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NEWS & ARTICLES 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISM
Saudi Women Create Largest Ever Human Pink Ribbon for Breast Cancer Awareness

Over 5,000 Saudi and expatriate women created the world’s largest human pink ribbon in aid of breast cancer awareness in Jeddah.
The Riyadh-based Zahra Breast Cancer Association organized the event. Princess Reema bint Bandar bin Sultan, founding member of the association, was the driving force behind the campaign, held under the support of the Sultan bin Abdul Aziz Foundation. http://arabnews.com/saudiarabia/article174531.ece
… However, According to Activist: for Saudi Authorities, Women Are Not People with Feelings and Souls
In an article titled "Women's Breasts and Their Importance," posted on the liberal website Aafaq, Saudi reformist and women's rights activist Wajeha Al-Huweidar mocked the breast cancer awareness campaign conducted in Saudi Arabia. She said it is ironic that the Saudi authorities are so concerned for the health of the women's breasts, when they fail to regard them as full human beings with rights in the domains of education, family, housing, and employment. She added that women cannot be physically healthy when they suffer social and political repression. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6798 
Women's volleyball in Bethlehem
The Palestinian Volleyball Union organized its first Women's Championships in 2010, won by a team from Bethlehem's Ibda center in the Duheisheh refugee camp. The team beat the Beit Sahour Orthodox Club three to one in the finals, hosted by the Catholic Action Center in Bethlehem on 12 November 2010. for more info plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6781 
Newspaper Criticizes Phenomenon of Compelling Egyptian Women to Wear a Hijab
Wael Lutfi, assistant chief editor of the Egyptian weekly Roz Al-Yousuf, criticized Egyptian society for forcing women to wear the hijab even if this conflicts with their world view. In order to present the problem from a woman's point of view, Lutfi writes in the first person feminine and relates the stories of women who wear the hijab for fear of being ostracized if they do not. for more info plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6778 
GENDER & HUMAN RIGHTS
Call Not to Ignore Human Rights Violations In Iran During 5+1 Talks 

Iranian human rights activists are calling on the international community not to ignore human rights violations in Iran during their planned talkslater. Iran has agreed to 5+1 talks (UN permanent members and Germany) as proposed by the European Union's high representative on foreign affairs, Catherine Ashton. Of "utmost urgency" is the case of the Iranian human rights lawyer, Nasrin Sotudeh, who has been on hunger strike in the notorious Evin prison since 28 September. http://www.wluml.org/node/6760 
Campaign to Promote Sexual & Bodily Rights across Muslim Societies One Day Struggle 2010
On November 9, 2010, the 2nd international “One Day One Struggle” Campaign to promote sexual and bodily rights in Muslim societies will take place in 12 countries across Middle East, North Africa, South and Southeast Asia. With diverse, groundbreaking actions and events, almost 50 participating Human Rights organizations, Universities and Municipalities simultaneously called for public attention to issues like Right to Information, Sexuality Education, Sexual Health, Bodily Autonomy… to read full article, please follow this link: 

http://www.wluml.org/node/6756 
Importance of Women's Inclusion in Referendum in Southern Sudan  
The African Union has declared 2010 the Year of Peace and Security in Africa and will soon launch the African Decade of Women. What better opportunity to act on these pledges than at the 15th African Union Summit, Kampala, Uganda? The upcoming referendum in Sudan gives African leadership an opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to improving the lives of women on this continent by ensuring that they actively and freely participate in the referendum. For more information please follow the link http://www.dispatch.co.za/article.aspx?id=418643
Bahraini Children Victims of Physical & Sexual Abuse, Abduction, Arbitrary Detention & Unfair Trial
The Bahrain Center for Human Rights is following with grave concern the serious deterioration of security that comes within the framework of the ongoing crackdown launched by the authority against political activists and human rights defenders as well as all the Shiite villages and areas. The Center is also concerned about its impact and reflection on the human rights situation in the country, particularly in relevance to children. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6809
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 

Women Help Defeat Temporary Marriages Regulation Bill

"A marriage of convenience," a marriage for pleasure," "legal prostitution" - these are just some of the phrases used to describe Shi'ite marriage arrangements that allow a man to marry a woman for a limited amount of time, ranging from one hour to 99 years.

