT 

New publication - working with faith-based organizations

Pathfinder International is pleased to announce the publication of 'Advancing Reproductive Health and Family Planning through Religious Leaders and Faith-Based Organisations'. This report describes how Pathfinder has engaged the support of religious leaders through training and sensitization, to spread knowledge and acceptance of family planning and to challenge harmful traditional practices. For more information, see 

www.pathfind.org/Publications_RH_Resources_Community_Mobilization
TRADE 

OXFAM's reports on Trade

Read the latest Oxfam trade-related research reports in the fight against poverty, as well as info regarding the latest debates on international trade and globalization.

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/civilsociety/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1075319
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RESOURCES

TRAINING MANUALS
Leading To Choices: A Leadership Training Handbook for Women
WLP's signature training manual, Leading to Choices: A Leadership Training Handbook for Women, is designed to train diverse groups of women in the practice of inclusive, participatory, and horizontal leadership. The goal is to empower women to take on leadership roles in their families, communities, and societies.

Downloadable manual: http://www.learningpartnership.org/publications/training/ltc
NGOs PROFILE

MAWRED

Mawred is a Syrian non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing and activating the contribution of women in the development process. To know more please follow this link:

http://www.mawred-syria.org/en/about_incubators.php
SUCCESS STORIES 

ICTs for empowerment 

Vanasthali Rural Development Centre (VRDC)- India 

Established in Pune, India in December 1981, Vanasthali Rural Development Centre (VRDC) offers a 6-month teacher training programme to semi-educated village women in 8 districts of Maharashtra, India. The purpose of VRDC is to enable trainees to open balwadis (nurseries) in their villages, taking education to the doorsteps of rural children. For more information:http://www.itu.int/osg/spu/wsis-themes/ict_stories/themes/e-empowerment.html 
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For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtd.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD-A / IRIS.
Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtd.org
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtd.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtd.org
All the available links were accessible during the preparation process

(Please accept our apologies if your subscribe / unsubscribe needs are not being met to your satisfaction, as errors will inevitably occur)









PAGE  
7

_1200393906.bin

