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OPPORTUNITIES 
Rooms of their own: Women in the knowledge economy and society
This three-day conference to be held in Canada from 2-4 May 2007, offers an international forum to discuss the features of local and global cultures that encourage and impede women's active, creative, and critical participation in the knowledge economy of society. A call for papers is being put out topics of which might include… for more information: http://www.crcstudio.arts.ualberta.ca/rsc/  Deadline: 10 January 2007
TOP(
NEWS
HURRIYAT

Bangladeshi workers protest against abuse in Jordan 

More than 200 Bangladeshi migrant workers in a textile factory staged a sit-in on Sunday to protest against physical and verbal abuse by their employer.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55786&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=JORDAN
UN special rapporteur on trafficking in persons to visit Bahrain

A United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur will be visiting Bahrain next November to investigate human trafficking. Bangladesh human rights lawyer Sigma Huda will meet government officials, non-government organisations, shelter home representatives and survivors, to assess the prevalence of trafficking in Bahrain and see what legal and social assistance is available. For more information:  

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?article=158044&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29202
 

TRADE & ECONOMY

Civil society groups boycott Singapore meetings

Civil society groups have called for a boycott of official events at the World Bank/IMF annual meetings in protest at the Singaporean government’s blacklisting of 28 NGO representatives who had been accredited to attend the annual meetings. For more information, see www.ghanaweb.com/public_agenda/article.php?ID=5850 
GENDER

More Leadership Positions for Women in Saudi Education Ministry

More women are expected to occupy top positions in the Ministry of Education and the integration of the girls and boys administrations, procedures and curriculum is also planned, according to Dr. Samia Binladen, assistant director general of girls’ education administration in Jeddah. For more information:
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=248262&news_type=Top&lang=en
Pregnant Palestinians give birth at Israeli checkpoints 

A report by the Palestinian Ministry of Health says that pregnant Palestinian women are often prevented by Israeli forces from reaching hospitals to receive appropriate medical attention, causing many miscarriages and the deaths of some women.

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55847&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=OPT
The Right to Pass Nationality to the Children of Iranian Mothers

I am writing this piece in order to let you know about the issues here at large and to also ask your help. If you know anyone who is in the same situation please ask them to contact me or write to the campaign directly.
http://www.meydaan.com/English/campaign.aspx?cid=43&pid=0
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WLUML Exhibition: Dress Codes & Modes - Women’s Dress in Some Muslim Countries and Communities

This exhibition looks at the diversities and commonalities of women’s dress through space and time, highlighting the influence of many forces – class, status, region, work, religious interpretation, ethnicity, urban/rural, politics, fashion, climate etc. 
http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd%5B157%5D=x-157-507119
TOP(
REPORTS & BOOKS & ARTICLES

GENDER

Advancing Reproductive Health and Family Planning through Religious Leaders and Faith-Based Organizations 

Pathfinder International is pleased to announce the publication of Advancing Reproductive Health and Family Planning through Religious Leaders and Faith-Based Organizations. This report describes how Pathfinder has engaged the support of religious...

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/population/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1074266
Budgeting for women’s rights: monitoring government budgets for compliance with CEDAW
This UNIFEM report adds a landmark to the discourse on the link between human rights standards and government budgets. Download at: http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/MonitoringGovernmentBudgetsComplianceCEDAW_eng.pdf
Crimes of honor book – “Beyond Honor”

This research-based book clears the misconception that honour-related violence against women occurs only in Asian and African Muslim countries. It attempts to explain the origin and persistence of the honour code through the study of histories of religious, legal, social and political institutions, from ancient times to the present day. For more information: 
http://www.dawn.com/weekly/books/archive/060924/books1.htm
Disabled Women - Double Discrimination - Working for Inclusion & Networks

Gender, Disability & Development Institute
Disabled women make up some of the world's poorest and most marginalized people in the world and they suffer disproportionately because they are discriminated against both because of their gender and because of their disability. For more information: http://www.miusa.org/about/
Engaging Men in Gender Equality: Positive Strategies and Approaches - October 2006 