The arrangement is legally recognized in Iran and was even significantly promoted as "a means to help women who have difficulty getting married for various reasons," as the former president, Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, explained. For more information follow the link http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/features/zvi-bar-el-iran-s-women-defeat-ahmadinejad-s-legal-prostitution-bill-1.311386
Gaza's Blockade Silences Voices of Women
We have just visited the Gaza Strip where we met many courageous people trying to live relatively normal lives despite the crippling effects of the illegal Israeli blockade. The blockade was imposed to punish the Hamas-led government, but it is women and children who are paying the highest price. In our conversations with a range of women, we learned that despite the apparent "easing" of restrictions by Israel and Egypt, important socio-economic indicators such as poverty, malnutrition, unemployment and family violence are getting worse. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6797 
Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women Visited Algeria
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against women, its causes and consequences, Rashida Manjoo, conducted an official visit to Algeria from 1 to 10 November 2010 at the invitation of the Government. “During my visit, I met with national stakeholders involved in fighting all aspects related to violence against women… For more info please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6748 
Kurdish Female Political Prisoner on Death Row in Critical Condition
"My trial took only few minutes. The judge accused me of being the “enemy of God” and said that I shall be executed soon”. The Kurdish female political prisoner on death raw is in a critical condition in Iranian detention but prison’s officials don’t permit her to be seen by doctor, a report said. Zeyneb Celaliyan 27 year old from the city of Maku of Eastern Kurdistan was sentenced to death and has been subjected to unbearable excruciation ever since. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6806
Rizana Nafeek a tragedy
It is heartening to read reports that the King of Saudi Arabia has, subsequent to world-wide appeals, including from President Rajapakse and reportedly Prince Charles of the UK, asked Saudi officials to hold talks with the bereaved Saudi family, whose four month old infant died after the 17 year old maid was asked to bottle-feed it. This tragedy took place less than three weeks after young Rizana’s arrival in Saudi. For more information please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6793 
Fatwa Bars Women From Cashier Jobs
“It is necessary to keep away from places where men congregate. Women should look for decent work that does not make it possible for them to attract men or be attracted by men,” said the statement. The ruling came from the Committee on Scholarly Work and Ifta, the official issuer of fatwas, or Islamic religious rulings, under the Council of Senior Scholars, the top authority for Islamic issues in the kingdom. The fatwa was in response to a question — published with the ruling — asking specifically if women should work as cashiers in markets. For more info pollow follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6753 

The Left Fails Muslim Women  

Muslim women fighting for women’s rights have been largely abandoned by the left, by human rights organisations, and by anti-racist campaigners. That sums up the basic argument put forward by Gita Sahgal at a meeting held in Glasgow on 28 October as part of Black History Month 2010. Sahgal left her post of Head of Gender Unit at Amnesty International earlier this year after Amnesty had ignored her complaints about the organisation’s collaboration with Islamists (specifically, Moazamm Begg and his “Cageprisoners” organisation).
http://stroppyblog.blogspot.com/2010/11/left-fails-muslim-women.html 
GENDER & POLITICS  

Four Women, Including Jew & Christian, Appointed to Bahrain Upper Government Chamber

King Hamad of  Bahrain on Thursday appointed a Jew and a Christian among four women to the 40-member upper chamber, following a parliamentary election.
The king kept 30 members of the outgoing Shura, or consultative, council including the speaker, Ali Saleh al-Saleh, according to a royal decree published by BNA news agency.
Nancy Khadhori joined the chamber after a fellow Jew, Huda Nono, left the house to take the role of Bahrain’s ambassador to the United States. For the full story follow the link
http://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?m=&id=544445&lang=en
First Bahraini Woman Elected to Municipal Council
Bahrain has made history by electing its first woman to a municipal council, as the country went to the polls for the second time in a week. Independent candidate Fatima Salman sealed victory in the second round of voting in Muharraq against male opponent Mohammed Abdulla Al Senan. She is the first woman to be directly elected to public office since Bahrain's parliament and five municipal councils were formed in 2002. Latifa Al Gaoud, the first woman to make it to parliament in 2006, was re-elected again this year - but ran unopposed both times. For more info please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6751 and the link  http://www.wunrn.com/news/2010/11_10/11_01_10/110110_bahrain.htm
… Hence, Poll Win Gives Women Candidates A Push
The recent election of Bahrain’s first female municipal councilor is boosting hopes among women here that they are seeing the beginning of the end to gender-based voting in this country. Indeed, even the women who failed in their own poll bids – some for the second or third time – are upbeat following the Oct. 30 win of Fatima Salman as councilor in Muharraq, the second largest city in Bahrain. Mariam Al Ruwai, president of Bahrain’s Women Union, is also raring to run again in the next polls, scheduled for 2014, despite her elimination from the first round of the recent parliamentary election. for more info please follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6763 
UN WOMEN 

Saudi Arabia "Bought" a Seat on the UN Women Board
Iran failed Wednesday to secure a seat on the board running the new UN super agency for women in the face of a fierce diplomatic onslaught against its rights record. Saudi Arabia, criticised for refusing even to let women drive, got an automatic seat and rights groups said they will now seek to put the spotlight on the Islamic kingdom's record. Four UN agencies were merged this year to set up UN Women, with a 500-million-dollar budget per year, under the leadership of former Chilean president Michelle Bachelet. for more info plz follow the link http://www.wluml.org/node/6769 
Place on the Board of UN Women 'a Sad Joke' 
It took years to make the United Nations' newest agency, UN Women, a reality, and then just one day to effectively kill it. Death was effected by allowing onto its board a kingdom where women are not just infamously prohibited from driving but are also virtual minors who need a male guardian's permission to travel and to have surgery — and must be covered from head to toe in public. As one of two countries guaranteed seats as emerging donor nations, Saudi Arabia essentially bought its way onto the board of UN Women, which is dedicated to gender equality around the world.  For more information please follow the link 

http://www.wluml.org/node/6800 

GENDER & ISLAM 

Pilgrimage to Mecca 

 Every year, millions of Muslims gather in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, for the annual pilgrimage, called Hajj. Arriving from every corner of the globe, pilgrims of all nationalities, ages, and colors come together for the largest religious gathering in the world. One of the five "pillars of faith," pilgrimage is a duty upon every Muslim adult who is financially and physically able to make the journey. Every Muslim, male or female, strives to make the trip at least once in a lifetime. For more information please follow the link http://islam.about.com/cs/hajj/f/hajj_faq.htm
GENDER & ECONOMY 

Women's Employment in Saudi Arabia 
Media battles broke out in Saudi Arabia with the majority clearly in favor of allowing women to work as ‘cashiers’ in shops. It may seem strange that this simple profession is the subject of controversy, whether in terms of its approval or rejection, but this particular profession is in fact a symbolic matter. Saudi Arabia is a remarkable country, where there are two opposing trends. In the Kingdom there are millions of students, and dozens of colleges, universities, and institutes specializing in female education. For more information please follow the link http://www.aawsat.com/english/news.asp?section=2&id=22970
BOOKS & REPORTS

GENDER RIGHTS

East Jerusalem - Study of Palestinian's - Occupation, Violence - Gender
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In Ramallah on October 28, 2010, the YWCA of Palestine, under the Patronage of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, launched Dr. Nadera’s new study (commissioned by the YWCA and funded by Dan Church Aid – DCA) which highlights the challenging, if not unnatural, daily lives of Palestinians living in Jerusalem. The voices heard in Dr. Nadera’s study this time are continuously expressing the sense of feeling strangled and being trapped by internal and external forces. Hence the title of the study: “Military Occupation, Trauma and the Violence of Exclusion: Trapped bodies and lives.” 
http://www.worldywca.org/YWCA-News/World-YWCA-and-Member-Associations-News/The-YWCA-of-Palestine-Launches-New-Study-on-East-Jerusalem
Bridge to Ourselves Life Skills Program for College Girls
Both Be-Free Center and Bahrain Polytechnic College formed a club for college  students. The club helps the women students to understand and communicate with themselves, discover their capabilities, develop their character, control their lives, and help their peers too.

The first condensed course of this club, titled "the bridge to ourselves", started with a group of students, and covers 4 phases… to know more about them follow the link http://www.befreecenter.org/News/the-bridge-to-ourselves.aspx
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