This BRIDGE report - consisting of an overview, annotated bibliography, and contacts section - describes a broad range of innovative work being carried out in different parts of the world to engage men in the promotion of gender equality.
http://www.siyanda.org/static/esplen_engaging_men.htm  
European Women's Lobby - Women and Multiple Discrimination
Women are very often exposed to double or multiple discrimination, as women and due to their ethnic origin, their religion or belief, their disability, their age and/or their sexual orientation. Therefore, any measure aiming at tackling discrimination on a given ground should integrate the gender dimension, i.e. take into consideration the specific needs of women. For more information: 

http://www.womenlobby.org/site/1abstract.asp?DocID=300&v1ID=&RevID=&namePage=&pageParent=&DocID_sousmenu=&parentCat=20
Gender and Citizenship - Report by Shamim Meer with Charlie Sever 

For women and other marginalized groups inequality and exclusion have, on the whole, increased over the past decade. There is a growing realization amongst those working in development that strategies based on economic models have, for many people,...http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1074243
Gender Equality as Smart Economics: A World Bank Group Gender Action Plan (Fiscal years 2007?10) 
Using examples from developing countries, the new World Bank Gender Action Plan says that investing in women is already showing results, but needs to go much further, as women gain the tools and expertise to go into business on their own… for more information:http://topics.developmentgateway.org/pop/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1075850

Study Exposes Extent of Abuse of Women 

An international study has found that violence against women committed by their live-in spouses or partners is widespread, common in both the developed and developing world, as well as in both rural and urban areas. For more info: 

http://www.iht.com/bin/print_ipub.php?file=/articles/2006/10/05/news/women.php
The girls' stipend programme in Bangladesh
The Female Stipend Programme (FSP), widely acclaimed as a model for achieving gender parity of enrolment, was created in 1982 in Bangladesh to help increase the enrolment and retention of girls in secondary schools, delay their marriage and motherhood, and increase girls' income-earning potential. 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22683
UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing to the United Nations 2006: Women's Equal Rights to Adequate Housing, Land, & Property

Close to one third of the world’s women are homeless or live in inadequate housing and in many countries, a majority of homeless women have escaped from domestic violence. In France alone, six women die every month as a result of domestic violence, while in the US; an estimated 60 per cent of homeless women are escaping domestic violence. Available online:

http://ww2.unhabitat.org/campaigns/tenure/women2.asp
UN Secretary-General’s Study on violence against women 

The in-depth study builds on work that has been undertaken so far, synthesizes and evaluates findings, and identifies best practices and effective strategies, along with gaps and challenges. It includes action-oriented recommendations that encompass effective remedies and prevention and rehabilitation measures. Direct link to report: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/vaw/violenceagainstwomenstudydoc.pdf
Women's Participation in Middle East Peace Efforts 
While calling for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 in Afghanistan, Equality Now has tried to bring this same message on the essential role of women in conflict resolution to the Middle East crisis. UN Security...for more information: http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1074253 

Working with Men to End Gender-Based Violence: Lessons for the South Asian Context, January 2003

This paper argues that programmes should recognise that not all men use violence and should promote alternative versions of masculinity that are displayed by and open for men.
http://www.siyanda.org/static/lang_working.htm
GENDER & ECONOMY 

2004 World survey on the role of women in development: women and international migration 

This paper addresses both the opportunities for empowerment of migrant women and the challenges and vulnerabilities women face in the context of migration. It focuses on all types of international migration, legally authorized and irregular… for more information: 

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1076151 

Corporate Social Responsibility in Latin America: Chiquita, women banana workers and structural inequalities 

This Siyanda paper explores Chiquita's corporate social responsibility policy and how Nicaraguan women banana workers view the policy and its implementation. 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22750
Female migrants: bridging the gaps throughout the life cycle: selected papers of the UNFPA-IOM Expert Group Meeting, New York, 2-3 May 2006

This (UNFPA-2006) publication is a collection of papers that came out of an expert group meeting organized by the UNFPA and IOM meeting on 2-3 May 2006 entitled "Female migrants: bridging the gaps throughout the life cycle". Available online at: 

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22749
Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) 2005 Report on Women and Entrepreneurship 

The GEM Report on Women and Entrepreneurship provides an in-depth global look at women's entrepreneurship and highlights the important role that women play in developing and developed economies.
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/gender/rc/ItemDetail.do?itemId=1073533
State of the World Population: A passage to hope - women and international migration 
The report stresses that migration can be a win-win situation, but only if women’s rights, health and needs are addressed; It also strongly calls for the protection of human rights, as all kinds of violations of human rights, trafficking and exploitation are often linked to migration. 
The full report can be read at: http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2006/pdf/en_sowp06.pdf
GENDER & GLOBALIZATION 
Globalization, economic policy and employment: Poverty and gender implications

The study demonstrates how the labour market and the world of work in general are clearly sex-disaggregated and how important it is to undertake analysis of the impact of macroeconomic policies on growth, employment and poverty reduction, with specific consideration of such segmentation.

Produced by: International Labour Organization (ILO), 2006

Download at: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/strat/download/esp2006-3.pdf
 
Made by women: gender, the global garment industry and the movement for women worker's rights
This report produced by Clean Clothes Campaign (2006) highlights the importance of gender in the garment industry. As women make up a significant portion of the garment industry's workforce, gender plays an important role in determining working conditions, worker's rights, and wages. Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cfm?doc=DOC22689
TOP(
RESOURCES

DONORS PROFILES

Irish Aid

Irish Aid (previously DCI - Development Cooperation Ireland) is the Government of Ireland’s programme of assistance to developing countries. The Irish Aid development cooperation policy and programme reflect a longstanding commitment to human rights and fairness in international relations and are inseparable from Irish foreign policy as a whole. For further details, please see www.dci.gov.ie 
Women’s World Summit Foundation 

WWSF, an international, non-profit, non-confessional empowerment NGO (UN consultative status ECOSOC, UNFPA and DPI) serves to help implement women’s and children’s rights and the UN Millennium Development Goals MDGs.
http://www.woman.ch/home.asp
LINKS

Alternative Reports to UN CEDAW Committee – OMCT

World Organization against Torture – OMCT Website: Programme Violence against Women
http://www.omct.org/base.cfm?cfid=4268782&cftoken=1602922&page=women&consol=open
 Alternative Reports to UN CEDAW Committee
http://www.omct.org/base.cfm?page=article&num=5651&consol=close&kwrd=onu
Gender and Development: Bridging the Gap between Research and Action March 2006. 
You can download the file from:http://www.siyanda.org/newadditions.htm
Securing Equality, Engendering Peace: A Guide to Policy and Planning on Women, Peace and Security  

What must be done in order to transform written words into reality? One of today’s greatest development challenges is turning policy into practice. This is especially the case in the realm of women’s rights and gender equality. Download the guide from: http://www.un-instraw.org/en/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=1050&Itemid= 

Online directory on gender, peace and security research
 The United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) has launched the first-ever global online directory specifically focused on research institutions that are actively engaged in gender, peace and security issues. 

http://www.un-instraw.org/en/index.php?option=content&task=blogcategory&id=182&Itemid=243
 

Women living with the everyday realities of war: A website dedicated to understanding
women's roles in war and peace 

Whether living through the British Civil War in the seventeenth century or the American Civil War in the nineteenth century or today’s conflicts in the Middle East, women writers have historically chronicled their responses to war in ways that merge politics and domesticity.

http://www.oldroads.org/war/womenwar.htm
TOP(
Gender and Development e-Brief is published by CRTD-A.

To get all previous GAD e-brief issues please log on to: http://www.iris-lebanon.org/arabic/inner/ebrief.htm 

For more information about CRTD.A please visit: www.crtd.org 
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of CRTD-A / IRIS.
Please direct any comments to rmasri@crtd.org
If you choose to unsubscribe please send a blank e-mail from the e-mail in which you receive the e-Brief from, with the heading unsubscribe to unsubscribee-brief@crtd.org
If you wish to subscribe please send a blank e-mail, with subscribe as a heading to subscribee-brief@crtd.org
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